
Beginner strategy:
Model, Model, Model!
Encourage exploration of the device by
everyone! Model during engaging activities with
no expectation that your child will use the
device. Try to refrain from giving directions on
the device, instead we can use visuals for this. 

Advance Strategy: Expansion
Expansion: include adding a word to a child’s
previous communication production. Example: If
the user says “cat,” you could say “brown cat”
or “little cat.” Adding the color or size
introduces new language concepts for your child
to learn!
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AAC Strategies: Literacy Tips
Shared Reading

Comment about the story and
pictures as you read.
Ask open-ended questions or
pause to invite a comment in
return.
Model key words using AAC.
Pay attention to the text as well
as the pictures. Point to key words
in the text while reading, and use
your finger to show how you read
from left to right.
Find books with repetition or with
topics of high interest.
https://literacyforallinstruction.ca
/shared-reading/

AAC Myth 
Myth: AAC interferes with
verbal speech development.
Fact: AAC does NOT prevent or
reduce verbal speech.
Research shows that using AAC
actually supports verbal speech
and language development. While
some people use AAC their
whole life, others use it
temporarily (even for a few
months). AAC can reduce
frustration and set the
foundation for improved
communication skills. It also
helps with learning language.
Click on the fact check button
for more information!

https://www.assistiveware.com/learn-aac/roadblock-aac-will-stop-a-person-from-learning-to-speak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqeAipcciVQ&t=36s
https://literacyforallinstruction.ca/shared-reading/


Editing the home page of an AAC device can have significant implications. Here are some reasons why it’s
important to NOT edit the home page!
Ease of Access: The home page typically provides access to the most frequently used functions and vocabulary.
A well-organized home page means that users can quickly find what they need without excessive searching, which
is essential for smooth communication.
Motor Planning: For individuals using AAC devices, motor planning involves the physical process of selecting
symbols or words. A well-designed home page with clearly labeled and logically organized buttons reduces the
cognitive and motor effort needed to make selections, making it easier to plan and execute movements.
Consistency and Familiarity: A consistent and familiar layout on the home page helps users develop and maintain
motor plans over time. When users repeatedly access the same locations for common tasks, they can more
easily remember and anticipate where to find needed items, reducing cognitive load. Imagine how frustrating it
would be if the letters on your keyboard changed frequently!
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IMPORTANT AAC EDITING TIPS

AAC TIP: GUIDED ACCESS

It allows the student to view the
iPad as a vehicle for
communication.
If the iPad is used for activities
such as, YouTube or the camera
app ; the iPad becomes seen as a
tool for games, not for
communication.
Prevents accidental deletion of
vocabulary
Click the picture to find out more!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PR4Ma5-nt3g
https://aaccommunity.net/2024/10/october-2024-aac-awareness-month-app-sales/
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/tara_matthewson_ecsd_net/EYgPWjzFUclOhF7BRUeNnIcBwJIg-R0bL7d8R4Th84kpGQ?e=aOID8M



