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SOCIAL JUSTICE IN EDMONTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
2025-2026
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INTRODUCTION

Catholic Social Teaching is a central and essential element of our faith. Its roots are in the Hebrew prophets who announced God's special love for the
poor and called God's people to a covenant of love and justice. It is a teaching founded on the life and words of Jesus Christ, who came "to bring glad
tidings to the poor . . . liberty to captives . . . recovery of sight to the blind" (Luke 4:18-19), and who identified himself with "the least of these," the hungry
and the stranger (Matthew 25:45). Indeed, our commitment to the Catholic social mission of the Church must be rooted in and strengthened by our
spiritual lives. In our relationship with God, we experience the conversion of heart that is necessary to truly love one another as God has loved us.

Edmonton Catholic Schools has a long and proud tradition of participation in acts of social justice. Schools are encouraged to take their students through
a broad range of activities that allow them to experience the many ways that they can make a difference in the world. Indeed, when we consider the Five
Marks of Catholic School Identity, our acts of social justice provide a visible and tangible embodiment of our Catholic worldview.

The beautiful stories of our students and schools as agents of change are captured in our Social Justice Report 2025-2026.



ANNE FITZGERALD

Rooted in faith, the mission of Anne Fitzgerald School is to provide a
Catholic education that empowers all students to grow within a loving
and safe community of kindness. Guided by this mission, staff and
students engaged in a variety of Social Justice initiatives during the
2025-2026 school year, focusing on the Life and Dignity of the Human
Person, the Preferential Option for the Poor, and the call to Family,
Community, and Participation.

In September, students explored themes of hope and resilience through
the life and legacy of Terry Fox by participating in the annual School Run,
raising over $900 for cancer research. Classroom discussions
encouraged reflection on iliness, prayers for healing, and the importance
of community in supporting important causes. In preparation for
Thanksgiving, kindergarten students organized a cereal drive to support
our school breakfast program. Classroom discussions focused on the
importance of proper nourishment for the body, caring for others and
ensuring everyone has what they need. The school was able to gather
70 boxes of cereal!

In November, Grade 4/5 wrote postcards to veterans as an expression
of gratitude for their courage, sacrifice, and commitment to peace. This
activity encouraged students to recognize the dignity of every person
and learn that social justice begins with small, intentional acts of care
that honor others and build a more just and loving world.

December focused on gratitude
and giving back to organizations
that support our community.
Students reflected on the role of
the Edmonton Catholic Schools
Foundation in sustaining our
school meal programs and
participated in the Dream
Builders Challenge, raising nearly
$300. This initiative reinforced
students’ understanding of
contributing to the common good.
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During our winter months, students from Grade 3/4 put their faith into
action by shoveling snow for members of the neighborhood community.
This practical act of service taught the Snow Angels the importance of
loving their neighbour and extending acts of kindness and generosity.
Students demonstrated how small acts of love can strengthen
community and reflect Christ’s call to serve one another.

Our school-wide Lenten project
was dedicated to supporting the
various efforts of the Hope
Mission, an organization that
provides meals to our school 3
days a week. Students reflected
on the vital impact of the Hope
Mission on our school and city.
During morning broadcast,
students learned about the
outreach programs and services
offered by the Hope Mission and how we could contribute to these
programs in small and meaningful ways. Through a school-wide clothing
drive, staff and students were able to collect several boxes and bags of
essential clothing items and personal hygiene products for distribution
through the Hope Mission’s clothing room. Students also dedicated time
to decorating brown paper lunch bags that will be used by the
organization when providing meals to our city’s most vulnerable. More
than 200 bags were decorated many including messages of hope, short
prayers, and letters of encouragement. Students reflected an
understanding of respecting the dignity and value of every person and
providing preferential options to the poor.

In April, classes demonstrated care for God’s creation by participating in
a community clean-up. During Land Based Learning, students reflected
on the need to respect and care for the gifts of creation and act as
environmental stewards. As an extension activity, Grade 1s wrote Care
for Creation cards and delivered them throughout the neighbourhood.

In May, Grade 1 classes created breakfast bags for the Mustard Seed as
part of their engagement experiences through City Hall School. Students
paused to reflect on the importance of serving others and acting in
solidarity as one community. During Land Based Learning, students
from all grades also delivered packets of flower seeds labeled “Growing
together in community" to nearby homes.



ANNUCIATION

Annunciation School remains deeply committed to our charism: “We say
YES to a life of service, action, and love.” This guiding belief has shaped
a year filled with generosity, compassion, and meaningful community
impact.

In November, our school
hosted a dance that raised
$1,000 through the sale of
chips and glow sticks. All
proceeds were donated to
Dreams for Kids, allowing our
students to experience
firsthand the joy of giving.

Our commitment to service continued in December as students and
staff collected 945 pounds of food for the Edmonton Food Bank.
Classrooms collaborated to provide a wide range of healthy perishable
and non-perishable items. The generosity of our students and families
reflects a community that gives from the heart and actively works to
ensure that blessings are shared and paid forward.

In March, a group of students initiated a fundraiser focused on a cause
close to their hearts: animal welfare and safety. As part of their Lenten
journey, they partnered with a teacher to organize a school-wide
awareness and donation campaign for the Second Chances Animal
Rescue Society. Thanks to their leadership, our school community
collected enough pet food, toys, and rescue supplies to fill an entire
truck. A highlight of the event was the adoption of one of the foster dogs
who visited during the school presentation, an outcome that brought
immense joy to the students who helped make it possible.

In May—an especially meaningful month for our school as we honor
Mary, the mother of Jesus—Annunciation partnered with Edmonton
Police Services to support youth in need through the sale of Smile
Cookies. Our community purchased more than 700 cookies, raising
$1,400 to benefit Edmonton youth programs.
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Throughout the year, our
students, families, and staff
have demonstrated exceptional
generosity and a genuine
commitment to living out our
school’s mission. Their actions
continue to inspire a culture of
service, compassion, and love
within and beyond our school
community.



ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH MACNEIL

At Archbishop Joseph MacNeil School, social justice was intentionally
woven into student learning, faith formation, and school culture.
Through both curricular and co-curricular experiences, students were
given authentic opportunities to live out the Gospel and engage with
Catholic Social Teachings, including the dignity of the human person,
solidarity, community, and the preferential option for the poor. These
initiatives helped students understand that faith is expressed not only
through belief, but through action, service, and responsibility to others.

The Business Program supported students in developing responsible
citizenship and stewardship. In Semester 1, Business Market students
donated $506.45 from their profits to the Ben Stelter Foundation,
reinforcing the dignity of the human person and compassion for those
affected by illness. Students learned that financial success carries moral
responsibility. In Semester 2, students committed 10% of profits to a
charity of their choice, strengthening their understanding of stewardship
and ethical decision-making rooted in justice.

School-wide initiatives reflected a strong commitment to serving those
most in need. The Advent Food Drive for the STM Parish Pantry and a
cereal drive helped students recognize food insecurity in their
community. These experiences built empathy, gratitude, and awareness
of inequality while reinforcing Christ’s call to care for others. Students
came to see that social justice begins locally and that small acts can
have meaningful impact.

The school community also
demonstrated solidarity through
the Terry Fox Run, raising
$12,159.91— the highest total
among ECSD schools, second in
Edmonton, and eighth
provincially. This event
highlighted perseverance,
courage, and collective
responsibility. Terry Fox’s story
inspired students to reflect on
how individual and collective actions contribute to the common good.
Additionally, initiatives such as Break a Rule Day, Cake Walks, and
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student-directed fundraising emphasized
participation and community
responsibility. These opportunities gave
students voice and choice, showing that
meaningful change happens through
collaboration and shared purpose. The
“Elves” initiative further embodied love of
neighbor and human dignity through
outreach to St. Leo Parish. Students
purchased, wrapped, and delivered gifts
while creating meaningful connections.
This reinforced that social justice includes
presence, kindness, and relationship-
building, not just financial support.
Together, these experiences fostered a faith-filled community committed
to social justice. Students developed a deeper understanding of Catholic
Social Teachings and applied them through concrete action, growing as
compassionate leaders working toward a more just and caring society.



ARCHBISHOP MACDONALD

Archbishop MacDonald High School demonstrated a strong commitment
to Catholic Social Teaching throughout the year by engaging students
and staff in projects rooted in human dignity, community, solidarity, and
service to those most in need. These initiatives encouraged students to
live out their faith through action while developing a deeper
understanding of compassion, justice, and social responsibility.

A major focus of the school’s outreach was supporting vulnerable
individuals and families in the local community. During the annual
Christmas Hamper Drive, students and families came together to collect
624 kilograms of food, surpassing the previous year’s total. Through
donations, fundraising initiatives, and community support, 35 hampers
were created for families in need, including several within the school
community itself. Additional fundraising efforts included “Dominic the
Donkey,” which raised over $1,000, while online and cash donations
brought the total contributions to more than $3,000. Students learned
the importance of generosity, stewardship, and responding to Christ’s
call to care for others.

The school’s annual 24 Hour
Bike-a-thon further highlighted
the community’s commitment to
service and solidarity.
Approximately 500 students
participated in the event, which
raised $100,000 in support of
the Edmonton Catholic Schools
Foundation Conquer Hunger
Fund and Catholic Social
Services Domestic Abuse Shelter
and Supports. Through this initiative, students experienced the impact
that collective action can have in addressing hunger, supporting
vulnerable families, and strengthening the wider community.

Students also supported the elderly through a partnership with Seniors
Mission Possible by creating 500 Christmas cards that were distributed
to seniors throughout the city. This initiative emphasized the dignity of
every person and reminded students of the importance of combating
loneliness and isolation through acts of kindness and connection.
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Service opportunities also included regular participation with Canadian
Blood Services, where groups of students donated blood throughout the
year. These experiences reinforced themes of sacrifice, generosity, and
the value of contributing to the well-being of others in meaningful and
life-giving ways.

The school community celebrated
diversity and inclusion through
Taste of Mac, an event that
highlighted the many cultures
represented within the school.
Students shared traditional foods,
dances, music, and stories while
developing leadership skills and
fostering a stronger sense of
belonging. The event encouraged
appreciation for the unique gifts of
each culture and reflected the Catholic Social Teaching principle of
community and participation. Additional inclusive initiatives included
student-led paint nights for participants of the 3-2-1 Fun Down
syndrome social group, creating opportunities for friendship, creativity,
and belonging.

Students also demonstrated a commitment to health and community
support through the David Adomako-Ansah Memorial Basketball
Tournament, which honoured the memory of a former student while
raising donations for the Stollery Children’s Hospital. Through
fundraising activities, tributes, and school-wide participation, students
learned about empathy, remembrance, and supporting children and
families facing medical challenges.

Together, these initiatives reflected a school community deeply
anchored in faith and committed to living out the Gospel message
through service, compassion, and social justice.



ARCHBISHOP O’LEARY

This year, O’Leary students have had multiple opportunities to engage in
service to the community and to learn about social justice. Here are
some highlights:

Students showed solidarity through their participation in a year-long
initiative with Canadian Blood Services. On Thursday afternoons,
students and staff from O’Leary boarded the Blood Bus to CBS to
literally give of themselves and save lives. This year, O’Leary donated
more than 40 units of blood. Another opportunity to grow in solidarity
was provided when the Archbishop O'Leary Anti-Racism Team raised
money for the Diversity in Education Scholarship this year by designing
and selling special O'Leary Black Excellence t-shirts. The students also
volunteered to represent ECSD at the Edmonton Police Service's annual
Black History Month event, where they raised awareness and promoted
the scholarship and received over $500 in donations to use for this
year's recipient.

In addition to growing in
solidarity, students showed a
preferential option for the poor
through a number of charitable
actions. Throughout the school
year, students from Braided
Journeys, WIN, and Religion
classes took the time to
volunteer at Edmonton’s Food
Bank and the Veterans Food Bank of Edmonton. Together, students
volunteered more than 700 hours to this great cause. During Lent,
O’Leary took in a collection of food to distribute food hampers at Easter
time to families in the school community. Donations, in food and cash,
totalled over $4,000. As a result, 52 families received help with food at
Easter.

While continuing to take care of the needs of others in the community,
students also participated in events supporting family and community
participation. In April, O’Leary Students’ Union sold Smile cookies to
raise money for MS Canada and the Edmonton Police Foundation. They
also sent a team for the MS walk with $900 to support MS research!
Finally, in the largest event of the year, 127 students participated in the
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annual Bike-a-Thon on April 17th. Students lost some sweat, and some
sleep, to support the ECS Foundation’s Dreams for Kids as well as
Catholic Social Services. This year, O’Leary raised $17,590 with this
great event.

This was truly a great year to
highlight the social
consciousness of O’'Leary
Spartans. In addition to these
highlighted events, students
participated in many other
activities such as neighborhood
cleanups, elementary school
visits, and residential snow
removal. O’Leary has indeed advanced its mission to serve the
community in the name of Christ.



AUSTIN O'BRIEN

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, the Austin O’Brien Catholic
High School community participated in a variety of initiatives that
provided opportunities to put faith into action through service,
compassion, and care for others. Students and staff explored themes of
Catholic Social Teaching while learning that social justice is not just
simply about helping others, but also about recognizing the dignity of
every person and responding to the needs of the community.

The school year began with the
annual Terry Fox Walk, where
students and staff came together
in support of cancer research and
raised over $1,000 for the Terry
Fox Foundation. This initiative
reflected the Catholic Social
Teaching principle of Call to Family, Community, and Participation, as
the school community worked together toward a shared goal. Through
this experience, students learned the importance of supporting causes
that impact others and saw how working together can make a
meaningful difference.

During the fall, attention turned toward supporting students and families
experiencing food insecurity. Through a school-wide granola bar
collection challenge and a teacher-student King/Queen’s Court
volleyball game, students collected more than 3,800 granola bars for
those in need within the school community. This initiative reflected the
principles of Life and Dignity of the Human Person and the Option for
the Poor and Vulnerable. Students explored how access to basic needs,
such as food, connects to human dignity and discussed the
responsibility communities have to care for one another.

During Advent, the Austin O’'Brien community continued its focus on
service and generosity by creating over 40 Christmas hampers for local
families. Students and staff donated hundreds of food items and holiday
essentials to help support families during the Christmas season. This
initiative encouraged students to reflect on themes of compassion,
hope, and service while recognizing that even small acts of generosity
can have a meaningful impact on others. The AOB staff took the time to
deliver all of these hampers personally.

3.1

The annual Multicultural Day
celebration at AOB also
provided an opportunity for
students and staff to come
together and celebrate the
diversity within the school
community through food,
traditions, music, and dance.
The event raised hundreds of
dollars for the ECS Foundation
and reflected the Catholic Social Teaching principles of Human Dignity
and Solidarity. Students learned the importance of recognizing and
appreciating the unique gifts, experiences, and cultures that each
person brings to the community.

The year concluded with the annual Bike-A-Thon in support of Catholic
Social Services, which raised over $40,000. This initiative reflected the
school’s ongoing commitment to service and helping those experiencing
hardship. Through their participation and fundraising efforts, students
saw how their individual contributions can work toward a larger purpose
and create positive change for others. This event also supported our
Unified Games Team financially, allowing a large team to compete this
year in both the Fall and the Spring.

Throughout the year, these initiatives allowed students and staff to
deepen their understanding of Catholic Social Teaching and experience
what it means to live out the values of Catholic education. Through
service, reflection, and community involvement, the Austin O’Brien
community continued to grow in its commitment to faith, compassion,
and social responsibility.



BEN CALF ROBE - ST. CLARE

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, the staff and students of Ben
Calf Robe St. Clare School demonstrated a deep commitment to
Catholic Social Teaching through acts of service, advocacy,
reconciliation, and community care. Rooted in faith and guided by the
values of human dignity, solidarity, and the common good, the school
community worked intentionally to create meaningful opportunities for
learning, reflection, and action.

BCR recognized the importance of Truth and Reconciliation through its
Orange Shirt Day assembly and community walk. Students, staff,
families, and community members gathered to honour Survivors of
residential schools and remember the children who never returned
home. Through prayer, storytelling, and learning opportunities, students
developed a greater understanding of the lasting impacts of residential
schools on Indigenous families and communities. The walk served as
both an act of remembrance and a public commitment to reconciliation,
reflecting the Catholic call to justice, healing, and respect for the dignity
of every person.

BCR was able to live out the
Catholic Social Teachings of
Solidarity and Community by
supporting St. Clare parish after
their stained-glass windows were
broken as a result of vandalism.
BCR students created art panels
to fit into the broken windows.
Students presented these to the
parish on a Friday morning liturgy
as part of the offertory. The
parishioners of St. Clare were very touched by the students’ kindness
and loved seeing the artwork in their church. It turned what was a very
sad situation into something heartwarming and memorable and brought
the school and church communities closer together.

The school community also prioritized mental health, inclusion, and
kindness throughout the year. During Hats On for Mental Health Day,
students and staff participated in activities and conversations that
promoted awareness of mental wellness and encouraged openness,
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compassion, and support for one another. Pink Shirt Day further
strengthened the school’s commitment to anti-bullying and respectful
relationships. Students engaged in discussions about empathy,
acceptance, and the responsibility each person carries to create safe
and welcoming environments where all individuals are valued and
respected.

A significant focus of the year centered on
honouring Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit
People (MMIWG2S+). The school held
awareness activities, prayers, a memorial
walk, smudging, and honour songs to
remember those who have been lost and
to stand in solidarity with families and
communities affected by violence. These
experiences created opportunities for
students to reflect on justice, human
dignity, and the importance of using their
voices to advocate for change. Through
culturally grounded teachings and faith-
based reflection, students were
encouraged to recognize their role in
building a more just and compassionate society.

The school also lived out Catholic Social Teaching through ongoing
outreach and support for families in the community. Weekly food
hampers provided fresh produce donated by H&W Produce, along with
vegetables, eggs, and chicken supplied by Meadow Creek Farms. In
addition, bi-weekly donations from Cobb’s Bread supported families
experiencing food insecurity. These initiatives ensured that many
families had access to nutritious food while strengthening the sense of
belonging and care within the school community. Students witnessed
the importance of generosity, stewardship, and service to others through
these ongoing acts of compassion.

As a Cree language and culture school, the integration of Indigenous
teachings, language, prayer, and ceremony remained central to the
school’s identity and daily life. Throughout the year, the school
community continued to foster an environment where faith, culture,
reconciliation, and social justice were woven together in meaningful and
authentic ways.



BISHOP DAVID MOTIUK

Bishop David Motiuk Catholic Elementary/Junior High IB World School
students participated in a variety of social justice initiatives throughout
the school year that reflected the values of Catholic Social Teaching and
demonstrated care for others in both the school and community.

During the Advent season, students and staff came together to support
families in need through a Christmas hamper campaign. Food hampers
were assembled for families within the school community, and students
also collected socks and other essential items to support vulnerable
individuals and families during the winter season. These initiatives
highlighted the importance of solidarity, compassion, and the
preferential option for the poor.

This year, students and staff also supported the Edmonton Catholic
Schools Foundation through a school-wide movie afternoon and
concession fundraiser. Through this initiative, students demonstrated
community participation and a commitment to helping support programs
and opportunities for students across the division.

One of the most meaningful
experiences of the year
involved two Grade 9
Community Project groups
visiting Shepherd’s Care
Kensington Campus. Mentor
Teachers and students spent
the morning in the dedicated
dementia and secure memory
care section of the campus.
Guided by an event
coordinator, students participated in balloon games, dancing,
conversations, and activities with the residents. The experience provided
students with an opportunity to demonstrate respect for the dignity of
every human person while building meaningful connections with seniors
in the community. It was a beautiful and memorable experience for
everyone involved.

Students in the IB Primary Years and Middle Years Programmes also
took meaningful action through their "Community Projects" and
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"Exhibition" work. Grade 5 and
Grade 9 students explored local
and global issues and worked
to make a positive impact in
their communities. Projects
included raising awareness
about water conservation,
supporting the Stollery
Children’s Hospital through
donations and gifts for
hospitalized children, and
volunteering at the Edmonton Food Bank. Through these experiences,
students developed a greater understanding of service, empathy,
stewardship, and social responsibility.

Throughout the year, Bishop David Motiuk students continued to live out
their faith through acts of service, compassion, and advocacy. These
experiences helped students recognize their responsibility to care for
others, promote human dignity, and work toward building a more just
and caring society.
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BISHOP GRESCHUK

In our relationship with God, we experience the conversion of heart that
is necessary to truly love one another as God has loved us. At Bishop
Grischuk, our Social Justice Projects were led by our role model to,
"Share the Warmth" as Bishop Greschuk would do. To all of us in the BG
community this means sharing with others so they too experience the
warmth of friendship and have what they need to feel warmth from the
embrace of others around them.

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred. This belief is
the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching. We believe
that every person is precious, that people are more important than
things. Terry Fox decided to start the Marathon of Hope for all people to
overcome cancer. We began in September; the whole school
participated in the Terry Fox Run as a community call to participation. All
520 students ran laps around the field and chose a person they knew to
give them hope. We raised thousands of dollars.

We are our brothers and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be. Loving
our neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking world. At the core of
the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace. The Gospel
calls us to be peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and brothers
demands that we promote peace in a world so in November, the
students donated quarters, loonies or two-dollar coins to give to the
Veterans, Royal Canadian Legion, before Remembrance Day. We
focused on the Fruits of the Spirit, highlighting peace and being the
peacekeepers in our community.

In November, as a preferential option for
the poor, and for our most vulnerable
neighbors in need, we collected 3 large
bags of tuques, mittens, and scarves as
part of our "Share the Warmth" Campaign to
donate to the Marian Centre. We also
collected 5 large boxes of food including
pasta, rice, cans, cereal, and juice that was
given to a neighboring Catholic school for
their food bank. The food was given to
families in need that go to the school in
assistance for daily meals.

3.1

February was a call to families and the community, in particular, how we
organize our society in economics that affects human dignity. Families
are the central social institutions that must be supported and
strengthened. We believe people have a right and a duty to participate
in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all,
especially poor, elderly, and vulnerable people. For this reason, Bishop
Greschuk school and all our students with their buddies created 350
hope-filled Cards of Kindness for residents of St. Michael's Extended
Care, cards for the residents at Extendicare Eaux Claires, and 'Thank
you' cards for the nurses and staff at St. Michael's Extended Care.

We show our
respect for the
Creator by our
stewardship of
creation. We
protect people
and the planet,
living our faith
in relationship
with all of
God’s creation. At Bishop Greschuk, we planted seeds of hope on
orange hearts and placed the messages in our front planters at the
beginning of the year. The students wrote their hopes and prayers for
building relationships.

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and
a healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are
protected. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a
right to those things required for human decency. Each year we collect
POP TABS for wheels. These aluminum tabs on cans are collected by our
local Knights of Columbus that gives the money earned from the weight
of the recycled tabs to give wheelchairs to those in need. This year we
collected 4 boxes full of tabs. Last year our tabs contributed to 2 people
receiving free motorized wheelchairs.

Bishop Greschuk has so many wonderful generous families that are truly
very generous. Our soft spot is giving to our community in solidarity, by
ensuring that we build a strong Catholic community.
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BISHOP SAVARYN

The mission of Ecole Bishop Savaryn is to provide a Catholic education
that empowers students to achieve their full potential and develop
leadership skills in service to others, following the teachings of Jesus.
Throughout the year, our Student Council exemplified this mission by
creating meaningful opportunities for students to live out their faith
through purposeful social justice initiatives rooted in Catholic Social
Teaching. Guided by the principles of the Dignity of the Human Person
and Care for the Vulnerable, students led fundraising efforts for the
Terry Fox Foundation, affirming our call as a Catholic community to
support those who are sick and facing hardship. In November, the

St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive was a great success, demonstrating
compassion and a collective responsibility to address food insecurity
within our community.

In January, students organized a Clothing Drive in support of The
Mustard Seed, responding to identified needs such as reusable water
bottles, mitts, and hygiene items. This initiative reflected solidarity,
compassion, and respect for human dignity by providing essential items
to those experiencing poverty and homelessness.

Student leadership and generosity were further evident through the
Valentine’s Day candy gram fundraiser, which raised over $600 for the
ECS Foundation. This initiative fostered collaboration and responsibility
for the common good, reinforcing the importance of supporting others
through joyful service.

Faith and service were powerfully woven
together during Lent, marking the fourth
consecutive year that our students led the
Stations of the Cross at St. Charles Parish.
Students participated with reverence and
pride, strengthening the connection between
our school and parish community. Building
on this spirit of service, the Lenten Brown
Bag Food Drive—guided by the needs
identified by St. Vincent de Paul—was highly
successful and encouraged students to
respond compassionately to hunger in our
community.
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In honour of the Month of Mary and Mother’s Day, students organized a
Clothing Drive for WIN House, supporting women and children in need.
This initiative reflected the Catholic Social Teaching principles of Call to
Family, Community, and Participation, as well as Care for the Vulnerable,
by recognizing the dignity and importance of family, safety, and respect
for life. For their final social justice initiative, Student Council members
created and sold bracelets in support of an ALS warrior. This act of
solidarity allowed students to tangibly express compassion and
accompaniment, standing alongside those who face iliness and
adversity.

Prayer remains central to daily life at Ecole Bishop Savaryn. Through
daily announcements, celebrations, monthly assemblies, and the Rosary
Club, students and staff gather in prayer, offering intentions and growing
together in faith. Monthly assemblies are student-led and focus on a
saint and corresponding virtue, helping students deepen their
understanding of Gospel values and apply them in daily life.

Our strong relationship with
St. Charles Parish further supports
students’ faith formation. Deacon
Joseph regularly visits classrooms
and leads learning in our chapel,
helping students understand the
components of the Mass and
explore Catholic Social Teaching in
meaningful ways. Each year,
students also attend Mass at the
Parish, strengthening their sense of belonging to the wider Church
community. During Lent, for the fourth consecutive year, our students
lead the Stations of the Cross for the St. Charles’ community.

Through these initiatives, our Student Council has empowered students
to become faith-filled leaders who actively live the Gospel message. By
embedding Catholic Social Teaching into service, prayer, and leadership,
students have strengthened our school community and deepened their
understanding of compassion, justice, and service. They embody our
school charism: Leaders Grow Here...as Disciples of Jesus.



BLESSED JOHN PAUL |

Throughout the school year, students and staff at Blessed John Paul 1
engaged in a series of Social Justice initiatives rooted in Catholic Social
Teaching, fostering growth in awareness, compassion, and responsibility
for others and for God’s creation. These experiences emphasized that
faith is lived most fully through relationships, service, and ongoing
reflection.

The year began with a focus on Dignity of the Human Person and
Solidarity through the creation of age-appropriate land
acknowledgements and commitments to Turtle Island. Students
reflected on who they are, where they come from, whose land they live
on, and how they are called to care for the land. These
acknowledgements were used throughout the year during assembilies,
liturgical celebrations and school events reinforcing a shared
responsibility to reconciliation, respect for Indigenous Peoples, and Care
for God’s Creation.

In November, students explored Solidarity and Peace through Postcards
for Peace, creating anonymous
messages for Veterans in
Edmonton. The postcards
expressed gratitude,
remembrance, and personal
commitments to being
peacemakers at home, at
school, and in the community,
helping students understand
that peace is rooted in justice
and compassion.

During Advent, the school participated in a Christmas Kindness Drive in
support of individuals experiencing homelessness, highlighting the
Preferential Option for the Poor and the Call to Community and
Participation. Students collected toques, socks, and gloves for delivery
to The Mustard Seed. Each donation was accompanied by reflective
ornaments inspired by the book “Maybe,” reminding the community that
small acts of kindness can create meaningful change. A significant
quantity of winter clothing was donated, affirming dignity and shared
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responsibility. As well, our school held a “hat day” fundraising event,
which raised funds which were donated to the ECS Foundation.

In January, the focus turned to intergenerational connection through

Kindness Across Generations. Students created artwork and letters for
residents of
Churchill Manor, a
seniors’ residence.
This initiative
embodied Solidarity
and respect for
human dignity by
fostering empathy,
joy, and a sense of
belonging across
generations.

During February and March, students explored Rights and
Responsibilities through learning about fairness, empathy, and
kindness. Visual art and a gallery walk encouraged respectful dialogue
and reflection, reinforcing the understanding that justice begins with
listening, inclusion, and everyday actions.

