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The City of Edmonton is in need of 26 new schools

The public and Catholic school districts are working together in an attempt to build 26 new schools that
both districts believe are desperately needed throughout Edmonton.

At amedia conference this morning, the Board Chair of Edmonton Public Schools and the Board
Chairperson of Edmonton Catholic Schools announced the two districts are open to the possibility of
collaboration in order to have new schools built.

“The Minister of Education has indicated that school districts should develop partnerships and creative
solutions to address the challenge of new school construction,” says Edmonton Public School Board
Chair Bev Esslinger. “Our two districts are working together to support the Minister’ s direction in this
area, which iswhy we're here today.”

“Thisis aground-breaking initiative for Edmonton Catholic Schools,” says Edmonton Catholic Schools
Board Chairperson Debbie Engel. “ It marks the beginning of a new erafor education that will benefit
students served by both Boards. Both districts are working together for the good of all Edmontonians,”
said Engel.

Staff from the two school districts will collaborate to examine the alignment of capital plan priorities,
identify potential sites and consider the involvement of additional partners.

“The provincia government has encouraged us to explore aternatives regarding new school
construction,” says Engel. “Our two jurisdictions are open to exploring any ideathat will result in new
schools being built where students live. We are hopeful our partnership will support the Minister in
advocating for additional funding.”

“Wewill also invite the City of Edmonton, community leagues and other partnersto consider how they
might participate in future projects involving shared space,” says Esdlinger. “It makes sense to consider
how we can all work together to meet the needs of students and community members.”
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