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For Immediate Release, May 31, 2016





Balanced Operating Budget for 2016/17





At today’s public Board meeting, the Board approved a $485 million balanced budget for the 2016/17 school year. The budget revenue has increased by over $7 million from 2015/16 due to enrolment increases in the District. Approximately 80% of this new budget will be targeted for the classroom, while 3.1% is used for administration. 





“With the present state of the economy, the Board applauds the provincial government for preserving education funding,” said Marilyn Bergstra, Board Chair. “This will allow the District to continue delivering support in essential areas such as Mental Health, Inclusive Education and our successful FNMI (First Nations, Metis and Inuit) Grad Coach program,” added Bergstra.  





Highlights of the budget include:





Over $9 million to support our Learning Coach and Technology strategy


$1.4 million for the Literacy and Numeracy strategy for students 


Additional support of $275,000 for FNMI Grad Coaches


Additional funding to support our Chaplaincy programs to just under $1.9 million 


High School completion funding of $400,000





Funding for Full Day Kindergarten in 2016/17 remains a priority with $1.4 million allocated for the 41 Full Day Kindergarten programs at 24 District sites.





“The District will be eliminating basic school fees for 2016/17,” said Joan Carr, Superintendent. “We are hoping this pilot project supports our families through the next school year,” Carr went on to say. 





The approved 2016/17 Budget will now be sent to Alberta Education and be in effect for our fiscal year starting September 1, 2016. 





“The Board remains committed to providing optimal services for students while maximizing outcomes for all children,” said Marilyn Bergstra. 




















  











 

