In April, attention shifted to Care for God’s Creation as each class
explored environmental stewardship through inquiry and action. Topics
included waste, consumption, environmental challenges, and advocacy.
Learning was shared with the wider community, emphasizing that caring
for the Earth is both a moral responsibility and a shared mission.

In May our focus was on peace through prayer and advocacy. Younger
students offered peace intentions connected to Papal Mission
initiatives, while older students participated in letter writing to public
officials on issues of peace and the common good. In June, our school
will hold a food drive, which will be donated to our parish, Corpus Christi.
Together, these experiences emphasized that prayer, advocacy, and
action are interconnected responses to the Gospel call.
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CARDINAL COLLINS ACADEMIC
CENTRES

Throughout the 2025-26 school year, we have engaged our students
with social justice activities and teachings about the importance of
helping others. We teach them that it is our duty to look after our
neighbours as that is what God calls us to do. Students prepared
Christmas cards for the
residents of Good Shepherd
Seniors Home and
collaborated with the
St. Theresa Family of
Schools to collect food
donations for the Food
Bank. It has also been a
tradition at our Mill Woods
site to collect pop can tabs
for a wheelchair project at
St. Theresa parish. In
addition to these initiatives,
students have volunteered at the Food Bank and they have spent time
walking around the neighbourhood of the school’s site to clean up litter.
We teach our students that you should always do what you can to help
and beautify your community.
Through our Braided Journeys program,
students did social justice projects
around residential schools (healing
circle), Orange Shirt Day, and MMIW.
Students received teachings from
Elders and Knowledge keepers
regarding the importance of social
justice.
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CARDINAL LEGER

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, Cardinal Léger School
continued to live out its mission of service, compassion, and community
through meaningful social justice initiatives that united students, staff,
and families.

We began with the Terry Fox Run, where students learned about courage
and perseverance while raising funds for cancer research. In November,
our school honoured Canadian veterans by supporting the Poppy Fund
and participating in a reflective Remembrance Day ceremony that
emphasized gratitude and peace.

As Christmas approached, our
community supported local families
through our annual Christmas Hamper
initiative, with each class contributing
food items to help ensure that those
facing hardship felt cared for during the
holiday season. December also
included the December Dance,
student-teacher volleyball game, and
Christmas activities, with proceeds
supporting Dreams for Kids and
reminding students that celebration
and service can go hand in hand.

February brought Candy Grams and a bake sale, encouraging kindness
and connection while raising funds for ongoing social justice work.

In March, Numeracy Week combined learning with action, raising
$513.75 for the Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund and deepening
students’ understanding of reconciliation. April showcased strong
student leadership as Grade 8 students organized bake sales, Crumbl
cookie sales, and gift basket raffles to support Sleep in Heavenly Peace,
helping provide beds for children in need. Staff also contributed through
Grace for the Heart & Soul, donating essential items to Basically Babies
to support vulnerable newborns.
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In May, prayer blankets from the Jubilee Year were blessed and donated
to individuals in need, offering comfort and spiritual support. The month
also included a toiletry drive for the Elizabeth Fry Society, with students
and families donating essential hygiene items to uphold dignity for
women and families facing systemic challenges.

Together, these initiatives
demonstrated our school’s
commitment to Catholic Social
Teaching and helped students
understand that every act of
kindness, big or small, can
make a meaningful difference.
The 2025-2026 school year
was filled with generosity,
leadership, and hope, and our
community remains committed
to nurturing young people who
live their faith through service and compassion.



CHRIST THE KING

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, Christ the King School lived
out its call to social justice by engaging students in meaningful acts of
service, compassion, and solidarity. Guided by Catholic Social Teaching—
particularly the Dignity of the Human Person, Preferential Option for the
Poor, Community and the Common Good, Stewardship of Creation, and
Solidarity—students were provided with many opportunities to support
others locally and beyond the school community.

The year began with participation in the
Terry Fox Foundation Walk/Run, where
students learned about perseverance,
dignity, and hope through assemblies,
videos, and classroom activities. This
collective effort emphasized the power
of working together for the common
good, and monies raised were donated
to the Terry Fox Foundation. On
September 29th, 2025, Christ the King
School participated in Orange Shirt Day,
honoring the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation. Staff and students wore orange shirts as a visible sign of
remembrance and respect for residential school survivors and their
families. Orange ribbons were tied along the school fence, accompanied
by a poster board displaying the 94 Calls to Action. Students engaged in
a variety of educational activities and games and learned to make
Bannock, fostering greater understanding, reflection, and commitment
to reconciliation. Support for Indigenous justice and awareness
continued on May 5th, 2026, when the school observed Red Dress Day
in honour of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. Our
Indigenous Lead Teacher led meaningful presentations in the Learning
Commons, providing students with age-appropriate learning and
opportunities for reflection. Students and staff wore red and black, and
a respectful display of missing and murdered Indigenous women was
shared at the school entrance, reinforcing the Church’s call to dignity,
justice, and solidarity with marginalized communities. During Advent, the
school organized A Glimmer of Hope: Teddy Bear Collection for the
Stollery Children’s Hospital. Students donated new stuffed animals and
wrote cards with messages of encouragement, reflecting on compassion
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and the dignity of children facing iliness. The initiative demonstrated
generosity and care for vulnerable members of the community.

Support for the Edmonton Food Bank
took place during November Student
Led Conferences through donations of
non-perishable items, with additional
contributions collected during the
March Book Fair. These efforts helped
students understand responsibility
toward those experiencing food
insecurity. The school also participated
in Jump Rope for Heart during April and
May, raising funds and awareness for
the Heart and Stroke Foundation.
Junior high students showed leadership through service-focused
initiatives. Candygram sales raised $243.00 for the ECS Foundation,
while a Loonie donation at the junior high dance raised money for the
Dream Makers’ and Guardian Angels Funds. Students also participated
in Hats On for Mental Health on Bell Let’s Talk Day, raising $182.25 for
Kids Help Phone and learning the importance of mental health and
well-being. On March 26th, Christ the King celebrated Multicultural Day
to honour the cultural diversity within our school community. Students
wore clothing or colours representing their cultures, and junior high
students created interactive booths featuring music, games, and face
painting for elementary classes to visit. Food sampling tickets sold by
junior high students raised approximately $1,500, which was donated to
the ECS Foundation and the Stollery Children’s Hospital. Students also
demonstrated environmental stewardship on Earth Day (April 22) by
cleaning the school grounds and learning about reducing, reusing, and
recycling as ways to care for God’s creation. On May 6th, Grade 9
students visited the McConachie Gardens, where they engaged in
meaningful intergenerational conversations and interactions. This
experience emphasized empathy, respect, and the dignity of seniors
while strengthening students’ sense of community and connection.
Together, these initiatives formed a cohesive journey of faith-filled
action. Students learned that acts of service—whether offering food,
comfort, encouragement, fundraising, advocacy, or remembrance—are
tangible expressions of Christ’s love. Throughout the year, the Christ the
King school community demonstrated that living out Catholic Social
Teaching is not only a responsibility, but a joyful way to bring hope to
others!
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CORPUS CHRISTI

Throughout this school year, our Kindergarten to Grade 9 students
embraced social justice as a meaningful way to live out our faith and
care for others in our community. Rather than focusing only on raising
money or collecting items, most of our social justice initiatives were
inspired, planned, and carried out by students themselves to find and
implement ways to make our community and world a better place
through Acts of Service and generosity of spirit. This student leadership
helped our learners see that even small acts of kindness can make a
significant difference in the lives of others. While our social justice
projects addressed several key themes of Catholic Social Teachings,
much of our service has been geared toward fostering the Life and
Dignity of the Human Person, providing Preferential Treatment to the
Poor and answering the call to Family, Community and Participation.

In September, our school community
began the year by participating in
Terry Fox activities. Students learned
about courage, perseverance, and the
importance of helping others through
Terry’s story. These early
conversations helped establish a
foundation for understanding that
social justice means recognizing the
dignity of every person and
responding with compassion and
action. Of course, our day ended with
a Terry Fox Run/Walk in the community that raised over $3000!

Classes engaged in projects that supported both our local and wider
community. Students collected food for the St. Theresa Food Bank to
help families in our neighborhood who may be experiencing hardship. As
these collections took place, classrooms held thoughtful conversations
about food security, the importance of sharing what we can, and our call
to give generously when we have enough to help those who may have
less. These discussions helped students understand that social justice
begins with awareness and grows through action. Staff members set
aside an afternoon to pack and donate personal items to our most
vulnerable through the Herb Jamieson center, decorating the bags with
messages of love and hope. Students in division 2 collected books from
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their own homes to donate to child care centers in our area, spreading
the love of reading to younger students in our community. Grade 4
students made and delivered Cards of Kindness to neighbors of our
school community, leaving them on the doorstep or in the mailbox to
bring cheer to them when they returned home for the day.

Our community enjoys a storm water
pond which is used as a Wellness Walk
destination and to ensure Care for
Creation, our junior high science
students regularly walk to the
community pond to gather and dispose
of garbage and other items that are left
around, possibly endangering the water
fowl that live there.

Social Justice projects that are based in

Acts of Service and envisioned by the

students will continue to be the focus of

our school's commitment to Catholic
Social Teachings.



DIVINE MERCY

Divine Mercy School created a new vision statement that would guide
the actions of the students and staff within the school and the greater
community. It states that students will “grow as kind, faith-filled leaders
who strive for excellence as they serve the world with empathy, integrity,
and compassion.” The Divine Mercy School Community placed a
significant emphasis on monthly acts of service to live up to their vision
statement.

In September, the school community focused on supporting the Terry
Fox Foundation and cancer research by raising donations and pledges
for this amazing cause. A member of the Terry Fox Foundation came to
the school to kick-start their project and teach students more about
Terry Fox and the impacts of cancer. By the time the school held their
annual Terry Fox Run on September 26th, the school had raised over
$1,000 for the Terry Fox Foundation.

November brought a focus on the social justice theme of Solidarity. The
school began a campaign to raise money for the Royal Canadian Legion
Poppy Fund. Students heard stories from military veterans and current
service members about the importance of sacrifice and the courage
required to stand up in solidarity for others in our world. The school
successfully raised hundreds of dollars for the Poppy Fund through their
month-long efforts.

In December, the school focused
on the Preferential Option for the
Poor as the school learned about
many members in their community
who did not have appropriate
clothing for the winter season. The
school immediately began a
campaign to collect hats, gloves,
scarves and socks for those in
need in the city of Edmonton. The
students were overjoyed when
they learned that they had collected hundreds of articles of clothing to
help children in need in our city. The articles of clothing were donated to
the families of St. Elizabeth school, and to the Help Portrait of
Edmonton.
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In the new year, Divine Mercy school began two different social justice
initiatives. The first initiative connected to the teachings of “Care for
Creation” and was in support of the Edmonton Humane Society. The
Divine Mercy School Community collected items that the Edmonton
Humane Society was in need of, including animal food, treats, toys, and
more. Over a dozen boxes of donations were collected for the Edmonton
Humane Society. At the same time, the school continued an annual
tradition of baking cookies and making hand-made cards for senior
citizens living in their community. They then spent an afternoon
delivering these items and visiting.

In March, St. Theresa Parish
reached out to Divine Mercy
School asking for support for their
Parish Food Pantry. The school
answered the call and
immediately began collecting food
and personal hygiene supplies to
restock the St. Theresa Parish
Pantry. After a few short weeks of
collecting donations from the
community, the school was able to
donate two full truckloads of supplies to the Parish.

In April, students began looking for ways that they could Care of Creation
and encourage others to take better care of nature as well. Students
decided to collect old batteries in order to have them properly recycled
at an Eco Station. By the end of April, hundreds of old batteries were
collected for proper recycling. To extend their project, classes took turns
taking walks through the local community to pick up litter and garbage
for proper disposal.

Throughout the month of May, students collected pledges and donations
for a Jump-A-Thon that was held at the end of the month. Students were
successfully able to raise over $1,000 through this event and showed
off their jump-rope skills in the process!

This year, students were successfully able to demonstrate how they live
up to the Divine Mercy mission statement of being “kind, inclusive, and
confident individuals who spread God’s love,” and the overall vision of
being “faith-filled leaders who strive for excellence as they serve the
world with empathy, integrity, and compassion."



FACILITY SERVICES

The Facility Services team has participated in a variety of Social Justice
initiatives throughout the 2025-2026 year, in both small group and
department-wide efforts.

Multiple themes of Catholic Social Teaching were at the heart of these
activities, but specifically the themes of “Call to Family, Community and
Participation”, “Care for God’s Creation”, and “Preferential Option for the
Poor” were the key areas of service.

Facility Services staff contributed
to the Edmonton Food Bank by
running three collections during
the year. The collections occurred
during September for school
opening season, December for
Christmas season, and again in
June as we wrap up the school
year with our staff year end BBQ.
Of note, our collection at
Christmas 2025 amounted to 56
Kilograms of food to support those in our community.

Facility Services also contributes to the ECS Foundation by way of
monetary donations with amounts collected at our staff gatherings. A
donation of $790 was collected and provided to the ECS Foundation in
support of the Foundation’s work within the ECSD community.

Facility Services partners with Shanked Computer Recycling Inc. to
undertake the environmentally responsible practice of recycling
electronic equipment from across the Division that has reached the end
of useful life. As part of that partnership, Shanked donated $2,000 to
the ECS Foundation, a practice that Shanked undertakes annually, in
support of the greater ECSD community.
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During the annual Grace for the
Heart and Soul/Care for Creation
event, Facility Services staff
participated in a variety of acts of
service to support the greater
Edmonton community. These acts
of service included blood
donation with Canadian Blood
Services (21 staff), warehouse
shifts at the Edmonton Food Bank
(39 staff), City clean-up efforts
(27 staff), and the delivery of meals through Edmonton’s Meals on
Wheels (14 staff).

Through these efforts, the Facility Services team contributes to the many
aspects of Catholic Social Teachings throughout the year in both their
daily work and the named focused social justice initiatives.



FATHER LEO GREEN

Throughout the school year, Ecole/Escuela Father Leo Green Elementary
School engaged in a series of Social Justice Projects that brought
Catholic Social Teaching to life through prayer, compassion, solidarity,
and a deep respect for human dignity. Each initiative invited students
and staff to reflect on their responsibility to care for one another and to
contribute to a more just and loving world.

The year began with a renewed focus on communal prayer. Students
shared intentions over the morning broadcast, offering prayers for loved
ones and for members of the school community in need. These
moments strengthened a sense of belonging and reminded everyone
that each person deserves care and compassion.

A significant focus of the year
centered on Truth and
Reconciliation. In honour of
Orange Shirt Day, classroom
circles created space for
learning about Indigenous
history, voice, and
reconciliation. Students
explored Phyllis Webstad'’s,
“With Our Orange Hearts” and “Every Child Matters,” reflecting on the
experiences of Indigenous children and families affected by residential
schools. They wrote personal commitments on paper feathers, which
were assembled into a display reading “Reconciliation is the work of all
of us” and “Every Child Matters.” This display served as a daily reminder
that reconciliation required ongoing commitment.

Cultural learning deepened when a traditional Dia de los Muertos altar
was set up in the school. Guided sessions helped students understand
the cultural and spiritual significance of this Mexican tradition. They
learned about the symbolic elements of the altar and created alebrijes—
imaginative spiritual animals that were added to the display. This
experience supported the school’s commitment to creating welcoming,
caring, safe, and inclusive spaces rooted in human dignity.
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During Advent, the community embraced
generosity through a friendly staff
gingerbread house competition. Students
voted for their favourite design, and the
winning student took the gingerbread
house home for Christmas. All proceeds
supported the ECS Foundation Dream
Maker Fund, demonstrating how small acts
of giving could make a meaningful
difference.

In February, the school participated in a St. Valentine’s Day Display
focused on kindness, positive relationships, and belonging. Each
student wrote a positive message on a paper “brick,” which was
assembled into a display representing Father Leo Green School. The
project highlighted how the community was built through the thoughtful
contributions of every student.

During Lent, classroom visits encouraged students to reflect on
kindness, self-improvement, and caring for others. Students wrote
personal Lenten commitments on paper hearts, which were arranged
into a cross symbolizing unity and shared values.

Later in the spring, students participated in an Earth Day field clean-up,
working together to care for the school grounds as an expression of their
respect for creation. They collected litter, sorted recyclables, and
ensured the field was left clean and safe. Their efforts offered a visible
reminder that caring for the environment was a responsibility lived out
through action.

Together, these experiences formed a cohesive story of a community
striving to live its faith through justice, compassion, and solidarity. Each
project rooted in dignity, respect, and shared responsibility helped
students understand that social justice is not a single act but a way of
being that shapes how they learn, serve, and care for the world around
them.



FATHER MICHAEL MCCAFFERY

For the first time this fall, we elected a student Social Justice Vice
President who oversaw the portfolio of student justice, reflecting our
commitment to human dignity and participation, key principles of
Catholic Social Teaching. This student leadership role empowered youth
voice and encouraged active participation in promoting justice within our
school community.

The committee worked throughout the year to provide awareness
around Rights and Responsibilities and Solidarity, both central tenets of
Catholic Social Teaching. Through their efforts, students were reminded
that all people are created in the image and likeness of God and are
therefore entitled to fundamental rights, while also being called to
uphold responsibilities toward others.

They led two awareness campaigns. The first focused on African
American figures who shaped history to protect the rights of all human
beings. This initiative highlighted the principle of human dignity and
reinforced our call to stand in solidarity with those who have faced
injustice and discrimination. The second campaign supported women
and highlighted those who have advanced women’s rights throughout
history, emphasizing the importance of equality, respect, and the dignity
of every person, regardless of gender.

The largest social justice project
undertaken this year was a clothing drive
during Advent in support of Hope Mission.
This initiative beautifully reflected the
principles of the common good and the
preferential option for the poor, as an
incredible amount of clothing was
gathered by our school community and
shared with those in need. This act of
generosity demonstrated our faith in
action, particularly during the Advent
season of preparation and giving.

One of our Religion classes raised $253.15 for Basically Babies in
support of pregnant and parenting teens through a student-led bake
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sale. This initiative reflected both solidarity and the dignity of life, as
students supported their peers facing challenging circumstances. It was
a meaningful example of students recognizing their responsibility to care
for others within their community.

Our Cozy Craft Club spent several months preparing Mother’s Day crafts,
including crochet items and 3D-printed goods. They hosted our first-ever
Farmer’'s Market and raised $580.25 for WIN House. This project
demonstrated solidarity with women and families experiencing crisis
situations, while also promoting human dignity by supporting safe
spaces for those in need.

This spring, staff came together to
raise $600 for Compassion
House, which provides a “home
away from home” for women
undergoing cancer treatments
who are from out of town. This
initiative embodied the principles
of compassion, solidarity, and care
for the vulnerable, recognizing the
dignity of those experiencing
iliness. In addition to the financial
contribution, staff organized a yard clean-up to prepare the space for
spring, further demonstrating a commitment to service and the common
good.
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FATHER MICHAEL MIREAU

Over the course of the year, the Father Michael Mireau school
community engaged in meaningful Social Justice initiatives rooted in
Catholic Social Teaching, particularly the dignity of the human person,
solidarity, stewardship, and a preferential option for the vulnerable.

One significant project emerged
after a student was involved in a
serious car accident and required
a thoracic brace. Our Emotional
Behavioral Specialist connected
with Medi Pals to create a custom
teddy bear wearing a 3D-printed
brace to support the student’s
recovery. This compassionate
gesture became a catalyst for
reflection and action within the
school. Inspired by this act of
care, students and staff were
moved to “pay it forward,”
choosing to support this non-profit organization, which is run by a 12-
year-old in Vancouver. Through the sale of Candy Cane Grams, the
school community raised $1,254, which was donated to Medi Pals.
These funds enabled the creation of an additional 130 teddy bears
representing a range of medical experiences, including casts, IV
treatments, and dialysis. The bears were delivered to the Stollery
Children's Hospital by our Emotional Behavioral Specialist and the
student’s family, where they will provide comfort and reassurance to
children during times of uncertainty and healing. Further amplifying this
impact, the Father Michael Mireau Parent Council committed to
matching the original $1,254 donation to Medi Pals.

In addition to this initiative, the school community participated in a
large-scale food drive in support of St. Theresa's Parish. Each class was
assigned a specific food item to contribute, promoting shared
responsibility and intentional giving. Through this coordinated effort, the
school collected enough donations to fill three vehicles, demonstrating a
strong commitment to addressing food insecurity within the local
community.
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Our school also supported broader charitable initiatives by raising funds
for the Terry Fox Foundation and Jump Rope for Heart. These efforts
reinforced the values of compassion, service, and social responsibility,
while helping students understand the importance of contributing to
causes that support health and well-being.

During the Lenten season,
students embraced almsgiving
through a variety of meaningful
initiatives. In addition to a school-
wide pop tab collection in support
of Pop Tabs for Wheelchairs,
where students learned how
small, consistent actions can
contribute to funding mobility
devices, one class undertook a
particularly hands-on service
project. Students in Grade 3
engaged in a collaborative inquiry process, brainstorming and voting on
how they could make a difference, ultimately choosing to support the
Edmonton Humane Society. Through this student-led initiative, the class
created handmade toys for shelter animals and designed thoughtful
thank-you cards for staff and volunteers. Over several afternoons,
students worked together to prepare these items, demonstrating care,
empathy, and gratitude. The class has since visited the Edmonton
Humane Society facility, where they participated in educational
programming and delivered their handmade donations in person. This
experience provided students with a meaningful opportunity to connect
their learning to real-world impact while recognizing the importance of
compassion and stewardship for all of God’s creation.

Through these initiatives, students deepened their understanding of
living out their faith through action. They reflected on the importance of
compassion, justice, and service, and recognized the impact of
collective efforts in supporting those in need. Staff supported this
learning by fostering meaningful discussions and providing opportunities
for students to engage in authentic acts of service. Together, these
experiences demonstrate how compassion and community can create
tangible change, reinforcing the call to serve others with dignity and love
while building a more just and caring world.



FATHER MICHAEL TROY

Throughout the school year, Father Michael Troy School engaged in a
wide range of Social Justice initiatives that reflected a deliberate
commitment to Catholic Social Teaching. These initiatives formed a
cohesive story of faith in action, rooted in service, dignity, and
community responsibility.

The year began with a focus on
Rights and Responsibilities by
supporting the Terry Fox
Foundation. The school
community united in the Terry Fox
Run, learning about resilience,
perseverance, and the reality that
cancer can affect anyone. By
raising $1,342.65 for cancer
research, students demonstrated
solidarity with those who suffer
and recognized their responsibility to support life-saving work. This
theme of shared responsibility continued in the fall through fundraising
for the Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Fund, including homeroom
donations, which raised $54.55. In connection with Remembrance Day
and the No Stone Left Alone initiative, students reflected deeply on
sacrifice, peace, and gratitude for those who served, reinforcing the
moral duty to remember and honour human dignity.

A commitment to equity and access emerged strongly in November
through support of the Alberta Science Network, where $217 was raised
through canteen sales. This initiative ensured that all Grade 9 students,
regardless of socioeconomic background, could participate in an
enriching and interactive science presentation. Students reflected on
how equal access to education upholds human dignity and helps reduce
barriers faced by vulnerable families.

During Advent, the school embraced the Preferential Option for the Poor
by supporting the ECS Foundation’s Dreams for Kids campaign. Candy
Cane-grams and earlier Halloween fundraising efforts contributed a
combined $262.25, helping meet the needs of children within the wider
community. Students learned that even small, joyful acts of generosity
can create meaningful change.
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In January, the school broadened its understanding of global justice
through participation in Amnesty International’s Write for Rights
campaign. A total of 327 cards were created to support individuals
facing human rights violations. Students experienced the power of
collective advocacy and recognized that defending human rights is both
a privilege and a responsibility. That same month, Bell Let’s Talk Day
activities fostered open conversations about mental health, helping
students understand vulnerability, compassion, and the importance of
caring for the whole person (physically, emotionally, mentally, and
spiritually).

Acts of service continued in
February through Valentine’s
candygrams and concessions,
raising $236.25 for Dreams for
Kids. These initiatives
strengthened school spirit while
reinforcing teamwork, leadership,
and service to those in need. In
March, fundraising through cereal
and chocolate milk sales
supported families within the
school community, ensuring dignity and care for students facing food
insecurity.

In April, attention turned outward to care for the Earth. During Earth
Week, the entire school participated in environmental stewardship
through waste reduction, energy conservation, and a school-wide
cleanup supported by the City of Edmonton Capital City Clean Up
program. Students reflected on their moral responsibility to care for
God’s creation as an essential expression of faith. This month also
included a vibrant Multicultural Day celebrated during our Troy Together.
Through cultural sharing, fashion and performances, students
celebrated their diversity with others.

Collectively, these initiatives illustrated a year marked by compassion,
responsibility, inclusion, and action. Students consistently demonstrated
that living out Catholic Social Teaching means recognizing human
dignity, responding to injustice, caring for creation, and choosing to
stand with the poor and vulnerable.
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FRERE ANTOINE

Frére Antoine undertook a series of meaningful social justice initiatives
throughout the school year, grounded in the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching and a commitment to forming compassionate and responsible
students. Through daily prayer, Scripture, and opportunities for
leadership in morning announcements, students reflected on the Life
and Dignity of the Human Person, Solidarity, and Care for God’s Creation
as essential expressions of faith.

In the fall, students responded to the
needs of both local and global
communities, supporting the Preferential
Option for the Poor. Early in the year, the
school participated in the Terry Fox Run
and raised $739.30 through a “Toonie for
Terry” initiative, with students promoting
the fundraiser and participating together
in the school-wide run. This experience
fostered perseverance, compassion, and
an understanding of the dignity of those
facing illness. Around Thanksgiving, Grade
2 students led a school-wide food drive for
St. Theresa'’s Parish, collecting over 500
non-perishable food items and reflecting on gratitude and service. In
November, the school community collected 627 pairs of socks for the
Bissell Centre, reinforcing the importance of access to basic necessities,
while also supporting the Royal Canadian Legion’s Poppy Fund as a sign
of solidarity with veterans.

During the Advent and Christmas season, Grade 3 students led a toy
drive with 880 CHED Santa’s Anonymous, collecting five bags of toys.
Students also raised $169.10 through a Squishmallow fundraiser in
support of the ECS Foundation. These initiatives reflected the Call to
Family, Community, and Participation and helped students experience
generosity and care for families in need.

In February, students explored dignity, inclusion, and justice through
Black History Month. Through art, music, and cultural learning, they
celebrated the contributions of the Black community while deepening
their understanding of the Life and Dignity of the Human Person and
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Rights and Responsibilities. Kindness Week further reinforced empathy,
respect, and positive relationships within the school community.

Care for God’s Creation remained
a focus throughout the year. A
bottle recycling program led by
Grade 4 students from
September to June fostered
environmental stewardship while
raising funds for initiatives such
as school nutrition programs.
Students also participated in a
Green Thumb club, and Grade 1
students reinforced this learning
through a Care for Creation celebration.

During Lent, students reflected on sacrifice and service in support of the
Preferential Option for the Poor. The school community participated in a
Hunger Lunch supporting Conquer Hunger through the ECS Foundation
Dreams for Kids Fund, raising $519.40 while learning about food
insecurity. Grade 5 students also led a hygiene product collection for
Hope Mission, gathering seven boxes of essential items and reinforcing
that access to health and hygiene is essential to human dignity.

In the spring, Kindergarten students created 80 cards for nurses during
National Nursing Week, recognizing their contributions as caregivers and
affirming the dignity of those who serve others.

Together, these initiatives helped students recognize social justice as an
essential expression of their faith. Through participation and reflection,
students developed gratitude, generosity, and a growing commitment to
human dignity, solidarity, and care for God’s creation.



GOOD SHEPHERD

In the fall, the entire school participated in the annual Terry Fox Run and

raised $757.20 in support of cancer research. Through this event,

students learned the importance of perseverance, hope, and helping
others who face challenges.
Students also participated in
Movie Day and Bend the Rules
Day, raising $661.46 for the ECS
Foundation, which supported
underprivileged students in the
Division. These initiatives helped
students recognize the importance
of supporting vulnerable members
of their community.

