December 2017
O come, divine Messiah; the world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph and sadness flee away.
(O Come, Divine Messiah, S.J. Pellegrin)
The season of Advent is upon us. It is a sacred time of prayer, reflection, and preparation for the coming of Jesus. There are so
many ways that families can share in the joy and anticipation of the birth of our Saviour. Archbishop Smith shares how we can
bring the Word of God more deeply into our classrooms and homes in his message to us this month. In the weeks leading up to
Christmas, as we light the candles on our Advent wreaths, we can also reflect on the hope, peace, joy, and love that is to be
found in the gift of Jesus Christ. There are many special events that are being held in our parishes and schools; evenings of
Advent song, the preparation of hampers for families who would benefit from extra support, extra opportunities to celebrate
the sacrament of Reconciliation, to name a few.
The Catholic Bishops of Alberta and the Northwest Territories released a supplementary letter just before Catholic Education
Sunday. In it, they gave a call to Catholics to join in and spread the great news of Catholic education. They share, “It is
important that everyone be ready to stand up for our faith and for our schools. Please be prepared to speak out in support of
our Catholic schools whenever you can. We are proud of who we are as Catholics.” You can read the entire letter at
https://goo.gl/cauRBf. We will be proudly sharing the story of the richness of Catholic education in Edmonton Catholic Schools
using the hashtag #ECSDFaithInspires in the upcoming months, and we encourage you to help us spread the message that
Catholic education is an outstanding and important choice for families to guide our children and youth as they learn and grow in
mind, body, and spirit.
We are embarking on a legacy project and would like to be able to capture the journeys of families who have 3 or 4 generations
that are able to share their story of Edmonton Catholic Schools. If your family is interested in participating, please email a brief
overview of your generations to marketing@ecsd.net .
The response to our Celebration of Catholic Education Evenings in November was tremendous! We have included the responses
to the questions which people shared with us as part of the feedback sheets.
Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to participate in the Hour of Code, once again this year. This is the fourth year that we will
be participating, and this year’s event will be the best one yet! Hour of Code is a global movement that is supported
by Code.org with the purpose of reaching tens of millions of students in 180+ countries through a one-hour introduction to
computer science and computer programming. Coding is a great way to develop literacy, numeracy, creativity, and thinking
skills. Last year we had over 22,000 students participate and this year we are hoping for 25,000! Our goal is to have a <Bit of
Code> In Every School.
In his Sunday Angelus to mark the beginning of Advent last year, Pope Francis shared the following message: “In this season of
Advent, we are called to expand the horizons of our hearts, to be amazed by the life which presents itself each day with
newness.” I wish you all an Advent that fills you with this amazement!
Sincerely,
Joan Carr
Superintendent

