Lent: A Time of Renewal and Transformation
“Brothers and sisters: We are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake God made Christ to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God. As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For the Lord says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 5.20 – 6.2).
On March the 5th, we mark Ash Wednesday; the beginning of Lent and a sacred season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving in the Catholic Church. On this day, we receive ashes on our foreheads as a sign of repentance, reminding us of our mortality, our need for God’s mercy, and our call to turn away from sin and renew our commitment to living a Christ-centered life.
In the scripture passage from Corinthians, the Apostle Paul begins by describing himself and his fellow ministers as “ambassadors for Christ” seeing himself as representing Jesus to the world; as if God Himself is making an appeal. Here, Paul urges us to be reconciled to God and to respond to His grace without delay. 
Like Jesus’ forty days of fasting in the desert, Lent is a time of spiritual renewal. Through prayer, we grow closer to God; through fasting, we discipline our desires; and through almsgiving, we serve those in need. By attending Mass, praying the Stations of the Cross, and finding ways to serve our community, we detach from worldly distractions and focus on our relationship with Christ 
[bookmark: _Int_B2uJAJIr]As we journey through Lent, we are invited to reflect on Christ’s passion and prepare our hearts for the joy of Easter. It is a season not just of sacrifice, but of transformation—an opportunity to deepen our faith and renew our commitment to love and holiness. By embracing the call to repentance and conversion, we open ourselves to the abundant grace God desires to pour into our lives. May this Lent be a time of growth and renewal for you and your family. 
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