They also wrote thank-you cards for outside staff members to recognize
and appreciate the important contributions these individuals made to
the school community, demonstrating respect for the dignity of work and
the value of service.

In support of charitable outreach, the students purchased Tim Hortons
Smile Cookies for the Edmonton Police Foundation, promoting solidarity
and support for community initiatives.

During the 12 Days of Christmas Challenge, students shared the joy of
the season by participating in “Kindness in an Envelope.” Students
wrote thoughtful Christmas cards and messages to residents at
McTaggart Place by Optimal Living, Riverbend Retirement Community,
Lifestyle Options, and Touchmark Place. Through this experience,
students learned that kindness and human connection can bring
comfort and joy to others, especially seniors who may feel isolated
during the holidays.

Students also served their school community through leadership
opportunities. The school choir led liturgical celebrations under the
theme “Pilgrims of Hope,” helping students grow in faith and community
worship. Grade 6 Leadership Safety Teams promoted safe and
respectful school environments through school safety slides and
announcements while the Leadership Teams organized school spirit
activities, helped with audio and visual set-up for celebrations,
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supported intramurals and recess games, and assisted with the Reading
Superstars Program. Grade 6 students also served as patrollers, lunch
monitors, and office helpers, while Grade 5 students distributed milk
during lunch through the milk club. Through these responsibilities,
students learned the value of servant leadership, cooperation, and
responsibility.

As part of the City Hall School Project, students partnered with the
Mustard Seed to support people experiencing poverty. After hearing a
presentation about the realities of poverty and how small actions can
make a big difference, students packed and decorated 60 breakfast
bags filled with food items and encouraging notes. This experience
deepened students’ understanding of compassion, social justice, and
caring for those in need. Students also supported families through the
Christmas Food Hamper campaign and the Spring Food Drive for the
St. Vincent De Paul Society, learning the importance of generosity and
solidarity with others.

On April 22nd, to celebrate Earth Day,
students created costumes from recycled
materials and proudly shared messages
about sustainability, conservation, and
renewable energy throughout the school
by participating in an Environmental
Heroes Parade. Students also participated
in the Capital City Clean-up by helping
clean the school field each week in grade
level teams. The Grade 2 students planted
seeds outside the school, contributing to
the beautification of the shared
environment. The Grade 3 students also
sorted recycling into paper, bottles, and
returnable waste each day, demonstrating responsibility and care for
creation through daily environmental practices. Grade 4 students led a
recycling program in support of a local charity. These experiences
helped students understand their responsibility to care for the Earth and
protect God’s creation for future generations. Through all these
initiatives, students grew as compassionate leaders who not only
actively lived out Catholic Social Teachings reflected the School’s
Charism: Inspired by our Good Shepherd, Jesus, to learn, love and lead.



H. E. BERIAULT

Throughout the school year, the community of H.E. Beriault Catholic
Junior High School united in a spirit of service, compassion, and faith,
engaging in a variety of Social Justice initiatives. Rooted in the teachings
of the Catholic Church, these efforts reflected a deep commitment to
Catholic Social Teaching, including the Life and Dignity of the Human
Person, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, Solidarity, and the Call to
Family, Community, and Participation.

The year began with the annual Terry Fox
Run, highlighting the dignity and
perseverance of every human life. The
school community raised $1,041.70
through the “Toonies for Terry”
campaign, while learning about Terry
Fox’s legacy and the importance of hope
and healing through service.

During Advent, the school focused on
generosity and care for those in need. A
school-wide food drive supported the
Edmonton Food Bank, where over 200
pounds of food were collected.
Leadership 7/8 students helped deliver
these donations on January 6th and later
volunteered at the Food Bank upon returning from Christmas break.
Throughout the year, students in the Braided Journeys program also
participated in volunteer experiences at the Food Bank, strengthening
relationships, fostering stewardship, and living out reconciliation through
service.

Student leadership played a vital role through the Make A Difference
(MAD) Club, which organized several impactful initiatives. In December,
MAD students raised $330 through candy cane and cookie sales in
support of Catholic Social Services. They also partnered with the
Edmonton Police Service from December 8th-19th, for the Cans for
Christmas campaign, collecting bottles and cans alongside St. Thomas
More School and raising $770 to support families in need. This effort
directly supported a local family who experienced the loss of a loved one
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and their home due to a fire, demonstrating the meaningful impact of
Christian action in the community.

Further living out their commitment to the poor and vulnerable, in April
the school community supported Goodwill by helping to sort donated
clothing items for individuals and families experiencing financial
hardship.

On March 14th (Pi Day), the MAD
Club led a creative fundraiser
where students donated $5 for
the opportunity to throw cream
pies at staff, raising $300 for the
Edmonton Catholic Schools
Foundation. Additionally, two
MAD-led bake sales raised
hundreds of dollars to reduce
financial barriers for Grade 9
students, helping to ensure the
June 12th Farewell celebration is inclusive and accessible for all.

Together, these initiatives reflect H.E. Beriault Catholic Junior High
School’s ongoing commitment to forming students who actively live out
their faith through service, compassion, and a dedication to building a
more just and caring community.
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HOLY CHILD

As we journeyed through the Advent season, the Holy Child school
community came together in a spirit of faith, generosity, and service
through our school-wide kindness initiative, “Warm Hearts, Bright Light.”
Students were encouraged to complete acts of kindness at home, at
school, and in the community between November 24th and December
17th, recording their acts on a tracking sheet and contributing $5
toward our Advent Social Justice Project. For every participating student,
a star displaying their name was added to our school Christmas tree as
a reminder of the light we are called to share with others.

All funds raised were dedicated to creating
“Stay Warm Kits” for Hope Mission,
helping provide warmth, care, dignity, and
hope to individuals in need within the
Edmonton community during the winter
season. As we entered the final week
before Christmas Break, students
continued filling the season with kindness
and service, making one last heartfelt
push to reach our goal of $5 per student.
Thanks to the incredible generosity of our
students and families, our school raised
just under $1,200 in support of Hope
Mission.

From February 1st-11th, and in the spirit of Random Acts of Kindness,
our school hosted a Candy Gram Fundraiser in support of the Edmonton
Catholic Schools Foundation “Dreams for Kids” initiative. Students were
invited to purchase $2 Candy Grams for a classmate, sibling, or even for
themselves during lunch recess. This initiative helped brighten
someone’s day while spreading kindness throughout our school
community. The school raised $685, helping support our division in
enhancing student learning and well-being.

From February 18th to March 27th, as we journeyed through the Lenten
season, our school community put Catholic Social Teaching into action
by responding to the call to care for the vulnerable and honour the
dignity of every person. This year, Holy Child’s Lenten Social Justice
Project focused on supporting our designated church, St. Joseph's
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Basilica, allowing us to live out
our faith through service to those
in need. This important initiative
not only strengthened our
connection with our parish but
also provided much-needed
support to individuals and
families within our community.

The focus on the themes of Catholic Social Teaching throughout these
initiatives highlighted key learnings for both students and staff,
particularly the importance of human dignity, solidarity, stewardship,
and the preferential option for the poor. Through lived experiences of
service, generosity, and reflection, students came to understand that
faith is expressed not only in words, but also in action and community
engagement.

Our school-wide goal was to collect 300 non-perishable food or personal
hygiene items—approximately one item per student at Holy Child.
Students supported this initiative with loving hearts and brought many
generous donations for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul through St
Joseh’s Basilica. Through this project, students learned that even small
acts of generosity can make a meaningful difference when we work
together. We are deeply grateful to our students and families for their
generosity, compassion, and continued commitment to living our faith
through service to others.



HOLY CROSS

During the 2025-2026 school year, the students at Holy Cross
participated in a variety of social justice activities that challenged them
to grow, reflect and serve God in many ways.

The Grade 5A class from Holy Cross took part in a meaningful Lenten
activity by creating and exchanging Lenten cards with the Grade 5 class
from Our Lady of the Prairies. Each card included thoughtful Lenten
prayers, scripture passages, and beautifully illustrated drawings. This
project provided students with an opportunity to reflect on the
significance of Lent while sharing messages of faith, kindness, and
creativity with their peers.

The whole school
participated in a collection
of much needed food items
for the Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul. Students
from kindergarten through
to Grade 9, collected over
250 high demand items
(school snacks, dried pasta,
canned goods etc.) which
will be used to help support
families in need. Students discussed how by helping their fellow
man/woman, that they are serving as the hands of God.

Students also participated in the Terry Fox Run and the Run Wild Zebra
run to raise funds for these important causes. For the Terry Fox Run,
students were encouraged to bring in “A Toonie for Terry”. On
Wednesday, May 6th, students ran in the “Run Wild Zebra Run”. This
run is done across Edmonton and raises funds for the Run Wild to
support Edmonton’s Zebra Child & Youth Advocacy Centre. They work
towards the common goals of supporting children and youth who have
experienced abuse and are working toward creating a future where
every child and youth is heard.
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HOLY FAMILY

Throughout the school year, the community of Holy Family Catholic
School united in a spirit of service, compassion, and faith through a
variety of Social Justice Projects. Guided by the school mission, “to
provide a Catholic education that inspires students to learn, grow and
serve as a part of God’s family,” these initiatives reflected the principles
of Catholic Social Teaching, including the Life and Dignity of the Human
Person, Solidarity, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, and Call to
Family, Community, and Participation. Rooted in the school charism,
“United in the warm embrace of the Holy Family we give God glory
through openness, courtesy, and charity,” students and staff worked
together to bring Christ’s love and hope into the wider community.

At Holy Family School, students are encouraged to recognize the dignity
and self-worth of every individual while discovering and sharing their
own unique gifts in a positive and caring family environment. Throughout
the year, social justice initiatives provided meaningful opportunities for
students to live out these values through acts of kindness, generosity,
and service, following the example of Jesus Christ in their daily lives.

The school year began with the annual Terry Fox Run, a tradition that
highlighted courage, perseverance, and the dignity of every human life.
Through fundraising efforts and community participation, Holy Family
Catholic School raised over $1300 to support cancer research. Students
learned about Terry Fox’s legacy of determination and selflessness,
recognizing how one person’s actions can inspire hope and positive
change for others.

The junior high students also demonstrated openness, courtesy, and
charity by creating handmade cards for Meals on Wheels recipients. This
thoughtful initiative reflected the Catholic Social Teaching principle of
Human Dignity and reminded students that small acts of kindness can
bring joy, encouragement, and connection to members of the
community who may feel isolated or vulnerable.

In partnership with the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation, Holy
Family Catholic School participated in the “No Boundaries” campaign.
Students and staff dressed in purple to show support for children and
families facing medical challenges. The school community also created
heartfelt cards and displayed stars throughout the school entryway as
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visible signs of hope, prayer, and solidarity. This initiative reflected the
school’s commitment to fostering a caring and inclusive environment
where each person is recognized as unique and worthwhile.

Through these meaningful initiatives, Holy Family Catholic School
continued to strengthen its faith-filled culture of empathy, service, and
community. Students were encouraged to use their gifts to serve others
and to live out the Gospel values in both words and actions as part of
God’s family.



HOLY TRINITY

During the 2025-2026 school year, Holy Trinity staff and students once
again prioritized Social Justice initiatives in their school and larger
community. Our school has several groups and clubs that passionately
dedicate themselves to Social Justice initiatives. These groups include
but are not limited to: Holy Trinity Student Council, Holy Trinity Solidarity
Club, Holy Trinity Staff Social Committee, Holy Trinity Braided Journeys,
Holy Trinity Religion classes, and Holy Trinity arts and cultural groups.
Holy Trinity participated in the Terry Fox Run in September, raising
$1108.50 for the Terry Fox Foundation. The Catholic Social Teaching
theme for this initiative was ""Call to Family, Community, and
Participation". All students who participated in the run were expected to
also participate in fundraising activities, no matter how small their
collection amounts were.

Throughout the year the Braided Journeys program at Holy Trinity
organized trips to the Edmonton Food Bank to volunteer. Many Holy
Trinity students participated in this initiative on Thursday afternoons
after school hours. The theme for these Food Bank sessions was
"Preferential Option for the Poor". Holy Trinity students learn about the
concept of preferential option for the poor in their Religion 25 and 35
courses. These Food Bank trips are always a great way to put those
learnings into action.

In December, Holy Trinity
Student Council organized
Candygram sales,
proceeds from which were
donated to the ECS
Foundation Dreams for
Kids Fund. Holy Trinity
Student Council was able
to raise $484.95 from
Candygram sales in
recognition of the Advent season. In conjunction with this initiative, the
Holy Trinity Staff Social Committee ran staff spirit competitions that
involved donations to the ECS Foundation Dreams for Kids Fund. Our
Social Committee was able to raise $742.60 for Dreams for Kids
through these fun and festive initiatives.
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In December, Holy Trinity Athletics hosted a “Teddy Bear Toss” during
half-time of one of our tournament games. Bags of brand new teddy
bears were collected and dropped off to Santa’s Anonymous through
this collection initiative.

In December, Holy Trinity was able to collect and deliver eight boxes of
brand new toiletry donations for vulnerable youth to Youth
Empowerment & Support Services of Edmonton. Holy Trinity completed
this toiletry drive in conjunction with our school Fine Arts Night in
December. Students, staff, and families were asked to donate to the
toiletry drive for YESS as part of their admission to this free and
celebratory event at Holy Trinity. The theme focused on was "Preferential
Option for the Poor".

In April, Holy Trinity’s
Solidarity Social Justice
Group hosted a Bake
Sale. Proceeds from the
Bake Sale totaled $900
and were donated to
the Zebra Child & Youth
Advocacy Center, which
provides support for
young people who have
suffered various forms of abuse.

In April, Holy Trinity students participated in our annual “Care for
Creation” initiative organized by the Religion department of Holy Trinity.
Student volunteers collected ten bags of garbage from Holy Trinity
school grounds and surrounding Millwoods Park. All grades participated
and the theme focused on was "Care for God's Creation".

Finally, in May, Holy Trinity staff and students will participate in a Food
Drive in support of the St. Theresa Parish Food Bank. May is Holy
Trinity's assigned St. Theresa Family of Schools donation month, and
Holy Trinity students and families always do an exceptional job of
supporting this important community initiative. Every year Holy Trinity is
able to deliver a bus-load of food items to St. Theresa Parish. The
Catholic Social Teaching theme focused on for this initiative will be
""Preferential Option for the Poor"" and all grades will help support this
cause."



J. H. PICARD

The community of Ecole J.H. Picard embraced its mission to provide a
French Immersion Catholic education that inspires students to become
community builders who live out God’s teachings. Guided by the
principles of Catholic Social Teaching, students, staff, and families
worked together to uplift others, strengthen community bonds, and
respond with generosity to the needs around us.

The year began with tremendous spirit during our annual Terry Fox Run,
where students demonstrated perseverance and hope by raising $1,653
for cancer research. This collective effort reflected our commitment to
the Life and Dignity of the Human Person and the belief that every act of
support contributes to healing and justice.

Acts of service continued into the fall as
Grade 5 students donated Halloween
candy and prepared treat bags for Hope
Mission, offering encouragement and
care to vulnerable members of the
community. As Advent approached, our
school turned its focus to giving and
connection. Our contribution to the 630
CHED Santa’s Toy Drive resulted in 250
toys delivered on December 19th,
bringing joy to children across Edmonton.
Students in Grade 8 wrote personal
Christmas messages to staff, while
Grades 7 and 8 created Christmas cards
for residents at Good Samaritan, fostering community and honouring the
dignity of our elders. Parent Council and volunteers also supported
families at Christmas by donating food baskets and gift cards.

Our school community continued to demonstrate hospitality and
fellowship. Shrove Tuesday brought over 700 students and staff
together for a pancake breakfast prepared by Parent Council and family
volunteers, providing a warm and communal beginning to the Lenten
season.

During Lent, our commitment to service deepened through the annual
Lenten Project, led for the second year by the Grade 8 Student
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Leadership Option. This initiative strengthened our partnership with
Anne Fitzgerald Elementary School by supporting their snack program
and encouraging authentic, student driven social justice leadership
rooted in empathy and responsibility. Community Care 8 and Leadership
7 further extended this spirit of service by partnering with the Mustard
Seed and preparing breakfast bags for the homeless, to be delivered at
the end of May.

In April, the Grade 9-12 Bikeathon once
again united wellness, community spirit,
and charitable giving. Students raised
$7,000 in support of the Edmonton
Catholic Schools Foundation and J.H.
Picard School, demonstrating the impact of
collective action and shared purpose.

Celebrating the rich diversity within our

school community, Cultural Day was a

tremendous success, raising $1,800 in

support of Catholic Social Services. We

extend sincere appreciation to all student

volunteers whose dedication and
enthusiasm continue to enhance school events and strengthen our
community.

Through these initiatives, Ecole J.H. Picard continues to form
compassionate leaders who understand that faith is expressed through
service. Our community remains united in its commitment to building a
more just, caring, and connected world.



J. J. BOWLEN

Throughout the school year, the community at J.J. Bowlen Catholic Junior
High demonstrated a strong commitment to Catholic social teaching by
placing faith into action through service, stewardship, compassion, and
community collaboration. Students and staff explored themes of human
dignity, care for God’s creation, solidarity, and the preferential option for
the poor through a variety of meaningful initiatives that connected
learning with real-world service.

One of the most impactful projects was
the Grade 9 Economics initiative, where
students created and operated small
businesses that sold food to peers during
lunch hours. Through this hands-on
experience, students learned about
ethical entrepreneurship, responsible
stewardship, and the importance of using
their gifts to serve others. Funds raised
through the project were donated to the
Stollery Children's Hospital Foundation,
helping students recognize how their
efforts could directly support children and
families facing serious health challenges.
The project reinforced the Catholic social teaching principle that all
people are called to contribute to the common good.

The school community also demonstrated a deep commitment to caring
for creation during its Earth Day school grounds cleanup. Students
worked together to improve the local environment while reflecting on
their responsibility as stewards of God’s creation. This initiative
encouraged students to consider the impact of their actions on the
environment and highlighted the importance of protecting the world for
future generations.

Throughout the year, the school continued its close partnership with

St. Dominic Savio Parish to support the spiritual and faith formation of
students. This collaboration strengthened the school’s commitment to
providing a holistic, Christ-centered education rooted in Catholic values.
Through liturgical celebrations, faith-based activities, and opportunities
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for reflection, students deepened their understanding of service,
compassion, and community.

During the Advent and Christmas
seasons, students and staff
came together to support
families experiencing hardship by
collecting food and essential
items for Christmas hampers.
These efforts reflected the
Gospel call to care for those in
need and reminded students of
the importance of generosity and
solidarity. Staff members also
supported Santa's Anonymous by donating toys for children in the
community, helping to bring hope and joy to families during the
Christmas season.

Collectively, these initiatives fostered a culture of empathy, service, and
faith-filled leadership within the school community. Students developed
a stronger understanding of Catholic social teaching by actively
participating in projects that encouraged compassion, responsibility, and
advocacy for others. Through these experiences, the school community
continued to grow as witnesses to Christ’s message of justice, dignity,
and love in action.



JOAN CARR

Joan Carr School’s social justice initiatives reflect the values of Catholic
Social Teaching by fostering compassion, human dignity, community,
and service to others.

Through the school’s food collection for St. Thomas More Parish,
students and families responded to the call to care for those
experiencing food insecurity, demonstrating solidarity and stewardship
within the local community.

During Lent, the school
community embraced the
theme “Prayer for Change,
“focusing on supporting
children’s mental health
through fundraising efforts
for the ECS Foundation
Guardian Angel Fund. Guided
by the three pillars of Lent—
prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving—students and
staff participated in faith-
centered learning and reflection activities, including daily prayers and
mental health reflections shared during morning announcements,
educational resources in the Jubilee Google Classroom, and a visual
bulletin board display highlighting the Lenten journey.

Through prayer intentions,
student-led prayers, family
communication, and acts of
charitable giving, Joan Carr
School encouraged students
to live out Gospel values by
supporting the well-being of
others and promoting hope,
empathy, and belonging
within the broader
community. Continued
support of families in need or
experiencing loss is also part of our commitment.
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KATHERINE THERRIEN

At Katherine Therrien Catholic Elementary School, our students, staff,
and families worked together throughout the school year to live out
Catholic Social Teaching through service, compassion, and community
involvement. Through a variety of initiatives, students learned the
importance of supporting others, building relationships, and recognizing
the dignity of every person.

Students participated in the 45th
anniversary of the Terry Fox Run by
bringing toonies to support cancer
research for Toonies for Terry. Students
also ran for 30 minutes around the
schoolyard in honour of Terry Fox and his
Marathon of Hope. Katherine Therrien
proudly raised $155 for cancer research
while helping students understand the
importance of supporting human life and
caring for those facing iliness learning the
Catholic Social Teaching of Life and
Dignity of the Human Person.

Students donated leftover Halloween treats to Hope Mission through our
“Halloween for Hope” campaign. This initiative encouraged students to
think of vulnerable members of our community and recognize how small
acts of generosity can bring joy to others learning the Catholic Social
Teaching of Preferential Option for the Poor.

Throughout the colder months, our school collected approximately 329
pairs of socks for Sacred Heart Church’s Outreach Program, which
serves some of Edmonton’s most vulnerable populations. Students
learned the importance of supporting those whose basic needs may not
always be met learning the Catholic Social Teaching of Preferential
Option for the Poor.

Students, staff, and families collected non-perishable food items for
Sister Mary Claire’s Caravan Christmas Program, which supports
displaced individuals and families in Edmonton who are not near inner-
city shelters. Remaining donations were sent to Sacred Heart Outreach.
This initiative highlighted the responsibility we have to care for others
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and ensure people have access to basic necessities teaching students
the Catholic Social Teaching of Rights and Responsibilities

Each classroom visited Chartwell
Retirement Residence throughout the year
to spend time with our “Golden Friends.”
Students participated in games, crafts, and
conversations with residents, while Grade
6 students helped lead activities. These
visits strengthened intergenerational
relationships and fostered empathy,
kKindness, and community connection
teaching students the Catholic Social
Teaching of Call to Family, Community, and
Participation

Our Faith Explorer group organized an Easter bookmark activity where
students coloured bookmarks for St. Edmund Parish. The bookmarks
were laminated and placed inside Bibles and hymn books during our
Easter Mass. This initiative strengthened our connection with the parish
community while spreading joy and faith to parishioners teaching
students the Catholic Social Teaching of Call to Family, Community, and
Participation

The Katherine Therrien staff spent time during Grace for the Heart and
Soul helping prepare the new St. Carlo Acutis Catholic High School for
the upcoming school year. Staff assembled furniture, moved appliances,
and organized learning spaces. This act of service demonstrated
collaboration, community support, and Catholic fellowship embracing
the Catholic Social Teaching of Call to Family, Community, and
Participation.

Through these initiatives, Katherine Therrien Catholic Elementary School
continued to foster a faith-filled culture of service, compassion, and
social responsibility within our school and community.



LEARNING SERVICES

The Learning Services team, as part of the division’s commitment to
social justice and supporting the broader community, participated in
meaningful initiatives throughout the year that reflected compassion,
service, and care for others. This included supporting two families during
the Christmas season by collecting gifts and essential items to help
create a positive and meaningful holiday experience. Learning Services
also coordinated the collection of much-needed items for One World One
Centre to support individuals and families within the community. These
initiatives reflect the division’s ongoing commitment to fostering social
responsibility, strengthening community connections, and promoting a
culture of care and belonging.
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LOUIS ST. LAURENT

Over the course of the year, the school community engaged in a rich
variety of social justice initiatives that allowed students to live out the
themes of Catholic Social Teaching in meaningful and concrete ways.
These experiences helped them deepen their understanding of human
dignity, solidarity, and their responsibility to care for the most
vulnerable.

The year began with community-building efforts supported by families,
including seasonal fundraisers that strengthened the call to family,
community, and participation. Students soon turned their attention to
service projects that invited them to consider the needs of others. Junior
high students organized a book drive to support literacy programs,
recognizing that access to education is closely tied to human dignity and
the rights of the person.

As Advent approached, the school embraced its annual Christmas
hamper initiative, with junior high and senior high students working
together to assemble food and gift baskets for local families. This
project became a powerful expression of the preferential option for the
poor, as students learned to place the needs of vulnerable households
at the center of their efforts. They also created Christmas cards for
seniors in care homes, offering companionship and hope to individuals
who often experience isolation during the holiday season. Religion
classes visited the Edmonton Food Bank, where students gained
firsthand insight into the dignity of work and the importance of
supporting organizations that serve those facing food insecurity.

Acts of kindness continued into the new year. Students prepared
cookies for staff at Sacred Heart Church as a gesture of gratitude for
their ministry and service. During February, the Black Student Alliance
led activities for Black History Month, helping students explore the
richness of Black culture and the ongoing pursuit of equality. Students
also created Valentine’s cards for residents at Whitemud Lifestyle
Options, strengthening intergenerational connections and affirming the
value of every individual.

Christian Service Projects continued throughout the spring. SPARK
students returned to the Food Bank and later visited a seniors’
residence, offering companionship and support. The Student Union
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organized a spring charity initiative that raised funds and awareness for
local causes, reinforcing the responsibility to work for the common good.
The school community also contributed generously to the STM Food
Drive, gathering non-perishable items for families in need.
Parent-supported fundraising efforts throughout the year helped sustain
school programming and reinforced the shared responsibility of families
and the school community.

In April, students collected stuffed animals and pet supplies for the
Edmonton Humane Society, demonstrating care for God’s creation and
compassion for animals in need. May brought a celebration of student
heritage, with activities that promoted cultural understanding and
respect for the diversity within the school community. As the year drew
to a close, junior high students organized Skittle sales in recognition of
Pride Month, emphasizing the call to solidarity and the importance of
creating a welcoming environment for all.

Throughout these initiatives, students consistently demonstrated a
growing awareness of their role as agents of justice and compassion.
Their participation in the Terry Fox campaign further deepened their
understanding of perseverance, generosity, and the dignity of every
person affected by iliness. Through these collective efforts, the school
lived out its Catholic identity in visible and meaningful ways, nurturing a
spirit of service that extended far beyond its walls.



MARY HANLEY

Mary Hanley School’s year of social justice work unfolded as a cohesive
story of faith lived through action, guided by the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching and lived out through meaningful service. The year
opened with Orange Shirt Day, where students reflected on human
dignity and the call to reconciliation. Soon after, the school participated
in the Terry Fox Run, where the school community embraced the call to
work for the common good. Their participation became a lesson in
perseverance and collective responsibility, rooted in Terry’s legacy.

As the months progressed, students
explored solidarity in tangible ways. A
year long school-wide juice box
collection supported KidSport Alberta,
helping remove financial barriers for
children who wished to participate in
sports. Younger students strengthened
community bonds through creativity
and kindness: Grade 1 classes made
and delivered cards to neighbors and a
seniors’ residence, while kindergarten
students crafted cards and personally
delivered them to another seniors’
home. These simple but heartfelt
gestures strengthened
intergenerational connections and taught students that community is
built through small acts of kindness.

The school also lived out a preferential option for the vulnerable by
collecting hats, mitts, and scarves for WINGS, supporting women and
children in need of safety. Staff modeled stewardship by cleaning up
garbage around Corpus Christi Parish, demonstrating care for creation
through hands-on service.

Generosity became a recurring theme. Lollipop sales raised funds for
the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation, while candygram proceeds
supported the Make A Wish Foundation. One of the most impactful
initiatives was Break a Rule for Burundi Day, where students raised
enough money to fund a full year of schooling for the school’s sponsored
student at the Burundi English School. This project helped students
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understand the global dimension of solidarity and the power of collective
generosity.

The school’s foodbank collection
offered another opportunity to live out
the call to feed the hungry. Students
learned that hunger affects families
within their own city and that their
contributions-whether a single can or a
full bag—made a real difference for
neighbors in need.

Throughout these efforts, students

learned that every person has dignity,

that community is strengthened

through service, and that even small

acts can create meaningful change. By

year’s end, Mary Hanley School had
woven together a rich narrative of compassion and justice—one in which
every donation, card, fundraiser, and act of care became a lived
expression of the Gospel call to love one another.



MONSIGNOR FEE OTTERSON

At Monsignor Fee Otterson, our staff and students have devoted
significant time and energy this year to meaningful social justice
initiatives rooted in Catholic Social Teaching.

