Among the many desires of mankind is the pursuit of power. It may be political, economic,
psychological, or familial. A review of current global or local issues indicate just how many
revolve around the application of power: who has it, how much, and why. Power holds a great
force of influence. In most instances it is pursued so as to effect control such that one’s
personal intentions, needs, and wants are enacted. Essentially one wants to ensure one’s needs
and wants are met and served. Indeed, we know by experience that to be served feels good,
but this is only so if it is done out of an authentic love which then can be reciprocated with
acknowledgement and appreciation. For to be served on demand or out of mere selfishness is
the antithesis of the interpretation of service Jesus both lived and extolled. As we are given to
understand in every Gospel in general and Holy Thursday in particular, it is not the societal
interpretation of power to which the Christian is to aspire. Rather, it is the humble service
which can and likely involves a sacrifice, a task we are asked to fulfill for its own sake and the
common good. Our District community has many such examples from which to draw: the new
mother who sacrifices sleep to be with a sick child, the dedicated teacher who gives up the
lunch hour to be with a struggling student, or the newly retired principal who volunteers their
skills to help a senior in need. The way that Jesus serves is consistently defined by what he says
and so by what he does. Consequently, if we desire to know what it means to be the real image
and likeness of God, what it means to know ultimate power, what we ought to do is look to
Jesus. And if we want to know how to be closer to God, we in turn emulate the way of Jesus:
not to be served, but to serve. Holy Thursday and the Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be our
example and source of inspiration: all are encouraged to attend this most special night at their
local Parish. The Gospel reinforces for us that it is service to others which will show the way to
what is true leadership and authentic power within the Kingdom. And the final destination of
the Kingdom is all that should really matter. May we remember this during the latter of Lent
and Easter soon to be: God, power, others, and me.
Most sincerely yours in Christ,
Fr. Dean Dowle
ECSD Chaplain