Our school community demonstrated solidarity and respect for human
dignity through a continued commitment to learning about and honoring
First Nations Peoples. Each month, a different grade level created a
bulletin board display in our front entrance focused on a unique aspect
of First Nations culture, history, or understanding connected to Treaty 6
territory. At the beginning of the year, our Grade 6 students also wrote
personal land acknowledgements that reflected their gratitude for the
land and community we now call home. It was important for us to
recognize that responding to the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action
is not a one-time event, but an ongoing commitment throughout the
school year.

Our school also lived out the preferential
option for the poor and vulnerable in many
ways. Our Grade 8 leadership students
participated in field trips to the Edmonton
Food Bank, where they learned about its
operations and the important role it plays
in supporting members of our community.
During Advent, our chaplain, alongside
leadership students and staff, organized a
food drive in support of the St. Thomas
More Parish food pantry. Thanks to the
generosity of our staff and students, the
campaign became the most successful
food drive our school has ever completed.
Elementary classes also contributed
during Advent by donating new toys to the Bethlehem Express, an
initiative that provides Christmas gifts to children attending schools in
lower-income neighborhoods, helping ensure that every child
experiences the joy of receiving a gift at Christmas. Students also
donated scarves, toques and purses to St. Vincent de Paul's charity sale.

During Lent, our school community collaborated on the creation of a
large 9’ x 12’ quilt. Every student decorated an individual quilt square,
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celebrating the dignity
and value of each
person within our
school community and
reinforcing that every
student has a
meaningful place and
voice in our school.
Students reflected on
how they could live as
“People of Hope,” our
division theme for the Lenten season. Many considered the sacrifices of
Jesus, personal acts of fasting, and ways they could intentionally live out
the Beatitudes in their daily lives. The completed quilt was revealed
during our Easter Mass after being beautifully sewn together by a
generous member of our school community.

In February, our junior high students organized Olympic-themed
intramurals inspired by the diversity represented within our school
community. Teams were created using countries connected to our
students’ backgrounds, and leadership students dedicated their lunch
hours to refereeing events, organizing brackets, and tracking results.
This initiative beautifully reflected the Catholic Social Teaching principle
of participation, while strengthening community and celebrating
inclusion.

Our school also embraced stewardship and care for creation through
Earth Day activities and our May student faith retreat centered on the
example of St. Francis of Assisi. Elementary students participated in
community yard cleanups, while retreat activities focused on
environmental stewardship and care for others. Students took part in
neighborhood garbage cleanups, seed deliveries, school garden
beautification, upcycling crafts, bug house creation, and the
development of a kindness rock garden. Students also engaged in
discussions and reflections about stewardship, exploring how inequality
in food and resources affects communities around the world. They were
challenged to think deeply about fairness and to consider whether
caring for creation extends beyond nature to include all living things—
people, animals, and the environment alike.



MONSIGNOR WILLIAM IRWIN

Throughout the school year, the community of Monsignor William lrwin
School came together in a spirit of service, compassion, and faith to
participate in a variety of Social Justice initiatives. Rooted in the
teachings of the Catholic Church, these projects reflected our
commitment to Catholic Social Teaching, including the Life and Dignity
of the Human Person, the Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, Solidarity,
and the Call to Family, Community, and Participation.

We began the year with the Terry Fox Run, raising funds to support
cancer research. This initiative reflected our belief that every person is
precious and deserving of care and dignity.

In October, our focus shifted to supporting the Food Bank and the

St. Thomas More Food Pantry through food donations. This initiative
highlighted our call to support families and strengthen our community.
We believe that all people have both the right and responsibility to
participate in society and to work together for the common good,
especially in service of the poor and vulnerable.

As winter approached, our Kindergarten students lovingly prepared
Christmas cards for seniors at Venvi Riverbend retirement home. This
project emphasized the importance of participation, compassion, and
caring for vulnerable members of our community.

During the month of
December, the school also
participated in an Advent
initiative by collecting hats,
scarves, and mittens for Hope
Mission. Students eagerly
contributed essential items to
support those in need during
the cold winter months. In
addition, our school held a
Candy Cane Sale during the
Christmas concert, raising
$1,660 for the ECS Foundation Guardian Angel Fund. This initiative
reflected our belief in supporting both the mental and physical well-
being of students and families in our community.
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Throughout the winter months, our Grade 6C students participated in
the Snow Heroes Challenge, sponsored by the City of Edmonton.
Students learned about the impact snow removal can have on seniors
and individuals with disabilities. They enthusiastically took on the
challenge by shoveling snow for those in need within their communities.
Their efforts were recognized by Global News, where students helped
spread awareness about the importance of serving others.

In February and March, our Grade 2 students led an initiative in support
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, whose mission is to live the Gospel
message by serving Christ in the poor with love, respect, justice, and joy.
Students and staff generously participated in a Lenten Almsgiving
campaign to support this cause. Through this project, our school
community lived out the spirit of Lent by practicing humility, recognizing
the dignity of others, and serving those in need.

In March, our Grade 6 students hosted a bake sale during their
Demonstration of Learning event, donating a portion of the proceeds to
the ECS Foundation Conquer Hunger Fund.

In April, our
Kindergarten students
participated in a
schoolyard clean-up
activity, while all
students took part in
the school-wide Care
for Creation Animal
Rescue project.
Students collected
supplies for local
animal shelters and demonstrated compassion and care for animals in
need.

Lastly, in coordination with MWI Day, students were encouraged to
complete small jobs or tasks at home to earn money for donation. All
proceeds went directly to Catholic Social Services to help continue
Father Bill’s important work within our community.



MOTHER MARGARET MARY

Throughout the school year, the community at Mother Margaret Mary
High School engaged in a variety of social justice initiatives that
reflected key themes of Catholic Social Teaching, including the dignity of
the human person, solidarity, care for creation, and the preferential
option for the poor. Through both curricular and extracurricular
opportunities, students deepened their understanding that faith is lived
through service, compassion, and action.

Students participating in an after-school robotics program experienced
the importance of inclusion, collaboration, and shared responsibility,
recognizing that innovation and learning are most meaningful when
accessible to all. Similarly, the Art Club used creativity as a vehicle for
justice. In one initiative, students raised $500 for Ocean Wise through
the creation and sale of original artwork and merchandise, supporting
ocean conservation while developing an understanding of environmental
stewardship and their moral responsibility to care for creation. In a
subsequent project supporting Muscular Dystrophy Canada, students
explored the theme “Adaptation is a Superpower,” learning about lived
experiences through an educational session and preparing artwork for a
spring fundraiser and participation in the Walk and Roll event. These
experiences fostered empathy and affirmed the inherent dignity and
strength of every person.

The Black Students Alliance demonstrated leadership in promoting
community, cultural celebration, and service. Through fundraising
initiatives such as Christmas hot chocolate sales and Black History
Month events, students raised funds for the Afro-Caribbean Foodbank
and the Stollery Hospital while also participating in the ECSD BSA
Summit, highlighting student voice, identity, and solidarity.

The newly established Social Justice Club further contributed by
organizing a treat sale to raise funds in support of the Caritas
Foundation, reinforcing a shared commitment to serving those in need.

These efforts culminated in Changemaker Day, where students engaged
in service across the city. Partnerships with organizations such as the
Edmonton Food Bank, Salvation Army, Edmonton Blood Drive, Kids
Kottage, BGCBigs, CityServeYEG, and St. Thomas More Parish allowed
students to respond to issues of poverty, food insecurity, and social
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isolation. Engagements with seniors’ residences fostered connection
and affirmed dignity, while environmental initiatives such as the Capital
City Clean Up emphasized responsibility for creation. The Bee Project
further connected stewardship with mentorship, as students supported
younger learners and distributed wildflower seeds to promote
sustainability.

Community-wide initiatives reinforced these values. The annual Food
Fight collected over 2,000 kilograms of food in support of the

St. Thomas More Parish pantry, while the school’s first Bike-a-thon
brought together 140 participants across 11 teams, raising over
$16,000 for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation.

Through these experiences, students and staff came to understand that
social justice requires both awareness and action, demonstrating that
even small acts of service contribute to building a more just and
compassionate world.
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OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School continued to live out its commitment
to Catholic Social Teaching through a variety of initiatives that fostered
compassion, stewardship, and a strong sense of community. Rooted in
the principles of solidarity, the dignity of the human person, and the
preferential option for the poor, students and staff engaged in
meaningful opportunities to serve others and reflect on their role in
building a more just and caring world.

The school community came together in support of the Terry Fox
Foundation, raising over $400 for cancer research. This initiative
reflected a deep respect for the dignity of the human person, as
students and families united in hope and perseverance while supporting
those affected by illness. In addition, staff and students demonstrated a
commitment to supporting vulnerable members of the local community
through the preparation and delivery of food hampers for 12 families.
This act of generosity embodied the call to care for those most in need
and reinforced the importance of compassion and community
participation.

The OLMC Classic continued
to be a meaningful expression
of solidarity and generosity
within the school community.
Through this initiative,
students and families donated
and collected toys, which were
joyfully gathered and
delivered to support children
and families in need through
Ronald McDonald House
Charities. This experience allowed students to actively live out the
preferential option for the poor and vulnerable, reflecting on the
importance of bringing hope and joy to others. By participating in this
shared effort, students developed a deeper understanding of how acts
of kindness and generosity can positively impact the lives of others,
particularly during times of hardship.

This spirit of service extended to staff participation in the Grace for the
Heart and Soul initiative in partnership with Ronald McDonald House
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Charities. Through preparing
bagged lunches and helping to
clean and maintain spaces for
families staying at the house,
staff modeled servant
leadership and solidarity,
demonstrating the importance
of caring for others during
times of need.

The school community also demonstrated a strong commitment to
environmental stewardship through the piloting of a green bin waste
project. Student leaders played an active role by collecting food scraps
and helping to divert waste from landfills, modeling responsibility and
care for the environment. This initiative reflected the Catholic Social
Teaching principle of Care for God’s Creation, while also highlighting the
importance of participation and shared responsibility within the school
community. Through their involvement, students developed a greater
awareness of how their actions impact the world around them and the
importance of protecting God’s creation.

Through these collective efforts, students and staff deepened their
understanding of Catholic Social Teaching and experienced the
transformative power of living out their faith in action. These initiatives
fostered a growing awareness of social responsibility, strengthened
community connections, and inspired students to continue working
toward a more just and compassionate world.
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OUR LADY OF PEACE

At Our Lady of Peace, a strong commitment to social justice was evident
throughout the 2025-2026 school year. Guided by Catholic Social
Teachings, students and staff engaged in purposeful initiatives that
encouraged growth in faith, compassion, leadership, and responsibility
for others.

Our year began with the annual Terry Fox Run, led by our Grade 6
students and their teacher, reinforcing the importance of empathy,
community involvement, and standing in solidarity with those facing
illness. Students participated in a school-wide walk to raise awareness
and demonstrate compassion, coming together as a faith community to
support one another and live out the values of care, service, and social
responsibility.

As we entered the
Christmas season,
all students created
handmade
Christmas cards
that were shared
with our local
church, St. John the
Evangelist, for
distribution to parishioners following Christmas Mass. In addition, eight
blankets—one from each class—were donated to support parishioners in
need. This initiative was inspired by the Pilgrims of Hope theme of the
Jubilee Year and provided a meaningful opportunity for students to live
out compassion, generosity, and service during the Advent season.

During Kindness Week in February, several classes participated in
creating kindness cards, kindness rocks, and written messages that
were shared throughout our school and wider community. Cards were
delivered to community homes, kindness rocks were placed around the
neighborhood for others to find, and small notes of encouragement were
left on students’ lockers or desks to bring smiles and spread positivity.

In April, the school came together for a schoolyard and community
clean-up as part of our Earth Day and Earth Week learning. Division 1
students focused on cleaning the schoolyard and nearby park, while
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Division 2 students worked throughout
the Mayfield community to pick up litter.
This initiative encouraged students to
take responsibility for caring for God’s
creation and contributing positively to
their local community.

Our school also proudly participated in
the Tim Hortons Smile Cookie Campaign.
Through this initiative, funds raised went
to support programs that guide youth
toward positive pathways and away from
cycles of crime, harm, and victimization.
With the support of our students and
community, we sold 793 cookies and
raised $1,586 for the Tim Hortons Smile Cookie Campaign.

Through these initiatives, the Our Lady of Peace community lived out
Catholic values of compassion, service, and responsibility, strengthening
faith in action.



OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIES

The mission of Ecole Our Lady of the Prairies School, is to provide a
joyful Catholic education that inspires students to grow in the virtues of
faith, hope and love as modeled by the school’s patron saint, Mary.
Hands-on activities make Catholic Social Teaching come to life for
students who come from a variety of backgrounds and life experiences.

During the 2025-2026 school year, staff and students at Ecole Our
Lady of the Prairies actively engaged in several meaningful social justice
initiatives that reflected care for others and for creation. In preparation
for Christmas, students participated in a food collection to help create
food hampers for members of the local community. Staff further
supported this initiative by purchasing and donating toys to Santa’s
Anonymous. Grade 5 students also shared messages of compassion
and connection by creating Christmas cards for the Holy Cross Sisters
and writing letters of good cheer for residents at the local seniors’
centre. In addition, all students supported the ECS Foundation Dream
Builders initiative through the sale of Smencils. The school also
celebrated Earth Day by participating in a Care for Creation Day inspired
by Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’, a social encyclical that emphasizes the
interconnectedness of all life. Through hands-on learning centres,
students explored humanity’s relationship with God, the bonds that
unite all people, and our shared responsibility to care for the natural
world.

Laudato Si’ is a letter written by Pope Francis that reminds us to care for
the earth and for one another. It explains that God’s creation is being
harmed and calls people around the world to work together to protect it.
The Bible teaches that God created the world so that people could live in
a loving relationship with God, with one another, and with all of creation.
When we reflect on the beauty of the earth, we begin to ask important
questions about life, our origins, and our connection to God. Laudato Si’
highlights themes such as listening to the cry of the poor, recognizing
how all people are connected, and understanding how the earth suffers
through pollution, climate change, and the loss of living things. It also
calls us to live less wasteful lives and to use the earth’s gifts
responsibly. Care for Creation Day was introduced to help students
better understand these ideas. Through online readings and discussion,
students learned simple ways to help protect the environment and
explored Indigenous perspectives concerning humanity’s connection to

3.1

the land. Art projects allowed students to reflect the beauty of the earth,
while outdoor nature and science walks encouraged them to use their
senses through quiet observation. Building projects allowed students to
explore new initiatives, such as animal bridges over busy highways and
cleaning oil from water. A “find, not collect” scavenger hunt helped
students appreciate nature without harming it. These activities reflect
Old Testament teachings about creation, human responsibility, and the
Family of God, helping students understand the Christian call to care for
all creation.

These initiatives help students to understand that everyone belongs to
the larger human family and that God, as our heavenly Father, watches
over each member of humanity with his constant and loving care.
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OUR LADY OF VICTORIES

The social justice initiatives in 2025-26 at Our Lady of Victories centered
around our division theme, People of Hope. Students spread joy and
light in our community multiple times throughout the school year.

As a whole school, hand made cards
were delivered in our neighbourhood
at Christmas and during Random Acts
of Kindness week.

Several classes visited the residents
at Meadowlark Place Lodge, singing
Carols, making crafts, and playing
games, at various points in the year.

During Advent, it was a school-wide
challenge through “Five Day Food
Fighters” to bring in various food
items, and over 600 items were donated to the Edmonton Food Bank.
Each day of the challenge, students learned about the importance of
various food groups and the health benefits (“Macaroni Monday - pasta
& sauces”, “Tuna Tuesday - canned fish or meat, “Wheaties Wednesday
- cereal or breakfast items, “Tin of Soup Thursday - soups/stews/chili,
and “Fruit Friday - canned or dried fruit),
and it was a friendly competition between
classes, bringing in the most items for each
theme day.

During Lent, students supported animals in
need as inspired by St. Francis of Assisi,
the patron saint of animals, reflecting our
call to stewardship of creation and
compassion for the vulnerable. Students
participated in another friendly challenge
between classes, as they collected items
following a daily theme, and donated to the
Edmonton Humane Society.

3.1



SIR JOHN THOMPSON

At Sir John Thompson Catholic Junior High School our students
participated in a variety of social justice work over the school year. We
began the year by participating in the Annual Terry Fox Run. We shared
the story of Terry Fox and what participating in this event means to
people around the world. Our students brought in donations and wore a
sticker with the name of the person they were running for. We raised
over $1,200 and did great work in the area of Call to Family, Community
and Participation.

This year we also introduced our “High Vibe Hangout” club. This club
also focused on Call Family, Community and Participation. This club
wanted to focus on helping to boost school morale and sense of

community while also lifting confidence and self-esteem of our students.

This club would meet weekly and create notes with positive sayings and
leave them around the school. Participation in the club grew throughout
the year and students loved reading and sharing the positive messages.
Our students learned that even small gestures can have a large impact
on the lives of others and that there is always someone that cares and
looks out for them.

Our Grade 7 students focused on Option for the Poor and Vulnerable.

They wrote cards that were shared with the Shepherds Care Foundation

in our community. They focused on sharing cards with the seniors in this

facility, hoping to uplift them and let them know that they are cared
about and loved for by our students. Our
students learned how it is important to
care for all in our community, especially
the vulnerable.

Our Grade 9 students also focused on
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable. They
organized a food and toy drive for Kids
Kottage. Students created information on
why this organization needed our support
and how we could make a difference. Our
school collected over 30 boxes of food
and toys for families and children at need
just before Christmas. Our students
learned why some families are in need of
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the supports supplied by the Kids Kottage, and why it is important to
have organizations like this in our community.

Our Grade 8 students
continued the Sir John
Thompson Tradition of
supporting The Sign of Hope,
focusing on Option for the
Poor and Vulnerable. Our
Grade 8 students created
“flex sessions” on our
Wednesday flex days. During
the month of February,
students in our school could
donate money to participate in sessions that were run by our Grade 8
students. The students raised over $512 for the Sign of Hope. Our
students learned that this organization makes a large impact on many
people in our community, and the money they raised will make an
impact to our community as a whole.

Our whole community, during Lent, wanted to help assist the Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul (St. Edmunds) ensure that members of our parish
community had access to food. We organized a food drive and collected
around 30 boxes of food to donate. We focused on Rights and
Responsibilities, knowing it is our responsibility to ensure everyone has
the right to food. Our students learned that people in our own
community can struggle to feed their families, and that donating food
within our community may make a difference to someone they know or
live close to.

As a whole school community, we participated in the “Be an Upstander
Project”. All our students created projects that focused on an area of
interest involving Human Rights. Our students worked very hard,
researching and coming up with solutions for the issues that focused on
human rights. Our students learned that they could make a difference in
the world, making the lives of others and the environment better. By
taking part in this project, our school focused on Life and Dignity of the
Human Person.



SISTER ANNATA BROCKMAN

Sister Annata Brockman School participated in the annual Terry Fox Run
on September 24th. Once again, enthusiastic participation from the
community was evident. Students engaged in different activities
showcasing a powerful display of solidarity and community spirit,
collectively raising over $1,200 for cancer research. Earlier this Spring,
SAB was awarded a banner from the Terry Fox Foundation marking 15
years of participation!

An Advent tradition we continue to embrace is the preparation of
Christmas Hampers for families in the ECSD community. As a school
community, 33 Christmas Hampers for families in need were created.
There were 21 hampers donated to St. Teresa of Calcutta School and 12
hampers given to families in the Sister Annata Brockman community.
Students gained an appreciation that by working together their small
actions could impact others in small ways.

Our Leadership students have been busy this school year promoting
solidarity. As a team, students made a collective effort to address
systemic inequalities and offer support to those who may be feeling
marginalized. Leadership students visited classrooms to teach students
about the Bible, leading to the creation of a weekly Bible Study group in
Junior High. Christmas cards for children staying at the Stollery
Children’s Hospital were made and sent. A bake sale in January resulted
in $526 raised for the ECS Foundation. As part of weekly
announcements, students have been sharing positive affirmations to
affirm resilience and belonging, ensuring students felt valued and part
of the community.

One of our Grade 2 classes
decorated coffee sleeves for
members of the greater
community. These sleeves were
given to a local coffee shop to
spread some kindness and love
throughout that community. In
total, over 100 sleeves were
created and sent. The students
talked about how they felt so good
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that they could make a difference
in the community even though
they were so young.

In celebration of International
Women’s Day in March, over 50
students attended a special after-
school event. It was a powerful
and inspiring gathering that
brought our community together.
We welcomed the Creating
Communities of Belonging Consultant back to our school. She created a
warm and inclusive space and began the event by leading a sharing
circle. Students had many meaningful ideas to contribute, and their
voices were an important part of the experience. Students also created
encouraging quotes focused on belonging and what it means to be a
good friend. Their thoughtful words served as reminders of the
importance of kindness and lifting one another up. It was a special
event that celebrated the spirit of International Women’s Day. The “Rock
Your Socks” Lenten Project was inspired by a past initiative of the
permanent Deacon of Sacred Heart Parish who challenged people to
donate one pair of new socks for the World Day of the Poor in 2022.
“Rock your Socks" is also aimed to educate people about individuals
with Down Syndrome, Throughout Lent, Student Leadership students
rallied the school to collect 950 pairs of socks, and other toiletry items
symbolizing care for Edmonton's needy.

On May 5th, the Sister Annata Brockman community acknowledged the
crisis surrounding Missing, Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and
Two-Spirited people through education and awareness. An art
installation of red dresses was hung by the entrance to acknowledge
members who are no longer physically present in their communities.
Students and staff were encouraged to wear red and a Moose Hide pin
to bring awareness to the violence that affects Indigenous communities.

Each year, Grade 5 students participate in a presentation about the
Mustard Seed and how their services impact the community and human
lives. Students donated breakfast supplies and made breakfast bags
which were then donated to the Mustard Seed clients. In total, $465
was donated to make 195 breakfast bags by the students of all three
Grade 5 classes that had participated.
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ST. ALPHONSUS

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, St. Alphonsus School has
continued to live out its commitment to Catholic Social Teaching by
fostering a culture of compassion, stewardship, dignity, and service.
From Kindergarten to Grade 9, students engaged in meaningful
experiences that called them to care for one another and for God’s
creation, while contributing to the common good of their school and
wider community.

Early in the school year, the
entire school community
participated in the annual
Terry Fox Run. Students
developed a deeper
understanding of cancer
and the importance of
research while raising funds
for the Canadian Cancer
Society. This initiative
reflected solidarity, as
students united in support
of those affected by illness. Older students supported Kindergarten and
Grade 1 participants, demonstrating leadership, care, and community
across grade levels.

A strong focus on environmental stewardship was evident throughout
the year. Students participated in school yard and field clean-ups, taking
responsibility for maintaining a safe and welcoming environment. Grade
4 volunteers supported this work by collecting beverage containers for
recycling, encouraging sustainable practices. The Horticulture class also
played an important role by growing plants throughout the year. Their
Mother’s Day Plant Sale made gift-giving affordable, with proceeds
supporting future beautification projects such as flower beds. These
efforts reflect the call to care for creation and our shared responsibility
to protect the environment.

Junior High students explored social justice through experiential
learning. In Fashion Studies, students investigated the impacts of fast
fashion, textile waste, and labour practices, deepening their
understanding of how consumer choices affect people and the planet.
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This work connects to the
dignity of work, the rights of
workers, and stewardship,
while encouraging
responsible decision-making.
Construction students
contributed to the common
good by building benches,
rocking chairs, and
bookshelves for the school’'s
entryway and learning
commons, highlighting the
value of using one’s talents in service of others.

Students strengthened community through collaboration and
mentorship. The CTF Mentorship class worked with younger grades on
reading and classroom activities, fostering relationships and modeling
leadership. In another cross-grade initiative, the ceramics class
partnered with Grade 3 students to bring their writing to life by creating
ceramic models of their monster characters. This work honoured
student creativity and reinforced the dignity of each learner.

Faith formation remained integral. Following the Grace for the Heart and
Soul session, the Grade 4/5 class researched Pope Leo XIV and shared
their learning with the school, strengthening connections to the global
Church and reflecting solidarity. Students also created a bulletin board
recognizing staff contributions, fostering gratitude and respect.

Junior High students demonstrated service during the Volunteer
Appreciation Spring Concert. Foods classes prepared snacks, while the
Tourism and Hospitality class welcomed and served guests, reflecting
the call to serve and strengthening community.

Together, these initiatives highlight how St. Alphonsus students actively
live out Catholic Social Teaching. Through service, stewardship,
creativity, and community engagement, they continue to grow as
compassionate individuals committed to building a more just and caring
world.



ST. ANGELA

Throughout the past year, St. Angela actively engaged in a range of
social justice projects that exemplified the core principles of Catholic
Social Teaching. These initiatives not only addressed others' needs but
also provided meaningful opportunities for students and staff to reflect
on themes such as human dignity, solidarity, the preferential option for
the poor, and the call to family, community, and participation.

One highlight of the year was the school-wide Lenten social justice
project, in which the entire community united to collect snacks for
students at the school who may not have access to them. This effort was
a profound expression of the preferential option for the poor, as
students and staff worked together to ensure that no child would go
hungry, fostering compassion and mutual support within the school.

The school also participated
in the ETS Stuff a Bus
initiative, gathering food
donations to support local
families facing food insecurity.
This project was built on the
themes of solidarity and the
common good, as the
community learned the
impact of collective action
and the responsibility to care
for neighbours in need.

Students and staff took part in the Terry Fox Run, raising funds for the
Terry Fox Foundation. Through collecting donations and participating in
the run, the community explored the themes of human dignity and
perseverance, learning about the power of hope and the importance of
supporting medical research.

A movie-and-popcorn event offered students a fun way to engage in
social justice, with proceeds supporting ECS Foundation Dream for Kids
fund. This initiative reinforced the call to family, community, and
participation, showing students the impact of their generosity.
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As part of a continuing project from
past years, students created and
delivered handmade cards throughout
the neighbourhood as random acts of
kindness. This simple yet meaningful
gesture enabled students to put the
principle of human dignity into practice
by bringing joy to their neighbours and
fostering goodwill in the wider
community.

The year concluded with a successful

school fundraiser in which students

sold chips and freezies, raising $200

for the Stollery Children’s Hospital. This
event demonstrated the power of collective effort and reinforced the
value of solidarity and caring for the vulnerable.

Through these diverse projects, St. Angela school community deepened
its understanding of Catholic Social Teaching, recognizing that social
justice encompasses both large-scale initiatives and small, everyday
acts of kindness. Students and staff discovered their capacity to make a
positive difference within the school and beyond, building a culture of
empathy, service, and justice that will leave a lasting impact.



ST. ANNE

Throughout the school year, the community of St. Anne Elementary
School came together in the spirit of service, compassion and faith to
participate in a variety of Social Justice Projects.

In September, the students took part in a Terry Fox Run and they
learned about why it is important to participate in society and how they
can make a difference through community events. This explored the
teachings of Call to Family, Community and Participation.

In December, the Grade 6
Students sold Christmas Candy
Grams (candy canes with a
message of Hope, Peace, Joy,
and Love attached). Donations
of $1 per candy cane were
collected for the Edmonton
Catholic Schools Foundation
Dream Builders Fund and a total
of $266 was collected. The
students explored the theme of
Option for the Poor and
Vulnerable and learned about
how supporting people in need
fosters a sense of belonging and improves the overall well being in the
community.

During Advent, the Grade 4 and 5 students created cards and
ornaments for long term care residents living at Capital Care
Dickinsfield. Writing uplifting messages and visiting the residents
allowed students to explore the theme of the Life and Dignity of the
Human Person and learn about charity.

On Earth Day, the students learned about Care for Creation by planting
seeds in pots to prepare for the growing season. The plants will later be
transferred to school and community flower beds.

In April, the Grade 1 and 3 students made cards to share with the long
term care residents living at Capital Care Dickinsfield. The Grade 5
students delivered the cards and also shared a handbell performance.
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While exploring the theme of Life and

Dignity of the Human Person, the

students learned about acts of service

and generosity.



ST. AUGUSTINE

This school year, St. Augustine embraced social justice through
meaningful, community-centered projects that fostered empathy,
generosity, and a deep sense of responsibility for others.

One of our most impactful
initiatives was the Socks for
Seniors campaign led by the
2/3 class which was a heartfelt
Christmas outreach. Students
demonstrated incredible
compassion, collecting an
impressive 213 new pairs of
socks. Alongside the spirit of
giving, the Grade 2/3 teachers
also integrated curricular
learning into the project.
Students engaged in math activities, working through equations and
problem-solving tasks to calculate and track the number of socks
collected. This cross-curricular approach deepened student engagement
and helped them see how their learning connects to real-world impact.
With each donation, students expressed their desire to bring warmth,
comfort, and care to seniors in our city who have complex medical
needs. These gifts were delivered to residents at St. Joseph Aukxiliary
Hospital, allowing our students to make a tangible difference while
learning the importance of kindness and service.

In addition to this initiative, the
St. Augustine school community
once again came together for
an annual Christmas Hamper
project. Led by a dedicated
staff member, this effort
involved collecting financial
donations and thoughtfully
purchasing food items to create
generous hampers for families
within our own school
community. This year,

St. Augustine school supported 15 families. Staff worked collaboratively
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to organize, assemble, and deliver each hamper, ensuring that families
felt supported and cared for during the holiday season. Beyond
providing essential items, staff also purchased Christmas gifts for each
family, adding an extra layer of joy and celebration.

Throughout these projects, there was a palpable sense of purpose and
unity within the school. Students and staff alike experienced the joy of
giving and the power of coming together to support others. These
initiatives not only addressed immediate needs but also helped instill
lifelong values of compassion, generosity, and social responsibility in our
students.



ST. BENEDICT

Throughout the school year, students at St. Benedict School engaged in
a series of social justice initiatives grounded in the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching, including the dignity of the human person, solidarity,
stewardship, and the call to care for those most in need. These
experiences supported students in connecting their faith to meaningful
action within their local community.

As the winter season approached, students responded to the needs of
individuals experiencing the challenges of cold weather. Grade 4
students led a collection of winter accessories such as hats, scarves,
and mittens, reflecting their growing understanding of human dignity
and the importance of ensuring that all people have access to basic
necessities. Building on this commitment, Grade 6 students organized a
school-wide initiative to collect gently used winter clothing, including
coats, snow pants, and boots. Through this effort, students explored the
concept of stewardship and recognized their shared responsibility to
care for others. The collected items were donated to the Bissell Centre,
supporting individuals and families experiencing poverty and housing
insecurity in Edmonton.

Later in the school year, students
focused on addressing food
insecurity within their community. On
the 100th day of school, Grade 1
students led a food drive, collecting
116 cans of food. This initiative
provided an opportunity for students
to engage with the principle of the
preferential option for the poor and
vulnerable, as they learned that their
contributions, no matter how small,
could have a meaningful impact. The
donations were provided to the
Edmonton Food Bank, helping to
support individuals and families
facing food insecurity.
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In addition to these collection-based initiatives, students also explored
the importance of building community and promoting the common good.
As a school-wide project, students designed and created kindness cards
to share with neighbours and community members. This initiative
emphasized that social justice extends beyond material donations and
includes acts of compassion, inclusion, and connection.

Through these experiences, students developed a deeper understanding
of how Catholic Social Teaching can be lived out in everyday actions.
They recognized that by working together in solidarity, they could
contribute to a more just and caring community, and that their choices
have the power to positively impact the lives of others.



ST. BERNADETTE

Throughout the 2025 to 2026 school year, St. Bernadette School lived
out Catholic Social Teaching through meaningful acts of service,
compassion, and community engagement. Students across all grades
participated in projects that reflected the themes of human dignity, care
for creation, solidarity, and the preferential option for the poor.

The year began with students embracing the Life and Dignity of the
Human Person through several outreach initiatives. Grade 1 students
created and delivered Christmas cards to community members, offering
messages of hope and connection during the Advent season. Grade 2
students participated in 10 Days of Christmas Kindness, completing
daily acts of service such as making cards, singing for others, and
finding small ways to care for those around them. These early year
projects helped younger learners understand that kindness is a concrete
expression of their faith.

The school community demonstrated
a strong commitment to the
Preferential Option for the Poor
through several whole-school
collections. In November, students
gathered food donations for the
Grocery Love Program, supporting
families in need of monthly groceries.
During December, the school
collected toonies to assist families
requiring extra support during the
holidays, raising $200.25. In
February, students collected 705
hygiene items including toothpaste,
toothbrushes, and deodorant for
Hope Mission, learning that dignity is upheld when basic needs are met.

Students also explored the Call to Family, Community, and Participation
through collaborative projects. Grade 5A and 6A students created
handmade staff appreciation cards as part of the Voices of Inspiration
initiative, offering gratitude and encouragement to the adults who
support them daily. Various students volunteered as Snack Helpers
throughout the year, unpacking and organizing items for the school
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lunch program. Grade 6 students also assisted in preparing staff gifts
for the Demonstration of Learning, contributing their time and
leadership to the school community. Upper elementary students also
participated in a meaningful act of service by helping sort books that
were no longer needed at the school. These books were then given to
students within the school community who needed reading materials at
home, allowing younger learners to directly support their peers and
promote a love of literacy.

Acts of Solidarity were especially
visible in the school’s outreach to
seniors. Grade 4 students created
and delivered kindness creations to
residents at Beverly Lodge Seniors
Home. In addition, several classes
have planned a visit to the lodge in
June to spend time with residents
and share handmade cards. Although
this visit has not yet taken place,
students have already reflected on
the importance of companionship,
respect for elders, and the shared
responsibility to care for those who
may feel isolated.

The theme of Care for God’s Creation was embodied through the
school’s Earth Day School Yard Clean Up, where students collected
garbage around the school grounds. This stewardship activity helped
students understand that caring for the environment is an expression of
gratitude for God’s gifts and a responsibility shared by all.

Across all initiatives, St. Bernadette students reflected on how their
actions, whether collecting items, offering words of encouragement, or
caring for the earth, allowed them to be the hands and feet of Christ.
These projects fostered empathy, responsibility, and a deeper
understanding of Catholic Social Teaching, shaping students into
compassionate leaders committed to serving others.



ST. BONAVENTURE

During the second half of the year, we focused on building connection
and kindness in simple but meaningful ways. These included sending
Valentine’s cards to veterans across Canada and setting up buddy
reading between classes. These experiences gave students a chance to
care for others, build
relationships, and feel part of
a larger community. Moving
forward, we’d like to build on
this by being more intentional
about connecting these
experiences to social justice.
Our goal is to help students
not only participate in acts of
kindness, but also begin to
understand why they matter,
and how they can take an
active role in creating a more inclusive and caring community, both
within our school and beyond.
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ST. BONIFACE

Throughout the school year, the community of St. Boniface Catholic
Elementary School united in a spirit of service, compassion, and faith to
participate in a variety of Social Justice initiatives. Rooted in the
teachings of the Catholic Church, these experiences reflected a strong
commitment to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, including the
Life and Dignity of the Human Person, Solidarity, Option for the Poor and
Vulnerable, and the Call to Family, Community, and Participation.

The year began with the annual Terry Fox
Walk/Run, a meaningful tradition that
honoured the dignity, courage, and
perseverance of Terry Fox and all those
affected by cancer. As a school we raised
$228.45 for cancer research. Through
participation and reflection, students learned
that supporting cancer research is an act of
hope, compassion, and respect for human
life. In addition to their learning activities,
students took part in a service project by
creating Valentine’s cards for veterans.
Through heartfelt messages and artwork,
students expressed gratitude,
encouragement, and respect for those who have served. This simple but
meaningful act allowed students to reflect on the sacrifices made by
veterans and to show compassion and care for members of the wider
community who may experience isolation or hardship, particularly during
holidays.

This experience reflects several key principles of Catholic Social
Teaching. By honoring veterans, students upheld the Dignity of the
Human Person, recognizing the inherent worth of every individual.
Writing messages of gratitude and encouragement demonstrated
Solidarity, as students stood in unity with those who have served their
country. The activity also supported the Call to Family, Community, and
Participation, encouraging students to take an active role in caring for
others beyond their immediate school community. Through this act of
service, students lived out their faith by showing love, respect, and
responsibility toward others, modeling Christ’s call to serve with
compassion.
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During Advent, the school community gathered for an Advent Mass and
expressed generosity by donating food items to the parish food bank.
The Grade 6 students took on a leadership role by sorting and
organizing the donations, reinforcing the importance of service,
responsibility, and caring for those in need during the Christmas season.

Throughout Lent, students were
encouraged to live out Christ’s call to
kindness, compassion, and service to
others. In response to this call, all
students wrote letters of kindness to
residents within the local community,
which were later delivered to offer
messages of hope, encouragement, and
human connection. This act reflected the
Dignity of the Human Person, as
students recognized the inherent worth
of each individual and sought to lift
others up through words of care and affirmation.

As part of their Building a City STEAM project, the Grade 1B class
created Blessing Bags for The Mustard Seed, connecting their learning
to meaningful action. By responding to the needs of those experiencing
homelessness and poverty, students demonstrated the Option for the
Poor and Vulnerable, learning that faith calls us to place the needs of
those most marginalized at the center of our concern.

In addition, the school community supported the Edmonton Youth
Emergency Shelter (YESS) through several fundraising initiatives.
Students participated in Chores for Charity, donated their allowances,
and took part in a special “Yes for YESS” day, where students were
granted permission to “break the rules” in exchange for donations.
Through these collective efforts, the school raised over $1,330.75 in
support of vulnerable youth. These initiatives strengthened students’
understanding of Solidarity and the Call to Family, Community, and
Participation, as they worked together to respond with generosity,
empathy, and action.

Together, these Lenten practices helped students grow in their
understanding that living out their faith means actively caring for others,
especially those in need, and responding to injustice with compassion,
service, and hope.



ST. BRENDAN

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, our St. Brendan school
community embraced the call to serve others, living out the principles of
Catholic Social Teachings through a variety of social justice projects.
Demonstrating compassion, solidarity, and deep commitment to the
dignity of the human person, students answered the call of family,
community and human rights.

In September, St. Brendan students and staff participated in the Terry
Fox Run, raising money for cancer research. Uniting in a spirit of hope,
students raised over $1,000. Walking or running in solidarity with
families affected by this illness was a wonderful way to affirm the dignity
of those suffering.

During the Advent season, our students prepared for Christ’s coming by
organizing 32 Christmas Hampers for families in need in our school
community. Students learned about the importance of putting the less
fortunate before themselves during the holiday season.

Students in elementary created beautiful Christmas cards and delivered

them to all residents in the Ottewell neighbourhood, bringing Christmas

joy to all residents in this community. Students experienced being faith-

filled citizens by understanding their role, outlining the values of

kindness, generosity and being part of a larger society. Sharing the gift

of Music, the Junior High band and Elementary Grade 5 students
performed at the Ottewell Senior
Citizen’s Home. They answered the call
of the community by being beacons of
hope for many residents who feel lonely
during the Christmas season.

Throughout the year the Ukrainian
Bilingual students sent over 100 cards
and letters with uplifting messages to
soldiers in Ukraine, demonstrating that
every human life has the right to peace
and safety in their community. Students
showed caring and compassion for
people in a war-torn country, bringing
hope and courage into their lives.
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During the Lenten season, our project focused on students supporting
other students by creating Blessing Bags. This was a school-wide
initiative with students donating everyday toiletries. These were donated
to eight schools in our division. The receiving of the Blessing Bags
created a sense of relief and dignity for students and their families who
face significant financial challenges.

Guided by teachers from
Edmonton Catholic Schools
and supported by the
Canadian Museum for Human
Rights, students participated
in the Be An Upstander
program. Over several
months, students explored
human rights issues during
social classes and created
projects on how they can
create positive changes in their communities. In total, 31 projects were
selected for the Lumen Christi Social Justice Fair. Students were able to
understand that human dignity can be protected when human rights are
protected.

Through all these special Social Justice projects, students and staff at
St. Brendan school learned the positive impact of participating in social
justice activities. The principle of Catholic teaching helps students learn
the significance of demonstrating compassion, solidarity, and
commitment to the life and dignity of the human person, by answering
the call of family and community. St. Brendan students and staff are
beacons of hope and, by participating in Social Justice, experience living
a full Catholic Christian life.



ST. CATHERINE

This year at St. Catherine, our students and staff have shown a genuine
commitment to social justice through a variety of meaningful,
community-focused initiatives.

In September, we kicked off the year with our schoolwide Terry Fox Run,
where students donated “Toonies for Terry” to support cancer research
and honour Terry Fox’s legacy of courage and hope. As a school
community, we raised just over $300 which we donated to cancer
research.

Our Grade 7A class also
strengthened our outreach
efforts through their
partnership with the Sacred
Heart Church Outreach
Program. They organized a
sock drive for vulnerable
community members,
decorated paper lunch bags
with uplifting messages, and
baked muffins that were
included in lunches for those
experiencing food insecurity.

In November, classrooms across the school came together for a
heartfelt Veterans card-writing initiative. Students created personalized
cards that were delivered to senior homes and Legions throughout
northern Edmonton, helping them—especially those who are new to
Canada—gain a deeper understanding of the freedoms they enjoy and
the people who have sacrificed to protect them.

Our staff also demonstrated collective compassion during the Division’s
Grace for the Heart and Soul Day by donating hygiene products, snacks,
and other essentials. Together, we assembled 25 fully stocked
backpacks and delivered them to the House of Refuge Mission.

Each of these initiatives reflects St. Catherine’s ongoing dedication to
empathy, gratitude, and active citizenship, while fostering a strong
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sense of belonging
and responsibility
within our diverse
school community.



ST. CECILIA

During the November 2025 Remembrance Day celebration, students
and staff gathered in a spirit of reflection and gratitude to honour the
men and women who have served and continue to serve our country.
The ceremony provided an opportunity for the school community to
pause, remember, and express appreciation for the sacrifices made by
members of the Canadian Armed Forces. As part of this year’s
commemoration, Social Studies classes participated in a special project
focused on expressing gratitude through creativity and compassion.
Throughout the week leading up to the ceremony, students engaged in
lessons and discussions about the significance of Remembrance Day,
the symbolism of the poppy, and the historical and personal sacrifices
made by veterans. Teachers
facilitated conversations that
helped students explore why
we honour November 11
each year and how acts of
remembrance show respect
for courage, service, and
dedication. The card-making
activity became a way for
students to reflect on what
they had learned. Using
words, drawings, and symbols, students created heartfelt cards filled
with messages of thanks, poppy illustrations, and expressions of peace
and hope. Many students carefully chose their words, reflecting a
growing understanding of gratitude and respect. These handmade cards
were later shared with local veterans’ organizations, serving as a sincere
gesture of appreciation from our school community. This initiative
allowed students to connect personally with the values behind
Remembrance Day while reinforcing the importance of empathy,
respect, and civic responsibility. By participating in this project, students
not only learned about history but also practiced kindness and social
awareness.

While reflecting on an activity we could undertake as a school
community, grounded in our Catholic faith and our call to serve others,
our chaplain reached out to a friend involved with the Sleep in Heavenly
Peace (SHP) Project which is a volunteer-driven organization whose
mission is to build and deliver beds to children and families in need,
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ensuring that no child sleeps on the floor. It was then decided that the
SHP team would come to St. Cecilia School, allowing our community to
take part in this hope-filled project
together. On Thursday, April 23, the SHP
team arrived at school with equipment
needed for the build. That afternoon,
some students and staff members
worked side by side in a spirit of joy.
Each person contributed according to
their abilities—sanding wood, drilling and
assembling the beds. What began as a
hands-on activity soon became a
powerful experience of service,
compassion, and giving. It was an
opportunity to live out our Catholic
identity in a tangible way. Through
teamwork and a shared sense of
purpose, 15 beds were completed, each
valued at approximately $450. The SHP team departed with the finished
beds, ready to be delivered to children in need within our community.
Each bed stands as a visible sign of God’s love.

Throughout the school year, the Braided Journeys student leadership
team demonstrated leadership, service, and mentorship within the
school and wider community. For Truth and Reconciliation, students
supported classroom smudge teachings alongside program staff.
Students also created and donated dreamcatchers to support Five
Freedoms Rescue Ranch. They supported transition activities by visiting
feeder schools, preparing over 500 Indigenous stockings for cultural
lessons, and assisting with Grade 6 Orientation Day and the school
Open House. In the spring, students mentored younger learners through
Indigenous games, caring circles, and STEM activities at NorQuest
College. These experiences reflected the students’ commitment to
leadership, mentorship, and community connection.



ST. CHARLES

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, students and staff of

St. Charles School actively lived out Catholic Social Teachings through
intentional acts of service, charity and reflection. These experiences
strengthened the connection between faith and action, fostering
compassion, empathy, and a shared responsibility for the common
good.

In September, the focus on the Dignity of the Human Person was
reflected in the Terry Fox Run and collection. Students and staff came
together to honour Terry Fox’s legacy, recognizing the inherent value of
every individual and supporting those impacted by illness. This initiative
highlighted the importance of caring for others and upholding the dignity
of all.

During October and
November, the emphasis
shifted to the Preferential
Option for the Poor while
continuing to honour
Human Dignity. Students
prepared treat bags for
individuals experiencing
homelessness and
organized collections of
socks, mittens, and toques
for Sacred Heart Parish
Outreach. A cereal drive in
support of Anne Fitzgerald School further demonstrated a commitment
to supporting those who may be experiencing hardship. Through these
actions, students and staff responded to the call to serve those most in
need with compassion and respect.

In November, our Faith Day provided meaningful opportunities for
service and reflection. Students considered how they are called to
holiness through serving others, and each class developed a plan for
ongoing actions that demonstrate love in service. As part of these
efforts, students created Christmas cards for residents at St. Michael’'s
Continuing Care and Cards of Comfort for Ronald McDonald House,
offering messages of care and connection. Students and staff also
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worked together to prepare Christmas hampers for families in need,
demonstrating generosity and a shared commitment to supporting
others within the community.

During the Advent season in
December, the focus on
Rights and Responsibilities
was brought to life through
charitable initiatives.
Students and staff supported
the Catholic Social Services
“Sign of Hope” campaign,
raising $782.60 through the
Christmas concert. In
addition, $1,064.20 was
raised for the Stollery
Children’s Hospital. These efforts reinforced the understanding that all
people have a right to care and support, and a shared responsibility
exists to respond to those needs.

In March, during Lent, the focus turned to Solidarity. The Social Justice
Club led the Stations of the Cross at St. Charles parish, engaging
students, staff and families in prayerful reflection on Christ’s suffering
and its connection to the experiences of others around the world.
Students also organized a craft sale in support of Development and
Peace, raising funds and awareness for global communities. These
initiatives emphasized that all people are part of one human family,
called to stand together in support of justice and dignity.

Through these experiences, students and staff continued to grow in their
understanding of Catholic Social Teachings as a lived commitment. The
year’s initiatives reflected a school community rooted in faith, dedicated
to serving others, and committed to building a more just and
compassionate world.



ST. CLEMENT

This year, the students and staff of St. Clement were committed to
making a difference in their school and community through acts of
kindness, justice, faith, and activism.

Early in the year, students raised
“Toonies for Terry” and participated
in the Terry Fox Run. Students
learned about Terry Fox’s Marathon
of Hope and supported the cancer
research cause of the Terry Fox
Foundation.

The St. Clement Advent project was a Jesse Tree of Giving. Every student
in the school created an ornament for the tree, and under the tree they
collected cold-weather items for Catholic Social Services, as well as
families in their own community.

St. Clement celebrated something they called Kindness Day as a
community by exchanging cards at the school. Each student made
another student a positive and personalized message. These messages
were then handed out, in a large card exchange event, to brighten one
another’s day.

To mark the end of the Jubilee, students and staff came together to
create a prayer chain representing the wishes of the collective
community. One of the Division Chaplains even prayed with the school in
support of the collective intentions of St. Clement!

The International Baccalaureate Community and Exhibition projects took
on many themes of faith and service in action this year. Grade 5
students worked on protest art pieces to support their research causes.
Students took on various topics of activism including food insecurity,
bullying, protection of the environment, animal welfare, and more. The
Grade 9 students took an active approach to their causes such as
writing letters, creating new initiatives at the school, educating their
peers on morning announcements, and creating new visuals to display.
The Grade 9 students took on complex problems such as increasing
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diversity in government, enhancing the student experience at

St. Clement, food insecurity, the needs of our houseless neighbors, and
more. One student project resulted in a water bottle drive at the school.
All the collected water was donated to a local shelter in support of
houseless neighbors. Another student group raised funds for the Make-
a-Wish Foundation through pizza sales and raised awareness for the
Stollery through the Wear Purple Day.

St. Clement has a strong relationship with their partner parish, which is
extremely important to the school. One student group took on the
initiative of raising food for the St. Theresa food bank as an extension of
their community project. Those students raised a great deal of food to
take to the parish.

Another student project involved revitalizing the area in front of the
school by planting a garden. This became a partner project between that
student and the staff. On Grace for the Heart and Soul Day, the staff and
the student (with the help of Indigenous Learning Services) embarked
on an afternoon of prayer, reflection, and the planting of a traditional
medicine garden.

At St. Clement, the K-9 context is often
used to benefit the teaching and
learning and build community. Buddy
systems between older and younger
students celebrate this sense of
community. Using the power of
relationships, buddy work was used at
Carnaval, in reading programs, to plan
celebrations and liturgies, and to
create special Easter artwork for
display at out Easter liturgy. These art projects represent the ideas of
Grade 2 students executed by Grade 9 art students - and they turned
out amazing!

In June, Grade 5 students from St. Clement partnered with the Grade 1
students from Our Lady of Peace school as a leadership opportunity.
Together, they attended Forest School. This experience built community
and promoted a sense of service through leading.

The St. Clement Chargers had a great year in faith and service. Through
their sense of purpose as Catholics, and through their strong sense of
community, they made a difference!



ST. DOMINIC

Throughout the year, St. Dominic Catholic School engaged in service
initiatives that clearly reflected the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching. These efforts strengthened the school’s commitment to
forming students who act with compassion, uphold human dignity, and
contribute to the common good.

The principle of Human Dignity guided outreach to vulnerable
populations. Students created Christmas cards for residents of

St. Michael’s Long Term Care Facility and engaged in prayerful reflection
on the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary, deepening their understanding
that every person is created in the image of God and deserving of care
and respect.

The Option for the Poor
and Vulnerable was
demonstrated through

several acts of generosity.

Students donated candy

and encouraging

messages to a local

women’s and children’s

shelter. During Advent,
the school community united for the Toonies for Terrance the Turkey
initiative, raising $600 to provide six $100 grocery gift cards and four
food hampers for families in need. This work reflected St. Dominic’s
commitment to equity-focused practice and meaningful,
community-rooted action.

The principle of Care for Creation was lived out through schoolyard
clean-ups during the spring and on Earth Day, reinforcing the belief that
stewardship of the environment is a moral responsibility entrusted to all.

Acts of Solidarity were evident in ongoing service projects. Students
collected aluminum can tabs for the Tabs for Tots program, supporting
the purchase of medical equipment for children in need. They also
volunteered to shovel snow for neighbours and community members,
offering practical assistance and demonstrating a willingness to stand
with others through acts of service.
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A strong expression of
Community and Participation
emerged through the
school-wide Candygram
Kindness Campaign. Students
organized and led the initiative,
ensuring that every member of
the school received a message
of encouragement paired with a
lollipop. More than 1,200
Candygrams were delivered, and
$1,750 was raised for the Cure
Cancer Foundation. The donation was made through the players of the
Guinness World Record Longest Hockey Game, connecting the school to
a broader mission of supporting children affected by cancer.

Across all initiatives, the St. Dominic community demonstrated that
Catholic Social Teaching is lived through action—through generosity,
stewardship, prayer, and service. These efforts strengthened the
school’s commitment to fostering inclusive, compassionate, and
engaged learning environments. St. Dominic remains dedicated to
ongoing reflection, collaboration, and professional learning that deepens
its impact and supports the diverse needs of all students.



ST. EDMUND

Throughout this school year, students and staff at St. Edmund continued
to live out the Gospel message through meaningful acts of service,
community engagement, and care for others. Guided by Catholic Social
Teaching and supported by the values of the International
Baccalaureate, each initiative reflected a commitment to human dignity,
participation in community life, and responsible stewardship. These
efforts were not isolated projects; they were opportunities for students
to understand what it means to put faith into action.

During the Christmas season, students created cards for members of
the community, offering messages of hope and connection. This simple
gesture encouraged students to consider the importance of reaching out
to those who may feel alone and to recognize the value of strengthening
relationships within the broader community.

The school also prepared Christmas Hampers for families in need.
Students contributed food, household items, and gifts, learning that
supporting those who face hardship is a shared responsibility. The
process of gathering, organizing, and preparing the hampers helped
students understand the importance of prioritizing the needs of the
vulnerable and upholding the dignity of every person.

In addition, students also
participated in a school yard
clean-up, recognizing that
caring for shared spaces is
part of caring for God’s
creation and respecting the
environment entrusted to us.
This work encouraged
students to see stewardship
as an everyday responsibility
that contributes to the
well-being of the entire community.

During Lent, the school organized a Food Drive to support Edmonton’s
Food Bank. Students learned about the increasing demand for food
security in the city and responded with generosity. Their participation
highlighted the importance of ensuring that all people have access to
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basic necessities and that the common good is advanced when
communities work together.

The Grade 9 Community Projects, a key
component of the IB Middle Years
Programme, showcased the leadership
and initiative of our oldest students.
Their projects addressed a range of
needs within the community and
reflected a thoughtful understanding of
human dignity, solidarity, and
participation. They traded baked goods
for hygiene products to support
individuals who lacked access to
essential items. Students also created a
school-based dictionary for newcomers
to help them feel welcomed, supported,
and able to participate fully in school
life. Funds were raised to purchase gift cards and gift baskets for nurses
as a gesture of appreciation for their ongoing service to others. Letters
were written for elderly community members to offer encouragement
and companionship. These projects demonstrated students’ ability to
identify needs, plan meaningful action, and reflect on the impact of their
work. They also reinforced the Catholic call to serve others and the IB
goal of developing caring, principled, and engaged learners.

Taken together, this year’s social-justice efforts reflect a school
community committed to living its faith with purpose. Students learned
that justice is expressed through consistent, thoughtful actions that
uphold the dignity of others and contribute to the well-being of the
community. Their work this year helped them grow not only as learners,
but as individuals prepared to participate responsibly in the Church and
in the world.



ST. ELIZABETH

Throughout the school year, St. Elizabeth school community came
together in a spirit of service, compassion, and stewardship to
participate in a variety of Social Justice initiatives rooted in Catholic
Social Teaching. These projects reflected a commitment to the
principles of Call to Family, Community, and Participation, Care for God’s
Creation, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, and Solidarity, while
helping students recognize their role in building a more just and caring
world.

During the winter months, students participated in the annual Snow
Hero initiative, which focused on acts of service within the local
community. Through this project, students volunteered their time and
energy to help neighbours remove snow from sidewalks and driveways,
supporting seniors, families, and community members who may have
needed extra assistance. In total, 155 homes were supported through
this initiative. This experience allowed students to live out the value of
serving others with dignity and compassion while strengthening

community connections through simple but meaningful acts of kindness.

As part of a science and
environmental stewardship unit,
students explored the importance of
reducing waste and caring for
creation. Old paper was collected and
recycled, then creatively repurposed
into handmade Christmas cards for
residents in a local seniors’ home.
This initiative highlighted the Catholic
Social Teaching principle of Care for
God'’s Creation while also fostering
intergenerational connection and
reminding students that even small
actions can bring joy and hope to
others during the Christmas season.

In Social Studies, students deepened their understanding of charity,
volunteering, and civic responsibility by examining how service
contributes to quality of life within a community. Learning extended
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beyond the classroom through a community walk focused on acts of
kindness and beautification. Students delivered surprise Easter cards to
local mailboxes, wrote uplifting Easter messages in chalk on community
sidewalks, and collected litter throughout the neighbourhood. These
activities reinforced the importance of active citizenship and
demonstrated how caring for one’s community reflects the values of
solidarity and participation.

Throughout the season of Lent, the
school community united for a whole-
school food drive in support of the
St. Theresa Parish Food Pantry.
Families and staff were invited to
contribute non-perishable food items
over the 40 days of Lent, recognizing
that several families within the
community have directly benefited
from the pantry’s support. This
initiative emphasized the Option for
the Poor and Vulnerable by
encouraging students and staff to
reflect on almsgiving, sacrifice, and
the importance of responding to the
needs of others with generosity and
empathy.

Collectively, these initiatives helped foster a culture of service, gratitude,
and faith-filled action throughout the school year. Students were
provided with meaningful opportunities to connect classroom learning
with lived experiences of Catholic Social Teaching, deepening their
understanding that social justice is not only learned, but lived through
daily choices to serve, care for others, and work toward the common
good.



ST. ELIZABETH SETON

At St. Elizabeth Seton School, we unfolded on a meaningful journey
rooted in Catholic Social Teaching. Guided by themes such as the dignity
of the human person, care for God’s creation, and the call to serve the
poor and vulnerable, students and staff worked collectively to turn faith
into action.

The school community began the year by embracing the importance of
solidarity through its participation in the Terry Fox Run. As a whole
school, students, staff, and families raised funds for the Terry Fox
Foundation, demonstrating perseverance, compassion, and a shared
commitment to supporting cancer research. This initiative fostered a
deep understanding of how individual efforts contribute to the common
good. We donated $420 as a school community.

During the Advent season, the focus
shifted toward serving those in
need. Homeroom classes
collaborated to assemble 20
Christmas hampers filled with food
and essential items for our families
within our school community.
Students also created heartfelt
Christmas cards for seniors in the
community at Venta Care Centre,
recognizing the dignity and worth of
every individual, especially those
who may experience isolation.
These acts of kindness reinforced
the importance of compassion and
human connection.

The school’s commitment to supporting children extended through the
Taste of Seton event, where funds were raised for the Stollery Children’s
Hospital Foundation, donating $1,066. This initiative highlighted the
theme of community and participation, as students and families came
together to celebrate culture while supporting a vital cause. The
experience helped students recognize their ability to make a tangible
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difference in the lives of others, while sharing their cultural food and
traditions with others.

Throughout the year, the creation of
the Seton Closet stood as a
testament to the school’s dedication
to the preferential option for the less
fortunate and in need. Through
generous donations, the closet
provided clothing to students in
need, ensuring that all members of
the community were supported with
dignity and care. This ongoing
initiative fostered a culture of
empathy and inclusion within the
school. Anyone student or family in
need is able to access the closet
and take what they need.

Finally, environmental stewardship was brought to life during Earth Day
activities. Students participated in schoolyard clean-ups and awareness
campaigns, learning about their responsibility to care for God’s creation.
In addition, the school’s bottle recycling efforts not only promoted
sustainability but also gave back to students, reinforcing the
interconnectedness of environmental and social responsibility.

Through these collective efforts, St. Elizabeth Seton School
demonstrated how Catholic Social Teaching can be lived out in practical
and meaningful ways. Students and staff grew in their understanding of
service, compassion, and justice, recognizing that even small actions,
when guided by faith, can create lasting impact. The year stood as a
powerful example of a faith-filled community working together to build a
more just and caring world.



ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, St. Francis of Assisi School
engaged in meaningful Social Justice initiatives rooted in the principles
of Catholic Social Teaching. These experiences reflected key themes
such as the dignity of the human person, community and participation,
and solidarity. Through these opportunities, students and staff actively
lived out their faith through service, compassion, and generosity.

The year began with the annual Terry Fox Run on September 12, 2025.
Students ran through the school community to honour Terry Fox’s legacy
and raise funds for cancer research. The school raised $244. This event
emphasized the importance of coming together for a shared purpose
and highlighted the theme of Family, Community, and Participation.

On February 14, 2026, students participated in a Valentine’s Day Walk,
creating handmade cards with kind messages that were delivered to
homes in the community. This act of kindness spread joy and
connection while reinforcing the Catholic call to care for others and build
strong communities. This initiative reflected Call to Family, Community,
and Participation.

On February 20, students took part
in a Dream Builders movie
afternoon. With a donation,
students enjoyed a pajama day,
movie, and snacks including chips,
fruit snacks, and juice boxes. The
event raised $581.55 and
supported a sense of community
while giving back. This initiative
also aligned with the school’s
Lenten project, where students
raised funds and collectively
contributed to the Jesse Tree story,
deepening reflection on faith and
generosity. This reflected the
theme of Life and Dignity of the
Human Person.
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On April 21, Division 2 students raised $440 and collected additional
food bank donations in support of the St. Francis Xavier High School
drama program. In return, students attended a live drama performance,
fostering community connection while supporting the arts and those in
need.

One of the most impactful initiatives
was the division-wide Grace for the
Heart and Soul event on April 25,
2026. Staff volunteered at WINGS
(Women In Need Growing Stronger),
supporting women and families
fleeing domestic violence. Staff
helped assemble IKEA furniture for
apartments, creating safe and
welcoming living spaces. The school
also collected over 300 toiletry
items through a donation drive. This
initiative highlighted the themes of
Life and Dignity of the Human
Person and Solidarity.

Following this, on May 14, 2026, students supported the Moose Hide
Campaign by purchasing bannock bites, with all proceeds donated to
the campaign. This initiative focused on ending violence against women
and children and promoting reconciliation, encouraging awareness and
action on social justice issues.

To close the year, staff donated toys for the Ben Calf Robe Annual
Powwow on May 10, 2026. These contributions supported attendees
and reflected respect, unity, and reconciliation with Indigenous
communities. This initiative highlighted Solidarity.

Together, these initiatives demonstrate St. Francis of Assisi’s strong
commitment to living out faith through action. Students and staff
deepened their understanding of Catholic Social Teaching through
meaningful service, working together to build a more compassionate,
just, and caring world.



ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

Throughout the school year, the St. Francis Xavier community
demonstrated a deep commitment to the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching through acts of service, stewardship, and solidarity with those
in need. Students and staff consistently explored the call to uphold the
dignity of every person while living out their faith through meaningful
action in both the local and broader community.

During Advent, the school
organized a food drive in
support of the Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul, Annunciation
Conference. The initiative
became one of the most
successful campaigns the
school had seen in more than a
decade, resulting in the largest
single food donation collected
during that time while also
raising more than $500. Students reflected on the themes of human
dignity and the preferential option for the poor, recognizing the
importance of ensuring that families in the community had access to
basic necessities during the Christmas season.

This spirit of generosity continued during the annual St. Francis Xavier
Feast Day Turkey Lunch, where students and staff collected additional
donations for both the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, Annunciation
Conference and the St. Alphonsus Conference. More than $300 was
raised, further reinforcing the importance of community, compassion,
and shared responsibility for those experiencing hardship.

The St. FX Friends Restoring Our Globe (FROG) Club focused on
environmental stewardship, community engagement, and care for
vulnerable members of society. Students organized and promoted a
clothing donation drive in support of Youth Empowerment Support
Services (YESS) and The Mustard Seed. Through digital posters, video
reels, daily announcements, and collaboration with the Religion
Department, students encouraged broad participation throughout the
school community. Throughout the campaign, FROG Club members
dedicated time to sorting and organizing donations before participating
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in a field trip to personally
deliver the items to the
shelters. During their visit,
students interacted with staff
members who shared their
appreciation and helped
students better understand the
realities faced by vulnerable
individuals in the community.
Through this initiative, students
strengthened their skills in
leadership, teamwork, communication, and organization, while also
developing a deeper understanding of empathy, responsibility, and the
importance of collective action in creating positive change.

One of the school’s largest initiatives was the 24-hour Bike-a-thon held
in March. The event united students, staff, alumni, families, and
community members in support of several charitable organizations,
including the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation’s Dreams for Kids
fund, the Royal Alexandra Hospital Foundation, and Catholic Social
Services. Nearly $70,000 was raised, with a portion also directed back
into supporting members of the school community. The Bike-a-thon
highlighted the themes of solidarity and the common good, as
participants worked collectively to support individuals and families
facing medical, financial, and personal challenges.

Throughout the year, students and staff also demonstrated a
commitment to caring for creation by regularly organizing community
cleanups in the neighbourhood surrounding the school. Located in a
busy area shared by schools, businesses, and homes, the community
often experiences increased litter and waste. Students took pride in
helping maintain and restore the area whenever opportunities arose,
learning that stewardship involves both small daily actions and larger
collective efforts.

Together, these initiatives reflected a school community that sought to
live out its Catholic faith through service, compassion, stewardship, and
advocacy for human dignity. Students not only contributed tangible
support to important organizations and causes but also deepened their
understanding of how Catholic Social Teaching can guide meaningful
action in everyday life.



ST. GABRIEL CENTRE FOR
DIVERSE LEARNING

During the 2025-26 school year, the staff and students of St. Gabriel-
Centre for Diverse Learning lived out a commitment to social justice
initiatives and activities aligned with the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching. Each experience allowed students to deepen their
understanding of gospel values while making a positive impact on each
other and the surrounding community.

Our school opened September with a ‘Family Picnic’, in a welcoming call
to families, community and participation. To make this event possible,
many of our High School students extended their school day in an act of
service by helping to setup our school gym and additionally served food
for our visiting families. In the spirit of giving back to our community,
St. Gabriel hosted its 3rd annual Christmas Dinner, in December. An
event that brings our staff and student families together in a way that
creates a sense of belonging, connection, and uplifts spirits through
kindness and generosity. St. Gabriel
students contributed to this event
through such acts as helping serve
the Christmas meal as well as a staff
and student musical harp and violin
collaboration. In addition, food items
were collected to create Christmas
hampers for families within our own
school community who were in need,
ensuring that the spirit of giving was
felt close to home.

In April, students in Grade 9
engaged in fundraising for the
Alberta Cancer Foundation to raise
money for kids with cancer.
Students researched this topic,
created posters around the school to spread awareness and then set up
a Freezy sale at school whereby $58 was raised for this initiative. The
experience allowed students to come together with their peers in an
expression of solidarity and love of neighbors, seeking to uphold the
dignity of every person and care for those most in need. April also
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provided an opportunity to ‘Care for God’s Creation’, whereby students
participated in a series of Earth Day activities, including schoolyard
garbage collection and the creation of tie-dye shirts whereby students
made old shirts, new again! Each act of service provided thoughtful
reflection on stewardship, increased student understanding of their
responsibility to support sustainability, and how their actions impact
creation.

Seeking always to foster empathy, reduce stigma and support those who
struggle with mental health challenges, St. Gabriel participated in ‘Hats
on for Mental Health’ on May 7th, an initiative aligned closely with our
school values of seeking to build a more inclusive and caring community
grounded in solidarity, hope, and respect for the dignity of every
individual.

At St. Gabriel-Center for Diverse
Learning we are making social
justice a part of our daily practice.
Our students are frequently visiting
community spaces, as well as
welcoming visitors into our spaces,
organically creating opportunities to
build empathy, and helping our
community to become more
inclusive and aware of
neurodiversity. These experiences
have created new approaches
whereby community agencies have
incorporated new approaches with
diversity in mind. Examples such as
the local library adopting a “soft
welcome” policy, equipped with
sensory toys and interacting with
student AAC to support communication as well as a local fire safety
program, revising their student course after visiting, with autistic
students in mind. These real-world community connections reaffirm the
Catholic Social Teaching of human dignity, and the belief that every
person has inherent worth and value because they are created in the
image and likeness of God.



ST. GERARD

The Grade 6 students at St. Gerard Catholic School demonstrated the
teachings of the Catholic Church through their acts of service,
compassion, and care for others in their community. As part of their
Social Project, the students worked together to raise $200 in order to
create Breakfast Bags for The Mustard Seed. Through this project, they
put their faith into action by helping people experiencing homelessness
and hardship. The students learned that Catholic teachings call people
to serve those in need with dignity, kindness, and love, just as Jesus
taught through His example of caring for the poor and vulnerable.

The students also decorated bags for
Meals on Wheels to brighten the day
of seniors and community members
receiving meals. By creating cheerful
and encouraging artwork, the
students shared joy and reminded
others that they were valued and
remembered. This connected closely
to the Catholic values of compassion,
service, and building community. The
students recognized that even small
acts of kindness could make a
meaningful difference in another
person’s life.

In addition, the school’s Coloring Club created handmade cards for sick
children at Stollery Children's Hospital. The cards were filled with caring
messages, colorful drawings, and words of encouragement meant to
bring comfort and hope to young patients and their families. Through
this act of kindness, the students showed empathy and reflected the
Catholic belief in caring for those who are suffering. Their efforts
demonstrated how faith can be lived out through generosity,
compassion, and thoughtful service to others.

The Grade 6 students also participated in a Walk in the Community
where they shared cards of kindness with local residents and
community members. This activity encouraged the students to spread
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positivity, encouragement, and God’s love to others through simple but
meaningful gestures. By reaching out to others in friendship and
kindness, the students practiced the Catholic teaching of loving their
neighbour and building a caring and inclusive community.

As part of their commitment to caring for God’s creation, the students
also took part in a city-wide clean-up initiative. They worked together to
collect litter and help care for the environment around their school and
community. This experience helped the students understand the
Catholic responsibility of stewardship — caring for the Earth as a gift
from God. Through their actions, they showed respect for creation and
pride in helping make their community cleaner and safer for everyone.

Together, these activities helped the students of St. Gerard grow as
caring Catholic citizens. By serving people in need, spreading joy,
offering comfort to others, and caring for their community and the
environment, they lived out the Gospel message of love, kindness,
stewardship, and respect for the dignity of every person.



ST. HILDA

Our commitment to social justice is lived out in meaningful, relational,
and faith-centered ways within our school community. Each year, we
intentionally honour important initiatives such as Orange Shirt Day,
fostering understanding of the lasting impacts of residential schools,
and Red Dress Day, where students and staff are invited to wear red in
recognition and awareness of Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit People (MMIWG2S+). This year, we
deepened that awareness by introducing red handprints for the first
time, alongside the presence of a mini tipi display, creating a visible and
powerful symbol of learning, reflection, and solidarity. Looking ahead,
we are excited to explore the possibility of launching the Moose Hide
Campaign next year as another meaningful step in our commitment to
reconciliation and standing against violence.

Our approach to social
justice also extends to
broader community
engagement and
awareness. As a school,
we participated in and
raised funds for the Terry
Fox Run, supporting
cancer research while
fostering a spirit of
collective action and
perseverance. Students
also benefited from
bullying prevention presentations and impactful mental health
presentations provided through our ECSD Consultant and the Edmonton
Elks, reinforcing the importance of resilience, connection, and seeking
support. This message was further amplified through an inspirational
visit from a St. Hilda alumnus, who not only shared his story with
students but then joined in a memorable staff versus students
basketball game alongside our parish priest- bringing together faith, joy,
and community in a powerful and engaging way. This spirit of connection
is also evident during events such as our Open House, where we are
supported by a strong team of volunteers who help us warmly welcome
families and strengthen our connection with the wider community. At the
same time, we recognize that social justice can sometimes be reduced
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to fundraising efforts. Given that many
of our families experience financial
pressures, our focus has not been on
raising funds, but rather on fostering a
culture of dignity, care, and shared
responsibility rooted in our charism of
Hawk Servant Leadership. This is most
evident in initiatives like our donated
fruits and vegetables program, which
has become far more than a food
support—it is a true point of
connection. Families regularly come
into the school to “shop,” creating
opportunities for conversation,
relationship-building, and community
presence within the school. Some
families even call ahead so their children can bring food home,
highlighting the trust, dignity, and partnership that has developed
through this initiative.

Our commitment to service also extends outward. During our Grace for
the Heart and Soul day, staff prepared muffins and sandwiches that
were donated to Our Lady of Grace to support ECSD teenage mothers,
offering both nourishment and a gesture of care and solidarity. In
addition, students also contribute in meaningful ways by preparing and
sharing food at times within our WIN program, further fostering a spirit
of generosity and community within the school.

Equally powerful are the everyday acts of service demonstrated by our
students. Whether it is a group of students voluntarily helping to carry
donated food from vehicles into the school, or students stepping forward
to assist in the canteen at lunchtime by handing out free food to their
peers, these actions reflect a deep and growing understanding of
servant leadership. These moments, both big and small, illustrate how
our students are living out social justice not as an abstract concept, but
as a daily commitment to lifting one another up and building a
community rooted in compassion, dignity, and faith.



ST. JOHN BOSCO

Serving others through acts of social justice is deeply embedded in the
culture of St. John Bosco School. Students learned the value of
empathy, generosity, dignity, and action by participating in projects that
responded to the needs of the community and the wider world.

The school year began
with the annual Terry Fox
Run and Toonies for
Terry, demonstrating the
school’'s commitment to
contributing to the global
community. During
Thanksgiving, this was
built upon with Toonies
for Terrence the Turkey.
With each $2 donation,
students added a feather
to Terrence, visually representing their collective contributions. Funds
supported the Christmas Hamper project, including gift cards for
perishables. Grade 5 and 6 Leadership students organized and
assembled hampers for families in need, providing a meaningful hands-
on learning experience.

In the winter, students participated in the annual Read-a-thon,
benefiting the school community while strengthening home-school
connections. As Christmas approached, students delivered handmade
cards to neighbourhood homes, spreading joy and fostering connections
with community members who might have experienced isolation. This
initiative promoted empathy, collaboration, and an understanding of the
positive impact that small acts of kindness could have.

Kindergarten students designed Christmas cards that were sold in
packages, each including a feature card created by a student accessing
Stollery services. This project helped students understand giving,
creativity, and community involvement. A total of $751.30 was raised
and donated to the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation, supporting
children and families receiving care.
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Throughout the year, students also explored their responsibility to care

for God’s creation. They participated in a schoolyard clean-up, helping

maintain safe and clean green spaces. Reflections following the activity
encouraged students to consider how
their actions demonstrated faith in
action and environmental
stewardship.

In February, the school supported the
Jump Rope for Heart campaign,
promoting heart health and raising
approximately $920 for heart and
brain research.

Participation in social justice initiatives

such as the Terry Fox Run, food drives,

Christmas hampers, and

environmental clean-ups helped

students recognize their ability to
make a difference. These experiences built compassion, teamwork, and
responsibility, reinforcing the understanding that even small actions
could have a meaningful impact.



ST. JOHN XXII

Throughout the 2025-26 school year of welcome and community at
St. John XXIIl School, the school wove the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching—human dignity, solidarity, the common good, and preferential
option for the poor—into daily life. What emerged was a year in which
social justice was not confined to events or campaigns but lived out
through action, reflection, and relationship.

Lent and Easter focused on global
solidarity. Students learned about the
people of Burundi and the challenges of
poverty and limited access to
education. Through classroom
discussions and a school-wide
fundraiser, students raised funds to
support community development
initiatives in the region. This initiative
deepened students’ understanding of
the universal Church’s call to care for
all members of the human family,
especially those most in need.

That same spirit animated the annual Terry Fox Run. Students and staff
ran together in honor of Terry’s legacy, raising funds for cancer research
and celebrating the value of perseverance and hope. The event
highlighted the dignity of every person affected by iliness and the
collective power of community resilience.

During Advent, the school community embraced the call to promote
human dignity through the St. John Elves initiative. Hallways filled with
wrapped gifts, toys, and warm clothing destined for children at

St. Gerard School. The project ensured that every child could experience
the joy of Christmas, reminding students that generosity transforms both
giver and receiver.

Acts of gratitude and remembrance also shaped the year. Each student
wrote a Letter to a Veteran, expressing appreciation for the sacrifices
made in service to peace and freedom. These letters not only honored
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the past but also built connections between generations, reflecting the
Catholic value of honoring life and human stories in all their stages.

Closer to home, students responded to
the call to feed the hungry. By
organizing donations for the

St. Thomas More Church Food Bank,
they provided essential supplies and
nourishment for local families. Through
these efforts, they witnessed how
meeting basic needs is an act of
justice rooted in love.

As winter turned to spring, solidarity

with the marginalized took tangible

form through the creation of care

packages for individuals experiencing

homelessness. Each package

contained hygiene items, snacks, and
a handwritten message of encouragement, reminding recipients that
they are seen and valued.

In classrooms and common spaces, compassion extended even further.
Students created inspirational cards and handmade bookmarks for
seniors, school staff, and peers. These small but heartfelt gestures
strengthened the community’s bonds and celebrated the inherent worth
of every person.

Throughout the year, reflection was central. Teachers guided students in
connecting their actions to Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching,
emphasizing that justice begins with seeing Christ in each person.
Gradually, students recognized that their work for others was not charity
in the narrow sense but participation in God’s ongoing work of renewal.

By the end of the 2025-26 school year, St. John XXIll School had
become a community where social justice was lived daily—in
compassion extended, voices raised, and hands put to service. Whether
reaching across continents or caring for neighbors nearby, students
learned that to welcome others is to answer the Gospel call to love. In
doing so, they discovered that social justice is not a single project but a
way of being—a way of becoming who they are called to be in Christ.
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ST. JOSEPH

Throughout the school year, the community of St. Joseph Catholic High
School lived out the principles of Catholic Social Teaching through a
series of meaningful Social Justice Projects. Guided by the belief in the
Life and Dignity of the Human Person and the Option for the Poor and
Vulnerable, students engaged in acts of service that deepened their
understanding of compassion, solidarity, and responsibility toward
others.

The year’s efforts began with a school-organized blood drive in
partnership with
Canadian Blood
Services. Throughout
the year, the
students donated
three separate
times. Students
learned that
donating blood was a
direct way of
safeguarding human
life, especially for
those facing medical
crises. Their
participation

demonstrated a tangible commitment to protecting the dignity of

individuals in need.

As Advent approached, the school community turned its attention to
preparing for Christ’s coming through acts of charity. Students collected
toiletries and new Christmas gifts for Boyle Street Community Services,
ensuring that individuals and families facing hardship could experience
comfort and hope during the holiday season. This project invited
students to consider the Call to Family, Community and Participation,
and the responsibility to care for one another as members of one human
family.

During the annual Troy Tournament, the tradition of Sock It to Taz once
again united the school in joyful generosity. Students threw socks at the
school mascot, later gathering the donations to support Hope Mission.
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Two full garbage bins of warm socks were collected, reminding students
that even small acts can uphold the dignity of those experiencing
homelessness, especially during Edmonton’s harsh winter months.

Later in the year, the school hosted a thrift shop that invited students to
donate clothing they no longer used. These items were resold at
accessible prices, with all proceeds—totaling $778—supporting YESS
(Youth Empowerment and Support Services). Through this initiative,
students reflected on the importance of stewardship, sustainability, and
ensuring that vulnerable youth in the community felt supported and
valued.

Through all these initiatives, students deepened their understanding
that service is not merely an action but a reflection of faith. They
recognized that preserving the dignity of every person requires ongoing
commitment, empathy, and a willingness to respond to the needs of the
community. Through their collective efforts, the students of St. Joseph
Catholic High School embodied the Gospel call to love and serve others.
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ST. JOSEPHINE BAKHITA

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, the students and staff of

St. Josephine Bakhita School demonstrated our commitment to living
out the Catholic Social Teachings through acts of service, compassion,
advocacy, and community building. These initiatives reflected our call to
recognize the dignity of every person and to respond to the needs of
others with faith, hope, and love.

Throughout the year at SJB, students participated in a variety of
learning, reflection, and awareness activities including Orange Shirt Day,
Black History Month, Random Acts of Kindness, Pink Shirt Day, and Hats
On for Mental Health. These experiences helped students deepen their
understanding of Truth and Reconciliation, celebrate the diversity and
dignity of all people, and recognize the importance of kindness,
inclusion, empathy, and mental wellness.

In October, as a whole
school community, SJB
participated in a Food
Bank Drive, collecting
cereal box donations to
support local families in
need. Students and
families also generously
contributed winter
clothing donations for
our Mitten Tree
throughout the month of
December to help
community members
stay warm during the
colder months. These
initiatives demonstrate
solidarity and stewardship by encouraging students to recognize their
responsibility to care for others.

At Christmas, the Grade 1 and Grade 6 students created kindness cards
for unhoused individuals at The Mustard Seed. This thoughtful initiative
showed students that even small gestures of kindness can bring hope
and dignity to others during difficult times.
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In May, the Grade 7 girls participated in a meaningful social justice
project focused on bullying awareness and prevention. Through age-
appropriate discussions, activities, and scenarios, they encouraged
younger students to think critically about kindness, empathy, and
respectful relationships. This project allowed for helping foster a safe,
inclusive, and caring school environment where every student feels
valued and respected.

Together, these experiences helped strengthen St. Josephine Bakhita
School as a faith-filled community rooted in service, compassion,
inclusion, and social responsibility.



ST. JUSTIN

Throughout the school year, our community actively lived out the
principles of Catholic Social Teaching by engaging in a variety of social
justice initiatives that reflected our commitment to faith, service, and
compassion. Rooted in the life and message of Jesus Christ, these
activities helped students understand the sacred dignity of every person
and our call to love and serve “the least of these” (Matthew 25).
Through prayer, action, and reflection, students experienced how faith is
expressed through concrete acts of justice and care for others.

Several initiatives highlighted our commitment to the Life and Dignity of
the Human Person and the Preferential Option for the Poor. In
September, students participated in the Terry Fox Run alongside our
neighboring Thorncliffe School, building relationships and strengthening
community while showing solidarity with those affected by cancer. This
shared experience emphasized perseverance, hope, and the importance
of working together for the common good. At Thanksgiving, our school
collected food for the local food bank, responding to the needs of
vulnerable members of our community and emphasizing that access to
basic necessities is a fundamental human right. We also raised funds
for the ECS Foundation Dream Builders Fund through a “Break the Rules
Day,” supporting families and students facing significant challenges and
demonstrating our responsibility to care for one another.

Our activities also
reflected the call to
Family, Community,
and Participation and
Solidarity. Acts of
kindness within and
beyond our school
strengthened
relationships and built
community. The
Grade 1 students
baking cookies for the Grade 2s fostered a spirit of care and belonging
among our youngest learners. Students created Valentine’s Day cards
for the children of Thorncliffe School, with some cards thoughtfully
created by our AAC users for their AAC peers, extending friendship,
inclusion, and compassion beyond our own walls.
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Looking ahead, our school choir will sing at a local seniors’ residence,
honoring the dignity of older adults and reminding students that we are
one human family across generations.

Finally, in recognition of Earth

Day, our participation in Capital

City Clean Up reflected our

commitment to Care for God’s

Creation. Students worked

together to clean our

schoolyard and surrounding

areas, learning that

stewardship of the Earth is a

moral responsibility rooted in

our faith. This hands-on

experience encouraged

students to take responsibility

for their environment and to

recognize the connection

between caring for creation and

caring for one another.

Together, these social justice

activities helped our students

grow in empathy, responsibility, and active citizenship, encouraging the
conversion of heart that Catholic Social Teaching calls for and inspiring
them to continue building a more just and loving world.
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ST. KATERI

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, the Kateri school community
actively lived out the call of Catholic Social Teaching by engaging in a
series of social justice initiatives grounded in human dignity, solidarity,
and care for the vulnerable. These collective efforts demonstrated a
growing awareness among students and staff that faith is expressed
through action and service to others.

The year began in September with the Terry Fox Run, reflecting the
dignity of the human person and care for the sick. The entire school
community participated as students ran in memory of Terry Fox or loved
ones who had experienced cancer. Through this effort, $371.20 was
raised to support cancer research, and students learned how
perseverance and compassion contribute to the common good.

Advent became a particularly
meaningful season of service and
generosity. The whole school
participated in a food collection for the
St. Theresa Food Bank, with classes
challenged to bring in the most needed
food items. This initiative strengthened
students’ understanding of option for
the poor and vulnerable while fostering
a spirit of compassion, service, and faith
within the school community. During the
same season, students created and
delivered handmade Christmas cards to
neighbours in the surrounding
community, sharing messages of hope,
joy, and connection.

Intergenerational care and respect for human dignity were highlighted
through cross-grade initiatives. Grade 3 and Grade 6 students
collaborated to create Christmas ornaments that were delivered to the
residents of Churchill Manor, allowing students to recognize the
importance of caring for the elderly and building relationships beyond
the school walls. Grade 3 students also created Christmas artwork for
Hope Mission, reinforcing the message that simple acts of kindness can
bring dignity and joy to those experiencing hardship.
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Joyful giving was further demonstrated through a “Break a Rule Day,”
with proceeds donated to the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation.
Students learned that even lighthearted and playful actions could serve
the common good.

In December, Grade 4 students led a toy and book collection for the
Stollery Children’s Hospital, collecting three garbage bags full of
donations. Inspired by the story “Just Like New” and by a classmate who
shared his own positive experience receiving care at the Stollery,
students developed a deep sense of empathy for children who would be
hospitalized over Christmas. Their desire to bring comfort and joy to
others highlighted a powerful understanding of compassion and
solidarity

In February 2026, the theme of love and kindness was reinforced when
the entire school participated in creating handmade Valentine’s cards
for neighbours in the school community. Students wrote messages of
encouragement and care, learning that genuine love can be shared
through simple, thoughtful actions.

This spirit of service continued into March when Grade 1 students led a
schoolwide stuffed toy donation for the Stollery Children’s Hospital. A
Stuffed Toy Toss held during a St. Patrick’s Day assembly brought joy to
students while supporting children in need.

In April and May, the Grade 3
classes organized a cereal box
collection for the Edmonton Food
Bank. The 365 boxes collected
were used to create a hallway
maze before being knocked down
like dominos and delivered to the
food bank. This initiative
reinforced collective responsibility,
creativity, and care for those
experiencing food insecurity.

Together, these initiatives formed a meaningful year of faith in action, as
students and staff lived the Gospel through compassion, generosity, and
a commitment to justice for all.



ST. LEO

St. Leo School was actively engaged in a number of Social Justice
Projects throughout the year, with a strong emphasis on living out the
Catholic Social Teachings of solidarity, care for the vulnerable, dignity of
the human person, and preferential option for those who are sick and in
need.

We started the year by participating in the Terry Fox Run around our
school field, raising $200 in support of cancer research.

One of the most significant initiatives was
a school-wide fundraising campaign in
support of the Ben Stelter Fund, an
organization that assists children and
families affected by pediatric cancer. This
initiative held deep meaning within the
school community due to a personal
connection that helped bring awareness
to the cause. Over the course of a week,
students, staff, and families in our
community demonstrated exceptional
generosity and compassion, raising a
total of $2,818.05. The campaign
fostered a strong sense of solidarity as
the school community came together to
support children experiencing serious
illness. Through themed days and shared
participation, students learned about
empathy, generosity, and the importance
of supporting others during difficult
times. The experience highlighted the Catholic teaching of caring for the
sick and vulnerable, encouraging students to recognize their role in
building a more compassionate world.

In addition to this major fundraiser, the school community also
supported the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation through a school
bake sale held in March. All items were offered at a low cost, and all
proceeds were directed toward supporting broader educational and
community initiatives. This event reinforced the value of stewardship
and the responsible use of resources for the common good, while also
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emphasizing generosity and service to others within the wider Catholic
school system.

The school also extended its
commitment to community
connection and belonging through
music and outreach. The school
choir visited a local community
centre, where students shared their
gifts through song. This experience
reflected the Catholic Social
Teaching of community and
participation, as students used
their talents to bring joy and
connection to others, particularly
seniors and members of the
broader community.

During the Christmas season, students further demonstrated outreach
and compassion by creating and distributing handmade Christmas cards
within the local community. This simple yet meaningful act of kindness
upheld the values of dignity, joy, and presence while reminding students
of the importance of bringing light and hope to others, especially during
difficult times.

During Earth Week, students participated in a school and community
clean-up initiative, demonstrating care for creation and responsibility for
the environment. This experience helped students understand their role
as stewards of the Earth and highlighted the importance of protecting
shared spaces for the common good.

Collectively, these initiatives reflected a strong commitment to living out
Catholic values in action. Students and staff demonstrated growth in
understanding social responsibility, empathy, and the importance of
service. Through these lived experiences, the school community
deepened its commitment to faith in action, recognizing that small acts
of kindness and collective efforts can make a meaningful difference in
others' lives.



ST. LUCY

Throughout the 2025-26 school year, the St. Lucy school community
participated in a variety of social justice initiatives that reflected the
principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Guided by the belief in the dignity
of every person and the responsibility to serve the common good,
students and staff actively engaged in projects that promoted
compassion, stewardship, and care for those in need. These
experiences encouraged students to live out their faith through service
and social responsibility.

One key principle explored throughout the year was the Preferential
Option for the Poor, which emphasizes the moral responsibility to
support those who are vulnerable or experiencing poverty. This belief
guided the school’s annual food and cereal box drives. Staff and
students collected non-perishable food items and cereal boxes to
support families within the St. Lucy community, St. Charles Church, and
breakfast programs at other Catholic schools. Through these initiatives,
students developed empathy and a greater understanding of their
responsibility to care for others.

In addition, the school raised $1,314.20 through its “Break a Rule Day”
initiative, with proceeds donated to the ECS Foundation Dreams for Kids
Fund. This initiative provided students with another meaningful
opportunity to put their faith into action by supporting children and
families in need through service and compassion.

The Catholic Social Teaching principle of
Solidarity was also demonstrated through
several projects throughout the school
year. Solidarity reminds us that we are
interconnected and responsible for
supporting one another, especially those
experiencing hardship.

One example was the Grade 3 Sock Drive
for the Bissell Centre. Students and staff
collected over 2,274 pairs of socks for
individuals in need during the winter
months. This initiative helped students
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recognize how small acts of kindness can make a meaningful difference
in the lives of others.

Another example was the Grade 2 chip sale fundraiser in support of the
Kipnes Centre for Veterans. Each Friday over several months, students
organized chip sales to raise money for needed items for residents at
the centre. This project gave students the opportunity to actively serve
others while contributing positively to their community.

The Grade 5 Ben Stelter social justice
project also reflected solidarity in action.
Students sold candy canes throughout
December to raise money for the charity,
demonstrating compassion and support
for families facing challenges.

Staff members also demonstrated
solidarity through their “Grace for the
Heart and Soul” afternoon at the Kipnes
Centre. Staff spent time assisting
residents to a music presentation while
also engaging in conversation and
companionship. This experience
highlighted the importance of human connection, dignity, and belonging.

Throughout the year, these social justice initiatives provided meaningful
opportunities for students to live out the Gospel message through
service, compassion, and care for others. More than acts of charity,
these projects reflected important Catholic Social Teaching principles,
including human dignity, solidarity, the common good, and the
preferential option for the poor. Students strengthened their
understanding that faith is demonstrated not only through belief, but
through action and service to others.

The St. Lucy school community accomplished a great deal through its
social justice efforts this year. Students and staff took pride in
supporting various community initiatives while deepening their
understanding of the Catholic call to serve others with empathy, respect,
and compassion. These experiences fostered a stronger sense of
community and encouraged students to become active, faith-filled
citizens committed to promoting justice and human dignity.
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ST. MARIA GORETTI

Throughout the year at St. Maria Goretti, our school community came
together in meaningful ways to live out the values of Catholic Social
Teaching, weaving faith and action into each act of service. One of the
most significant moments was our participation in the Terry Fox Run.
Celebrating 20 years of commitment, we proudly received a banner
recognizing our dedication. Raising $289.20, we embraced the call to
the dignity of the human person and care for the vulnerable, standing in
solidarity with those affected by cancer and supporting the search for
healing and hope.

During the Christmas season, our focus turned toward compassion and
stewardship. Students and staff collected supplies for the Hope Lives
Here Animal Rescue, demonstrating care for God’s creation and
recognizing our responsibility toward all living beings. At the same time,
students and families created Christmas cards and ornaments for
parishioners at St. John Bosco Church. These small but heartfelt
gestures reflected the spirit of community, and participation, nurturing
connections and spreading joy among others.

In a celebration of generosity and fellowship, a local law firm provided a

Christmas dinner for our students, reminding us of the importance of
solidarity—standing together and
supporting one another as one
human family.

Mental health was another key
priority this year. On Hats On for
Mental Health Day, students paid
$2 to wear hats, raising $157 for
the ECS Foundation. This initiative
highlighted the dignity of the
human person and the importance
of caring for emotional and mental
well-being, reinforcing that every
individual deserves respect,
understanding, and support.

Our outreach extended to the
Kaleo Collective, where staff wrote
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encouraging messages and assembled care packages for single
mothers. This act embodied the principles of preferential option for the
poor and vulnerable and compassion, reminding us to uplift those who
may be facing challenges with kindness and empathy.

Looking ahead, our
upcoming school-wide
book sale will continue
this spirit of giving, with
proceeds again supporting
the ECS Foundation.
Throughout the year,
additional fundraising
efforts, including raffle
baskets, hot dog sales,
bake sales, and freezie
sales brought our
community together in
support of our Grade 6 students. Raising $2000 so far, these efforts
reflect community and participation, ensuring that all students can
share in meaningful experiences like their camp day and farewell
celebration.

In all these activities, SMG has exemplified what it means to live out our
faith in action—serving others, building community, and striving for
justice with compassion and purpose.



ST. MARK

It was another successful year of growing in Catholic Social Teaching
and valuable learning for staff and students at St. Mark. Throughout the
year, we focused on thinking of others and how we can best assist those
most in need. Our school community, once again, showed gratitude to
God and gained perspective and reminders of how fortunate we are to
enjoy the many gifts God has given to all of us.

St. Mark’s special school
community set out on
their social justice journey
in October of 2025 with
our annual Terry Fox run
for cancer research. It was
a great success with all
our kids and staff
participating as best they
could by running and/or
walking around our
school. It has been a long
standing tradition for

St. Mark to take part in this annual event to show that solidarity is our

call from God to assist others in need. Funds were raised and a donation

was made on St. Mark’s behalf to the Terry Fox Cancer Foundation.

Our social justice journey continued in November/December of 2025
and February of 2026, when students and staff directed their focus on
three other key social justice initiatives in our school. These were all
focused on caring for people who are poor and vulnerable and
reminding everyone that each person is sacred. First was our annual

St. Mark Hampers of Love which is a school wide food drive where we
gather large amounts of food and provide hampers to our families most
in need prior to our Christmas break. All staff and students are involved
in this process of filling our hampers. Staff delivered the hampers or
families picked them up prior to our break. This created joy, happiness
and allowed nourishment for several of our families who struggle
financially and require some assistance from those who are able.
Second was our Christmas Candy Gram sales which are hand crafted
cards which students and staff purchase to send to others prior to our
Christmas break. Students take care in the creation of these to ensure a
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personal touch and to spread around positivity and love in our school
community. Funds raised for these initiatives were donated to Catholic
Social Services/Sign of Hope and Edmonton Catholic Schools
Foundation/Dreams for Kids. Of note, St. Mark also held their
Valentine’s Candy Gram sales in February of 2026 with the same details
for this second time around.

Along with our focus on
prior themes of Catholic
Social Teachings, with our
last and largest social
justice initiative, we really
focused on understanding
human dignity and how
we all have the duty to
ensure everyone has this
basic human right.
Throughout the build up
to Carnival for a Cause in
May of 2026, students and staff were often reminded how important it
is to show care for others and focus on the inherent worth of every
person made in God’s image. The purpose of our annual Carnival for a
Cause is three-fold- create community amongst our kids, produce joy in
our school and raise funds for those most in need. Our mission was
accomplished with great success as we raised a record amount of funds
as a St. Mark team. Once again, funds raised for these initiatives were
donated to Catholic Social Services/Sign of Hope and Edmonton
Catholic Schools Foundation/Dreams for Kids.

The teachings of care for creation were not forgotten in our school with
our regular yard cleanup by PE classes and the recycling/reuse
initiatives in our school during breakfast, regular lunch and hot lunch.
The reuse of utensils and bowls as well as our containers from hot
lunch, teach students and staff to minimize our carbon footprint as best
we can.

Students, staff and parents of St. Mark look forward to working together

in solidarity on our 2026-27 social justice initiatives. We look forward to

continuing long standing traditions to reinforce the need and importance
to take care of others as Jesus taught us in Scripture.



ST. MARTHA

At St. Martha, the school community engaged in a series of Social
Justice initiatives rooted in Catholic Social Teaching, particularly the call
to dignity of the human person, care for the poor and vulnerable,
solidarity, and stewardship of God’s creation. Through prayerful action
and service, students and staff were invited to live out their faith in
meaningful ways.

The year began with an intentional focus on serving those experiencing
material need. In December, students participated in the Christmas
Hamper initiative, where each class contributed specific food and
household items. These collective efforts resulted in the creation of 10
hampers! Students demonstrated a great amount of generosity while
offering families in need support and hope during the Advent season.

Before Christmas Break, students had a school-wide movie day that
included a hot chocolate and Rice Krispy treat fundraiser. Students
contributed small monetary donations, and a total of $67 was raised for
the Dream Builders Challenge. This initiative helped students recognize
how even small acts of generosity,
when combined as a community,
could make a meaningful difference.

At the end of January, the school
community came together for the
annual St. Martha Family Dance. The
event raised $315.50 in support of
the ECS Foundation. All efforts were
made possible with the help of the
Parent Council who worked hard at
bringing families together for this fun-
filled event!

Throughout the season of Lent,

students participated in the Cozy
Collection Project, donating new or gently used items such as toques,
mittens, scarves, and socks. These items were taken to the Marian
Centre. Through this Lenten Project, students learned about the
importance of compassion, empathy, and caring for those most
vulnerable in our city, especially during the cold winter months.
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As part of Grace for the Heart and Soul, staff spent time at Laurier
House Lynnwood Care Facility, sharing an afternoon of coffee, board
games and conversation with residents. This impactful experience
highlighted the importance of nurturing community across generations.

For this year’s Earth Day, students
participated in a school-yard clean-up,
collecting garbage from the
surrounding fields and park spaces.
Students were excited to get some
fresh air while taking responsibility for
caring for the world God has created!

Together, these initiatives formed a
year-long journey of faith in action,
helping students and staff at

St. Martha school grow in awareness,
compassion, and responsibility as
members of their communities, and as
children of God.



ST. MARTIN

Throughout the school year, the students and staff of St. Martin Catholic
School demonstrated their commitment to Catholic social teaching
through a variety of service initiatives focused on compassion,
stewardship, human dignity, and care for others. These experiences
encouraged students to recognize their responsibility to serve those in
need while strengthening their understanding that faith is lived through
action and kindness.

The school community began the year with the Warm Heads, Full Hearts
initiative. Students could purchase a limited-edition St. Martin toque or
donate a cereal box to support families experiencing food insecurity. The
entire school participated enthusiastically, raising approximately $600
and collecting more than 70 cereal boxes. All donations were presented
to Anne Fitzgerald Catholic School in support of their breakfast program.
Through this initiative, students learned the importance of ensuring all
children have access to nutritious food and experienced how generosity
can positively impact others.

Students and staff also supported Bridge of Hope through the
Backpacks of Hope campaign. The school community collected supplies
and assembled fully stocked backpacks for children in need during the
summer months. Grade 4 students contributed creatively by designing
3D-printed fidgets for raffle prizes and candy jar draws. Students
purchased raffle tickets and made donations, while classrooms were
challenged to complete five backpacks per homeroom. In total, the
school raised just over $1,200, which was used to complete partially
filled backpacks, with the remaining funds donated directly to Bridge of
Hope. Altogether, 50 fully stocked backpacks were donated. This
initiative strengthened students’ understanding of compassion and
caring for vulnerable members of society.

The school community also came together for a whole-school bake sale
in support of the Ben Stelter Foundation. Families and students
generously contributed baked goods, helping raise $1,231.25. Students
learned the importance of supporting children and families facing
serious illness and how communities can provide hope and
encouragement.
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During the winter season, students participated in the Tree of Warmth:
Winter Clothing Drive. The entire school collected multiple bags of winter
clothing donations that were shared with families in need within the
local community. This initiative reinforced the Catholic call to care for
others with dignity and compassion.

Students also demonstrated support for children receiving medical care
by participating in the Wear Purple and Bring a Toonie for the Stollery
campaign in support of the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation. Over
the course of a two-day fundraiser, students raised $100 while learning
about the importance of helping others facing health challenges.

In the spring, the school community participated in the annual Terry Fox
Run in support of the Terry Fox Foundation. Students ran around the
school yard while raising more than $800 for cancer research. Students
reflected on Terry Fox's courage, perseverance, and commitment to
helping others.

Students also explored stewardship through Earth Day activities by
creating pictures and messages for neighbours surrounding the school
and participating in a school yard cleanup initiative. Finally, the school
participated in the annual Smile Cookie Campaign, raising $310 for the
Edmonton Police Foundation to support youth programs and provide
school supplies for students in need.

Through these initiatives, students and staff deepened their
understanding of Catholic social teaching by putting faith into action and
working together to build a compassionate and caring community.



ST. MARY

At St. Mary Elementary, social justice is at the heart of who we are.
Guided by our Catholic faith and the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching, our students and staff strive to live out their faith each day
through acts of kindness, service, and community involvement.
Throughout the year, we've come together in meaningful ways to show
compassion, promote fairness, and care for one another.

We believe everyone belongs and
that strong communities grow when
all voices are heard. Events like the
Terry Fox Run brought our school
together to support cancer research
and celebrate the power of working
as one. Some of our students also
took part in the No Stone Left Alone
ceremony, placing poppies at
veterans’ graves to honor their
service and sacrifice. We were also
grateful to welcome The Honourable
Laurie Hawn, who spoke to our
students about Canada’s role in
international missions.

Caring for the Earth is an important part of our faith. Our students took
part in a schoolyard clean-up, learning about sustainability while helping
keep our environment beautiful. These moments encouraged us to
reflect on how even small actions can make a big difference in caring for
God’s creation and for each other.

Helping those in need is something our St. Mary community truly
embraces. Students participated in a food drive supporting the local
food bank at St. Thomas More Parish, as well as donating snacks to
schools in need. During Lent, students came together to make 150
sandwiches for people experiencing hunger in Edmonton. This hands-on
act of giving was a powerful way for students to show care and
compassion.
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We are committed to learning from and standing with others. In
September, we recognized Orange Shirt Day as part of our journey
toward Truth and Reconciliation, including meaningful classroom
discussions and a special workshop with award-winning Hoop Dancer
Dallas Arcand. At Christmas, students wrote prayers and gave donations
to support the ECS Foundation. Throughout the year, we also celebrated
the contributions of the Black community in February and honored the
impact of women in March. Asian culture and our patron saint, St. Mary
were honoured in May.

At St. Mary, we believe every person
is valued and deserving of
kindness. Students created
heartfelt cards and letters for
members of our local community to
remind them they are seen and
appreciated. Our “Art from the
Heart” project invited students to
share their creativity by placing
artwork on the school fence for
neighbors to take home, a small gift
to brighten someone’s day. In
February, students also purchased
and shared joy through Kindness-
Grams, with proceeds going toward
Bissell Centre, Zebra Society and
Youth Advocacy Centre. Together,
these experiences have helped us grow as a community of “People of
Hope.” Through both big and small acts, St. Mary Elementary continues
to nurture hope, joy, and peace within our school and beyond.



ST. MATTHEW

Community, and Participation.

During the 2025-2026
school year, students
and staff at

St. Matthew Catholic
Elementary School
focused on acts of
service to guide our
social justice work.
Centered around
Catholic Social
Teaching, we focused
on the Life and Dignity
of the Human Person
and Call to Family,

We began the year learning about Terry Fox and his legacy working for
cancer care, research and support. Our students participated in a Terry
Fox Run in September raising over $500 for the Terry Fox Foundation. In
December, St. Matthew students created beautiful Christmas cards with
artwork and messages of faith and hope for residents at St. Michael's
Extended Care Facility. In January, our students brought hope, joy and
peace to the residents at St. Michael's Extended Care facility by singing
English and Ukrainian Christmas carols. Our teaching staff gathered as a
community during Lent to serve the outreach program at the Sacred

Heart Church of the
First Peoples. Staff
engaged in preparing
meals for the
community and
cleaning the church. It
was a wonderful day of
learning about services
the outreach programs
offer as well as giving
back to those in and
around our local
community.
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ST. NICHOLAS

From January to June, the Social Justice CTF program engaged
approximately 25 students in Grades 7-9 in faith-based service learning
grounded in the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Meeting every
Thursday, the program used a small-group model to provide students
with meaningful opportunities to live out Gospel values through service,
leadership, prayer, and reflection.

A central focus of the program was the
dignity of the human person. Students
volunteered at the Edmonton Food
Bank, supporting families experiencing
food insecurity through sorting and
packing food hampers. Engagement
with the Beverly Seniors Centre
reinforced respect and care for older
adults, emphasizing the importance of
presence, compassion, and
intergenerational relationships. These
experiences helped students recognize
the inherent dignity of every individual.

The principles of solidarity and the common good were emphasized
through partnerships with local organizations. At the Abbotsfield Youth
Project, a volunteer-run program supporting local youth, students
witnessed how community engagement fosters belonging and hope.
Visits to the Edmonton Humane Society highlighted stewardship and
responsibility, encouraging students to reflect on their role in caring for
God’s creation and contributing to a healthy community.

Faith formation and prayer were intentionally integrated into the
program. During Lent, the “Joys of Lent” group gathered regularly for
prayer, decorated the school with Lenten imagery, and shared saint and
biblical quotes to support spiritual reflection. In addition, each student in
the school was assigned classmates to pray for throughout Lent,
fostering a culture of care, compassion, and communal prayer. These
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practices reinforced the understanding of service as rooted in faith and
love of neighbour.

Student leadership initiatives reflected a strong commitment to the
preferential option for the poor. In December, a Student Leadership
Team of 17 students organized a hot chocolate sale and candygram
fundraiser to support a toiletry drive for individuals experiencing
houselessness. The funds raised enabled students to assemble nearly
50 toiletry kits during Wellness Day in January, affirming respect for
human dignity and compassion in action.

The Science Academy
contributed to social justice
through initiatives addressing
food security, environmental
stewardship, and participation.
In September, students
harvested produce from the
school garden for distribution
to families in need. Through
the Pollinator Project, students
researched native plants,
created educational materials,
and selected pollinator-friendly
vegetation, demonstrating care
for God’s creation. In
November, Science Academy students mentored Grade 6 students from
St. Bernadette School through science and robotics activities, modeling
leadership and service.

The CTF Soccer Leadership program further exemplified participation
and service. Soccer academy athletes coached elementary students and
helped establish a girls’ soccer program at St. Nicholas School,
supporting students who had not previously had access to the sport.
This initiative promoted inclusion, confidence, and leadership through
service.

Through sustained service, prayer, leadership, and reflection, students
were guided to live out Catholic Social Teaching in practical and
meaningful ways. The Social Justice CTF program fostered spiritual
growth, social responsibility, and a commitment to building a just,
compassionate, and faith-filled community.



ST. OSCAR ROMERO

At St. Oscar Romero High School, our approach to social justice begins
with the witness and words of our patron saint, St. Oscar Romero, who
challenged us to “Aspire to be more and not to have more.” Throughout
the school year, our school community worked to live out this call
through service, compassion, and faith in action. Rooted in Catholic
Social Teaching and inspired by the Gospel, students and staff were
reminded that social justice is not simply a campaign or event, but a way
of life that calls us to recognize Christ in one another, especially in those
who are vulnerable or in need.

Catholic Social Teaching begins with the belief in the life and dignity of
every human person. Our year began with the Terry Fox Run, where
dozens of students and staff participated and raised several hundred
dollars for the Terry Fox Foundation. More than a fundraiser, it became a
reminder that communities can come together in support of hope,
perseverance, and human dignity. Our school community also
participated in Truth and Reconciliation Week and Prayer Week, taking
time to remember the victims and survivors of Residential Schools and
reflect on the ongoing journey toward healing and reconciliation.

Our call to family and
community was especially
visible during Advent
through our annual 9 Days
of Giving campaign. Over
nine days, students and
staff donated hundreds of
toys, toiletries, clothing
items, and essential
supplies in support of the
Mustard Seed. Members of
the Social Justice Team
personally delivered these
donations and toured the warehouse, witnessing firsthand the impact
that generosity can have within our city.

This year also marked a significant milestone with the launch of our first-
ever Romero Day of Service as part of our three-year Social Justice Plan.
Rooted in the Catholic call to place the needs of the poor and vulnerable
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first, students volunteered throughout Edmonton at organizations
including the Edmonton Food Bank, Marian Centre, Capital Care
Lynnwood, Kids Kottage Foundation, Good Shepherd Church, Central
Lions Association, Salvation Army, Meals on Wheels, YOUCAN Youth
Services, and St. Martha Elementary School. Through these experiences,
students encountered the importance of serving others and putting faith
into action.

Students who remained in the
school also contributed through
meaningful initiatives including
decorating Meals on Wheels
bags, preparing over 400
sandwiches for the Marian
Centre, writing cards to military
members and seniors, creating
prayer cards and bookmarks,
and assisting with school
beautification. These
opportunities reinforced that
everyone has gifts and
responsibilities that can
positively impact others.

During Lent, our Hearts for Hunger campaign continued in support of the
Saint Vincent de Paul Good Shepherd Conference, reminding students
that solidarity means not only recognizing the needs of others but
standing alongside them with compassion and action.

Our commitment to care for God’s creation was also demonstrated in
the spring through our school cleanup initiative in partnership with the
City of Edmonton. More than 150 students participated and collected
over 200 bags of garbage around the school and surrounding
community.

Throughout the year, St. Oscar Romero High School continued to be a
living witness to the values St. Oscar Romero championed: justice,
peace, and a deep love for those on the margins. Our community was
reminded that social justice is not something we do occasionally, it is
something we live each day as followers of Christ.



ST. PAUL

St. Paul School’s commitment to social justice is deeply rooted in the
teachings of the Catholic faith and guided by the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching. Throughout the year, our students and staff
intentionally engaged in acts of service and compassion that reflect the
inherent dignity of every human person, our call to community and
participation, and our responsibility to care for others and for God’s
creation. These experiences not only supported those in need but also
helped form our students as empathetic, faith-filled leaders who
recognize their role in building a more just and loving world.

At the beginning of the school year, St. Paul students participated in the
Terry Fox Run and our “Toonies for Terry” campaign. Through learning
about Terry Fox’s legacy of perseverance, courage, and selflessness,
students came to understand the dignity of the human person and the
importance of solidarity in supporting those facing illness. Our school
community raised $500, demonstrating a shared commitment to the
common good and to supporting cancer research that benefits people
across Canada and beyond.

During the Advent season, a
time of preparation and giving,
St. Paul School lived out the call
to family, community, and
participation through our “Boxes
of Hope” initiative. Students
collected non-perishable food
items, mitts, and toques for
ECSD’s Centre for Diverse
Learners, supporting individuals
and families within our division.
This initiative reflected the
preferential option for the poor, reminding students of their
responsibility to care for those most in need. In addition, students
created heartfelt Christmas cards that were delivered to homes in our
community and to Pilgrims Hospice. These small but meaningful
gestures emphasized dignity, compassion, and solidarity, ensuring that
others felt remembered and valued during the Christmas season.
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In the winter months, our Kindergarten class demonstrated remarkable
leadership and initiative. Inspired by a classmate, they organized a toy
drive to support children at the Stollery Children’s Hospital. The students
created posters, shared their message with older grades, and helped
organize donations to fill a “treasure chest” for young patients. This act
beautifully embodied the dignity of the human person and the call to
serve others, regardless of age. One of our Kindergarten students,
Maverick, proudly delivered the donations with his family, reinforcing the
connection between school, family, and community in living out acts of
kindness and care.

Throughout the Lenten season, St. Paul School focused on sacrifice,
generosity, and service through a cereal drive in support of the breakfast
program at St. Francis of Assisi School. Our community collected and
delivered over 200 boxes of cereal, helping ensure that students in
another school have access to nutritious food each day. This initiative
reflected both the preferential option for the poor and the rights and
responsibilities we share in caring for one another. It also highlighted

the dignity of work and the importance of supporting efforts that uphold
the well-being of all members of our wider community.

During Earth Day week in the spring,
St. Paul School further demonstrated its
commitment to caring for God’s creation
through a school-wide yard clean-up.
Buddy classes worked together to care
for our shared environment, fostering
collaboration between older and younger
students while reinforcing the
importance of stewardship. This initiative
highlighted our responsibility to protect
and respect the Earth as a gift from God,
connecting directly to the principle of
care for God’s creation. Students took
pride in maintaining a clean and
welcoming school space, learning that even small, collective actions can
contribute to the well-being of our environment and the broader
community.

Throughout all of these initiatives, St. Paul School has demonstrated a
strong commitment to living out Catholic Social Teaching in meaningful
and tangible ways. By fostering opportunities for students to serve
others and advocate for those in need.



ST. PHILIP

Over the course of the 2025-2026 school year, the school community
engaged in a variety of Social Justice initiatives that reflected key
principles of Catholic Social Teaching, including the dignity of the human
person, solidarity, the option for the poor and vulnerable, community
participation, and care for God’s creation.

The year began with a focus on solidarity and respect for life through the
Terry Fox Run, where students and staff raised $373.95 in support of
cancer research. This initiative encouraged students to reflect on the
value of each human life and the importance of working together to
support those facing iliness.

In October, the school community responded to the needs of others
through a Thanksgiving Food Bank collection, donating two boxes of
food items to St. Matthew Parish Food Bank and St. Francis of Assisi
School. This effort reinforced students’ understanding of their
responsibility to support those who are most vulnerable.

During Advent,
students and staff
intentionally focused
on themes of
generosity and
community. A variety
of initiatives
supported the
Edmonton Catholic
Schools Foundation

Dreams for Kids Fund.

Members of the

SPARK team led a hot

chocolate and cookie
sale during the Demonstration of Learning, raising $147.25. A staff-led
social justice initiative included a food bank collection, which gathered
two boxes of non-perishable goods for St. Matthew Parish, as well as a
Christmas tree decorating activity that raised an additional $35.05 for
the same foundation.
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The Christmas concert further strengthened this spirit of giving, as
families contributed $292.70 in coin donations, along with $718.45
raised through front row seating and reserved parking opportunities.
Altogether, Advent fundraising efforts generated $1,193.45 for the
Dreams for Kids Fund. Through these experiences, students came to
understand the importance of ensuring equitable access to
opportunities and supporting the well-being of others in their
community.

During Lent, the focus shifted to
direct service through the creation of
approximately 30 “Blessing Bags” for
The Mustard Seed. These care
packages included essential hygiene
items and messages of
encouragement, helping students
live out the call to serve others with
dignity and compassion.

In the spring, the school collaborated
with Cardinal Leger School during the
“Grace for the Heart and Soul” event,
collecting several large boxes of baby
items for Basically Babies. This
initiative highlighted the importance
of supporting families and
strengthening community connections. Additionally, students
demonstrated care for God’s creation by participating in a school-wide
yard clean-up, collecting over 20 bags of garbage and reflecting on their
role as stewards of the Earth.

Throughout the year, faith-based activities led by the GLOW team, such
as a living rosary further grounded students’ understanding of social
justice in prayer and reflection. Overall, students developed a deeper
awareness that living out Catholic Social Teaching means acting with
compassion, promoting human dignity, and working toward a just and
caring world.



ST. PIUS X

At St. Pius X, the school community consistently brought Catholic Social
Teaching to life through a series of meaningful social justice initiatives
rooted in human dignity, solidarity, and care for the common good.

The year began with the annual Terry Fox Run, a cherished tradition that
highlighted the dignity and perseverance of every human life. Through
the “Toonies for Terry” campaign, students collectively raised $300 in
support of cancer research, learning about Terry Fox’s legacy as an
example of hope, courage, and a commitment to the well-being of
others.

In November, the focus shifted to small, intentional actions as students
participated in a “Small Acts of Kindness” challenge, fostering a spirit of
compassion and respect in their daily interactions. This emphasis on
kindness continued into December, when the community raised $609
for the Ben Stelter Foundation through festive candy cane sales.
Ornaments were also shared with all staff and students, reinforcing a
sense of unity and care during the Advent season.

January brought a
moment of simple
joy and hospitality
as students
celebrated National
Hot Chocolate Day
together,
strengthening
relationships and a
sense of belonging
within the school. In
February, the
community
supported the ECS
Foundation Dreams
for Kids Fund through rose and bracelet sales, promoting inclusion and
supporting children with diverse needs. Students also extended their
compassion beyond the school by writing heartfelt letters to shelter
workers, expressing gratitude for their tireless service to individuals
experiencing homelessness.
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The year culminated in April with an energetic dodgeball and skittleball
tournament alongside ice cream sales, raising funds for the ECS
Foundation. Through these efforts, students demonstrated a
commitment to stewardship, generosity, and community responsibility.

Together, these initiatives reflected a cohesive journey of faith in action,
as the St. Pius X community embraced opportunities to serve others,
uplift the vulnerable, and live out the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching in both word and deed.



ST. RICHARD

Throughout the school year, students and staff engaged in a variety of
social justice initiatives rooted in the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching, with a particular focus on the dignity of the human person,
care for God’s creation, solidarity, and service to those most in need.
These projects were intentionally designed to help students understand
their responsibility to act with compassion and to recognize how small
actions can contribute to meaningful change.

Early in the year, the school community
participated in the Terry Fox Run in
support of cancer research, raising
funds for the Terry Fox Foundation.
Through this experience, students
reflected on perseverance, sacrifice,
and the importance of supporting
those who are suffering from illness.
This initiative has a deep personal
connection for many students and staff
who have had family or friends touched
by cancer.

In December a Movie Day fundraiser was held in support of the ECS
Foundation, raising over $300. This initiative was a meaningful
opportunity for St. Richard School to give back to an organization that
has been instrumental in supporting families within our school
community, reflecting a shared commitment to compassion, generosity,
and care for one another.

In February and March students also took part in a Jump Rope for Heart
event in support of the Heart and Stroke Foundation. In addition to
raising over $2,000 for this cause, this initiative emphasized
stewardship of one’s own health and responsibility for the well-being of
others. Students learned that caring for the body is a way of respecting
the gift of life, while supporting research reflects solidarity with those
impacted by heart disease and stroke.
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The school also engaged in a
neighbourhood clean-up,
reinforcing the Catholic call
to care for creation. Students
worked together to collect
garbage and debris in the
surrounding area, learning
that environmental
stewardship is an essential
part of living out their faith.
As a Green STEM school this
yearly activity reminds us of
the importance of protecting the environment and in doing so supports
the health, dignity, and future of all people.

In keeping with the theme of respecting the dignity of every person, all
classes took turns visiting a local senior citizen housing centre. Through
conversation, games, and shared activities, students learned the value
of presence, listening, and building relationships across generations.
This experience deepened their understanding of compassion and
respect for those who may experience loneliness or isolation.

Together, these social justice initiatives helped students grow in their
understanding of faith in action. Through service, reflection, and
community involvement, students strengthened their awareness of
global and local needs and were encouraged to live out Gospel values in
meaningful and practical ways.



ST. ROSE

Over the course of the year, the school community lived out the
principles of Catholic Social Teaching through initiatives rooted in
human dignity, solidarity, stewardship, and the preferential option for
the poor. Students and staff engaged in meaningful opportunities to
serve others while deepening their understanding of justice, empathy,
and responsibility.

In response to the call to care for those in need, the school organized a
cereal drive in support of St. Benedict, collecting 206 boxes of cereal for
families experiencing food insecurity. This commitment continued during
Advent through the preparation of fifteen Christmas hampers for

St. Nicholas, each providing meals over the Christmas break and gifts
for children, reinforcing compassion and care for others.

Students also supported the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation by
raising $1,286 for the Hungry Kids Program through Taste of STR, a
celebration of the heritage and diversity within the school community
through the sharing of culture and food. This initiative promoted
inclusion, community, and appreciation for the many cultures
represented within the school. An Asian Heritage Family Movie Night
further fostered belonging and cultural appreciation among families.

The school also demonstrated a commitment to hope and the dignity of

life through participation in the Terry Fox Run. Through “Toonies for

Terry,” $1,256 was raised in support of the Terry Fox Foundation,

contributing to cancer research and honouring a legacy of perseverance
and service.

Education remained
central to promoting
justice. Through the work
of the Solidarity Club,
students engaged in
learning focused on
perspective-taking,
allyship, and social
responsibility. This was
especially evident during
the observance of National
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Day for Truth and Reconciliation, where students honoured children lost
to residential schools by creating a birch tree installation displaying their
names, fostering reflection and awareness.

The school also participated in the Moose Hide Campaign, engaging
students in conversations about healthy relationships and their role in
ending violence against women and children and continuing our journey
and commitment to truth and reconciliation.

Together, these initiatives reflected a school culture grounded in faith in
action, where students were empowered to live out Gospel values
through compassion, justice, and care for others.



ST. STANISLAUS

This year, St. Stanislaus placed a strong and intentional focus on
making meaningful contributions to social justice initiatives, with many
projects proudly initiated and led by our elementary students. Their
compassion, creativity, and leadership shaped a school year rooted in
acts of service.

Our efforts began in the fall with two food collection campaigns in
partnership with St. Thomas More Parish, supporting the St. Vincent de
Paul Food Pantry. Students organized, promoted, and delivered
donations, demonstrating both responsibility and empathy for families
experiencing food insecurity.

As we moved into the Christmas season, student leadership teams
coordinated several impactful initiatives. Coats for Kids helped ensure
children in the greater Edmonton community stayed warm through the
winter. Our “Sing for Socks” campaign transformed admission to the
Christmas concert into an act of generosity, with each ticket
“purchased” by donating a pair of socks for the Mustard Seed. Students
also assembled Christmas hampers for families in need, bringing joy to
households during the holiday season.

In the spring, our school-wide
"Kindness Express" came to life!
Each class partnered with a
buddy class to spread kindness
throughout the community in
heartfelt ways. For example, our
Grade 4 students contributed in
a particularly meaningful way by
writing heartfelt letters to the
residents of St. Joseph’s
Auxiliary Hospital, offering
encouragement, connection,
and support for their well-being
and mental health. Their words
brought comfort and reminded
residents that they are valued members of our wider community.
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Other classes engaged in a schoolyard clean up, worked to reduce paper
usage, and strengthened recycling and re-use habits, demonstrating a
growing understanding of environmental stewardship. Our Grade 2
students also wrote personal letters to neighbours and delivered them
during a community walk, taking time along the way to appreciate the
beauty of creation. Collections of socks and cereal were donated to
other schools within the Edmonton Catholic School Division.

Throughout the year, our
students showed that social
justice is not just a project
but a way of living our faith.
Their actions, big and small,
reflect a school community
committed to its mission to
provide a French immersion
Catholic education that
inspires students to learn
and be faith-filled,
compassionate leaders.



ST. TERESA

Escuela St. Teresa School continues to live out the Gospel message
through meaningful acts of service, compassion, and community
engagement rooted deeply in Catholic Social Teaching. Inspired by our
patron saint, Saint Teresa of Avila, our students and staff are called to
recognize Christ in others, serve with humility, and act courageously in
love and justice. St. Teresa reminded us that “Christ has no body now
but yours,” and throughout the school year, our community embraced
this call by becoming the hands and feet of Christ in Edmonton and
beyond.

The Catholic Social Teaching of Life and
Dignity of the Human Person was
reflected in our monthly Kindness
Creations project. Each class designed
meaningful tokens of encouragement
and care that were handcrafted by
students throughout the school and
personally delivered to homes and
businesses in the community. The many
letters, cards, emails, and phone calls
received in response demonstrated how
simple acts of kindness can uplift others
and remind them that they are valued
and loved.

Our school community embodied the teaching of the Call to Family,
Community, and Participation by working together to support others. The
Mercado Estudantil brought students, staff, and families together in
celebration while raising funds for important charitable causes. The
Math-a-thon united learners in a shared goal of using their talents to
make a positive difference through donations to the ECS Foundation.
These initiatives taught students the importance of participating in
community life and contributing to the common good.

The teaching of Rights and Responsibilities was demonstrated during
the Fall and Spring food drives supporting the St. Thomas More Parish
Food Bank. Students recognized their responsibility to care for those
facing food insecurity and learned that all people deserve access to
basic needs, dignity, and support.
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Escuela St. Teresa also strongly lived
out the Option for the Poor and
Vulnerable through initiatives
supporting those experiencing
hardship. Through the Grace for the
Heart and Soul project, staff gathered
urgently needed items and
assembled Bags of Hope for
individuals served by Hope Mission.
Students further supported
vulnerable members of the
community through fundraising
efforts benefiting the ECS Foundation
during the Dream Builders Challenge,
the Math-a-thon, and the Mercado
Estudantil.

The Catholic Social Teaching of the Dignity of Work and the Rights of
Workers was reflected through student participation in projects that
required creativity, collaboration, and service. Through initiatives such
as the Mercado Estudantil, students experienced the value of teamwork,
entrepreneurship, and using their gifts to positively contribute to society.

Our school community also embraced the principle of Solidarity,
recognizing that we are one human family. Whether supporting local
organizations, fundraising for the ECS Foundation, or creating
meaningful outreach opportunities, students learned the importance of
standing with others in empathy, compassion, and justice.

Finally, the teaching of Care for God’s Creation was reflected in our
Christmas initiatives supporting animals in need through donations
collected for SCARS and Edmonton SPCA. Students learned that
stewardship includes caring for all of God’s creation with kindness and
responsibility.

Throughout the year, the staff and students of Escuela St. Teresa School
demonstrated that Catholic Social Teaching is not simply something we
learn about—it is something we live. Guided by the example of Saint
Teresa of Avila, our school community continues to answer the call to
serve others with courage, faith, and love.



ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA

At St. Teresa of Calcutta School, each class or grade group has
championed a social justice project or led a school-wide initiative. While
many meaningful projects and social justice-focused activities were
completed this year, the following are the initiatives our classes have
chosen to highlight for the 2025-2026 school year.

In honour of Random Acts of Kindness
Week, Grade 1 created the Love Tree as
a symbol of compassion, unity, and
hope within our community. Inspired by
the mission of the Random Acts of
Kindness Foundation, this project
encouraged everyone to pause, reflect,
and intentionally spread love through
simple, meaningful actions. The Love
Tree began as a set of bare branches,
representing the challenges and
struggles people may carry each day.
Throughout the week, students and staff
were invited to write notes of love,
encouragement, and prayer on paper
leaves and hang them on the tree. As the days passed, the once-empty
branches became vibrant and full, transforming into a powerful visual
representation of kindness in action. What began as a simple idea grew
into a living testament to how small acts of compassion can create
meaningful change. The Love Tree reminded us that kindness is most
powerful when it is intentional, strengthening our community and
allowing love to grow in ways we may not always see.

The Grade 2 classes participated in the Students Rebuild: Unity and
Unique project. For every art piece created, Creative Visions donated $5
to organizations that foster global connections. Students discussed how
each person can make a difference in the world and reflected on what
makes them unique. Using images of themselves, they created artwork
highlighting their individuality while recognizing the strength found in
coming together. These individual pieces were combined into a
collaborative display symbolizing unity around the world. Through their
efforts, the Grade 2 students raised a total of $185 and deepened their
understanding of connection, diversity, and collective impact.
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Grade 3 students created cards to
send to seniors at Dickinsfield Nursing
Home. Each card included thoughtful
messages and colourful illustrations
developed collaboratively as a class.
Through this initiative, students learned
how small acts of kindness can have a
meaningful impact on vulnerable
members of the community and
recognized the importance of showing
care and compassion for others.

In response to events in Tumbler Ridge,

British Columbia, Grade 3/4 students

engaged in thoughtful discussions
about safety and community. These conversations helped students
understand the importance of safe, supportive school environments for
all children. As an act of solidarity, students created origami art to send
to the students of Tumbler Ridge, offering messages of care,
connection, and support.

This year, the Grade 4 class organized the annual Terry Fox Run. They
led the Toonies for Terry fundraiser and helped raise awareness about
Terry Fox’s legacy and foundation. This annual school tradition supports
childhood cancer research while inspiring students to learn about
perseverance, hope, and making a difference in the lives of others.

Exploring the themes of solidarity and the dignity of the human person,
Grade 5 students are in the process of creating cards for isolated
seniors through the organization Sending Sunshine. Through this
initiative, students are learning the importance of connection, empathy,
and reaching out to those who may feel alone.

The Grade 6 students completed a social justice project by creating
handmade cards for veterans. Students wrote messages of gratitude
and appreciation to recognize the service and sacrifices veterans have
made for our country. This activity helped students develop an
understanding of respect, gratitude, and the dignity of every person. It
also reinforced the idea that small, thoughtful acts can have a great
impact.



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

Throughout the school year, St. Thomas Aquinas School showed a strong
dedication to Catholic Social Teaching through a variety of impactful
social justice initiatives. These efforts not only supported the wider
community but also encouraged compassion, unity, and responsible
citizenship among both students and staff.

The year began with the annual Terry Fox Run and the “Toonies for
Terry” campaign. The school community united to raise funds for cancer
research, collecting an impressive $1,544.35. This initiative reflected
the values of human dignity and the importance of community
involvement, demonstrating a shared commitment to supporting those
facing iliness.

Students also took part in the No Stone Left Alone ceremony, where they
placed poppies on the graves of veterans in remembrance of those who
served. This meaningful tribute highlighted the Catholic principles of
peace and solidarity while helping students recognize the sacrifices
made to protect the freedoms they have today.

During the Advent
season, the school held a
food drive in support of
the St. Vincent de Paul
Food Bank at St. Thomas
More Church. This
initiative focused on
supporting the poor and
vulnerable, as families
and students generously
donated to ensure others
could enjoy a nourishing
meal during the
Christmas season.

Also, during Advent, the Dreams for Kids Fundraiser brought the school
community together through activities such as bake sales, themed
classroom events like movie days, and “break a rule” days. These fun
and engaging efforts raised $3,626.37 for children’s charities,
demonstrating solidarity with young people experiencing hardship.
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Lent provided another opportunity to
focus on giving and reflection. The
Lenten Food Drive and “Loonies for
Lent” campaign once again supported
the St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank,
collecting non-perishable food items
and funds. Additional activities,
including raffle baskets and staff
games, helped raise a total of
$1,124. These initiatives emphasized
the importance of generosity and
working toward the common good.

In a powerful act of remembrance and

learning, the school also participated

in the Walk for Wenjack. Together, the
community walked a total of 2,187.2 kilometers to honour Chanie
Wenjack and increase awareness of the lasting impact of residential
schools. This initiative reflected the Catholic commitment to justice,
reconciliation, and respect for the dignity of Indigenous peoples.

Through these meaningful activities, the St. Thomas Aquinas School
community actively lived out the core values of Catholic Social Teaching,
dignity, solidarity, compassion, and justice, while empowering students
to grow as caring and engaged global citizens.



ST. THOMAS MORE

Throughout the school year, students actively participated in a variety of
social justice initiatives that reflected key principles of Catholic Social
Teaching, including the dignity of the human person, solidarity, and a
commitment to the common good. Each experience provided
meaningful opportunities for students to grow in compassion, deepen
their understanding of social responsibility, and put their faith into
action.

The year began with the annual Terry Fox Run, where students came
together in support of cancer research. This initiative emphasized
perseverance, hope, and respect for the dignity of all people. Through
their collective efforts, students demonstrated solidarity with those
affected by cancer and contributed to ongoing research aimed at
improving lives.

Building on this commitment, the
school community participated in a
fundraising campaign in support of
the Ben Stelter Foundation. With an
ambitious goal of raising $3,000,
students exceeded expectations,
demonstrating generosity and
determination. Funds raised
contributed to advancing Proton
Therapy in Canada for the first time,
offering new hope for children and
families impacted by cancer. This
initiative highlighted the importance of
working toward the common good and
supporting advancements that can
transform lives.

During the Advent and Christmas season, students took part in multiple
initiatives focused on supporting families in need. One such project,
“Stuff a Stocking,” invited the entire school community to contribute
new items to fill a large stocking displayed at the front of the school.
Students donated thoughtful gifts that would bring joy during the
Christmas season, and a total of 40 individual stockings were prepared
and distributed to families in the community prior to Christmas. This
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initiative emphasized generosity, compassion, and the call to serve
others with dignity and care.

In addition, students organized a bake sale in support of Hope Mission,
focusing on serving those experiencing poverty and food insecurity in the
local community. The funds raised provided enough meals to support
approximately 160 individuals during the Christmas season. Through
this initiative, students reflected on the call to care for the most
vulnerable and recognized how acts of service, both big and small, can
bring dignity and hope to others.

In addition to fundraising efforts, groups of students volunteered their
time at the local food bank. This hands-on experience reinforced the
value of service and
the importance of
addressing food
insecurity within the
community. Students
gained a deeper
appreciation for the
impact of
volunteering,
recognizing its
benefits not only for
those being served
but also for their own mental and emotional well-being. These
experiences fostered a stronger sense of purpose, empathy, and social
responsibility.

Across all initiatives, students developed a deeper understanding of
Catholic Social Teaching and the importance of living out their faith
through action. By engaging in acts of charity, advocacy, and service,
they embraced their role as compassionate leaders committed to
building a more just and hopeful world.



ST. TIMOTHY

Throughout the year, students and staff at St. Timothy lived out the
Gospel through acts of compassion, awareness, and service rooted in
the pillars of Catholic Social Teaching.

We began with reflection during the week of Truth and Reconciliation.
Daily announcements helped students explore Indigenous worldviews
and deepen their understanding of Human Dignity and Solidarity.
Orange Shirt Day, Annual Métis Week, Rock Your Mocs, and Pink Shirt
Day became visible signs of standing with the marginalized and living in
Christian Anthropology, where all are seen and valued as children of
God.

In the fall, our Terry Fox Run raised $346.60 for cancer research and in
April, our Grade 3 class organized a food drive to replenish the pantry at
St. Edmund Parish via the St. Edmund St. Vincent de Paul Conference.
These efforts reminded students of the Option for the Poor and
Vulnerable and the importance of caring for those in need.

As winter approached, our focus
shifted to Participation and
Community. Students joined our
snow angels program to shovel
neighbourhood schools, the Grade 1
classroom dropped off homemade
Christmas ornaments to our
neighbours and students created
Valentines Day cards for a local
seniors’ home, reminding residents
they are remembered and loved.
Staff-led initiatives, including a
themed tree raffle and front-row seat
fundraiser, raised $550 for Dreams
for Kids, helping to build up the
common good.

Cultural heritage months opened doors to rich conversations and
celebrations throughout the year. From Hispanic and Métis to Black
History, Asian Heritage and National Indigenous History Months,
students explored stories, music, and traditions that shape our world.
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These moments encouraged Rights and Responsibilities and reflected
our school’'s commitment to inclusion and equity.

Random Acts of Kindness Week reminded us that small actions uphold
Human Dignity. Students completed Bingo sheets by completing
kindness challenges. Staff joined in with their own kindness mission by
spreading joy across the building. This included positive messages left
on all bathroom mirrors to add encouragement throughout the day!

During Lent, students were invited to
participate in daily challenges rooted in
the Call to Family and Community. As a
school we began by fasting on Ash
Wednesday and journeyed through the
Stepping Stones for Lent by practicing
prayer and acts of service. For Easter and
Earth Day, we demonstrated care for our
common home, with students
participating in Schoolyard Clean-Up Week
during our Easter season and Earth Day,
putting Stewardship of Creation into
practice in a meaningful and lasting way.

Each month, through story, prayer, action,

and learning, students encountered

Catholic Social Teaching not just as ideas,

but as a way of life. Whether in building
relationships, lifting others up, or protecting creation, our school
continues to be a place where faith becomes action and justice begins
in the hearts of children.



ST. VINCENT

In the spirit of our Patron Saint, St. Vincent de Paul, our social justice
activities were rooted in the Life and Dignity of the Human Person, the
foundation of Catholic Social Teaching, and carried out as a
commitment to the common good, solidarity, and stewardship. Our
initiatives were an expression of Christian love; looking for Christ in
every person and responding with justice. The life experiences of our
students, along with the addition of our Generations classroom, helped
inspire student-led initiatives that were grounded in the conviction that
all people have worth and should be treated with compassion.

We began the year with our Terry Fox Run, which, while rooted in human
dignity, also addressed the social themes of solidarity and rights and
responsibilities. With the goal of raising $300, students promoted the
fundraising run on our daily broadcast and raised $418.55. A
schoolwide witness that we share responsibility for one another, and
compassion can take an organized, concrete form.

During Advent, students
collected food and personal
items to donate to the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul through
our parish, St. John the
Evangelist. Our school
community traveled to St. John
for our Epiphany Mass and
brought the items to donate.
Grade 4-6 students toured the
St. John Food Bank depot and
had meaningful conversations
with longtime volunteers. This strengthened our commitment to social
dialogue grounded in respect of the dignity of every person. It was an
enactment of the preferential option for the poor since it focused our
attention on the hungry and vulnerable closest to us.

Our community also supported the Edmonton Catholic Schools
Foundation Dreams for Kids Campaign with two fundraisers. First,
inspired by the belief that solidarity serves, “the good of all and of each
individual,” students hosted a movie afternoon to raise funds for the
Conquer Hunger Fund, with students bringing a suggested $5 donation,

3.1

raising $345. Second, with our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast,
supported by our Parent Council, raised an additional $131.50.
Scripture teaches us that, “Both are to be found in a gracious person"—a
gift rightly offered, strengthened by a truthful and merciful word (Sir
18:17).

During Lent, students continued to demonstrate care for the poor and
vulnerable through a campaign to support the St. John Food Bank depot
at our school parish. Students brainstormed practical meal components
such as pasta dinner, pancakes, and canned fish, considering Lenten
fasting traditions. Items were delivered weekly addressing food
insecurity in our immediate vicinity. This reflects the biblical truth that
God provides for physical needs and human growth: “You cause the
grass to grow for the cattle...plants for people to use...[bringing] bread to
strengthen the human heart” (Ps 104:14-15).

For Earth Day, the classes united in Care for Creation, recognizing that
human development and care for the environment belong together as
part of respect for the person and the world God entrusted to us.
Classes served in the wider neighborhood by cleaning up garbage in our
schoolyard, the community, and our neighboring schoolyard. Students
learned that stewardship is a social responsibility that impacts the
future.

We are now collecting boxes of cereal for
ECSD schools with breakfast programs.
Our goal is 160 boxes with 33 collected
so far. This effort reminds us that we
should help people whose living
conditions keep them from growing,
especially those who lack basic needs. In
every initiative, we are guided by the
Lord’s teaching: “As you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me” (Matt 25:40).

Our year at St. Vincent became a practical school-wide answer to the
Gospel turning faith into solidarity, justice, mercy, and hope.



ST. VLADIMIR

Throughout the 2025-2026 school year, the community of St. Vladimir
School demonstrated a strong commitment to faith, service,
compassion, and Catholic Social Teaching through a variety of
meaningful Social Justice initiatives. Students, staff, and families
worked together to support local and global causes while learning the
importance of empathy, generosity, and recognizing the dignity of every
person.

The school year began with students participating in the annual
“Toonies for Terry” campaign in support of the Terry Fox Foundation.
Through classroom discussions and school-wide activities, students
learned about Terry Fox’s perseverance, courage, and determination to
make a difference for others. As a school community, St. Vladimir
proudly raised $250 for cancer research, recognizing the power of
collective action in supporting hope and healing.

Throughout the fall, students and
families participated in a Cereal
Drive and a Food Drive in support of
the local Food Bank. Generous
donations helped support individuals
and families experiencing food
insecurity within the community. In
addition, a Clothing Drive supported
members of our own school
community, ensuring that families
within St. Vladimir were cared for
with dignity and compassion. These
initiatives encouraged students to
better understand the importance of
caring for those most in need and
living out Christ’s call to serve others
with love and compassion.

St. Vladimir School also supported the Dreams Foundation through a
variety of fundraising initiatives, including Candy Cane Grams and Break
a Rule Day raising close to $1,000. Students learned about the
importance of bringing joy and hope to children and families facing
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difficult circumstances. These efforts helped foster empathy, gratitude,
and a strong sense of social responsibility within the school community.

Kindness Day and Hearts of Hope
activities further strengthened the
school’s culture of care and
inclusion. Students participated in
classroom activities, shared
positive messages, and engaged
in acts of kindness that promoted
respect and belonging. These
experiences reinforced the belief
that every person is created in the
image of God and deserves dignity
and care.

In the spring, students
participated in Jump Rope for Heart, promoting physical wellness while
supporting heart and stroke research. The event encouraged teamwork,
perseverance, and school spirit, while also reinforcing the importance of
helping others through active participation in charitable initiatives.



Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
— Romans 12:12 —
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